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Evidence Based Policing & Applications 

Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. 

This essay will be discussing the information about evidence-based policing and what it is used for. It will be outlining the history of where classical criminology originated. There will be a discussion about the models that can be used in evidence-based policing such as the POP, SARA and the ATLAS model. Furthermore, the essay will then discuss classical criminology and where it originated.  After classical criminology, the criminal activity that will be spoken about is theft. It will be mentioning what defines theft, car theft and how to help prevent it. Keyless car theft will also be mentioned as how it is so easy to commit a keyless car crime, and how the community can help and participate in reducing these crimes. Following on, preventing crimes in hotspot areas, using crime mapping and whether there is a reason why people commit theft crimes will be mentioned. 

For all police officers and police staff, evidence-based policing can be used. The best available evidence that is used to challenge and inform policing policies, practices and decisions is evidence-based policing (College of Policing, 2023).  Even though the evidence in policing is a foremost part of investigations since policing was established, evidence-based policing is more about the evidence to back up the efficiency of the investigation methods used (The Open University, 2021). Evidence-based policing aids in ensuring that the actions and decisions you make as a police officer or police staff have solid grounds and that you are not just acting on an assumption. Making sure that using evidence to inform and support your actions and decisions is a necessity in the police.
Using research to support decision-making is what evidence-based policing is about. Furthermore, evidence-based policing concerns bridging the divide and embedding that knowledge into practice instead of purely gathering data and developing concepts or policies about how things should operate (Hughes et al. 2022, p. 10). There is a method that exists to comprehend evidence-based policing and that is something called the ATLAS model.  Ian Pepper who created a journal on evidence-based policing states “One Approach adopted within policing is that of “ATLAS,” which is designed to encourage police practitioners to (1) ask questions that challenge current practices. (2) Test and critically evaluate existing research and new ideas. (3) Learn from existing approaches and new ideas while considering how they work in workplace practices. (4) Adapt practices and policies using the best evidence available. (5) Share the outcomes across the service” (Pepper et al. 2020, p.2). 
In evidence-based policing, there are a few models that are used for example some are HOT-SPOT, the SARA model and POP. Firstly, POP refers to Problem-Oriented Policing. The POP model is more concerned about individual problems and not the incident. The POP model provides a strategy for addressing confined issues. It also describes a strategy for how the police work. An article on Problem-Oriented Policing in England and Wales states that the POP model has been shown to effectively reduce crime and disorder from successful reviews, experiments and case studies. Though there are benefits to this model, there are also challenges that have occurred in the implementation and practice of the POP approach so therefore, it has not been a determined feature in police forces in the United Kingdom (Sidebottom et.al. 2020, P5). 
For problem-solving, policing use the SARA model. As for the harm in neighbourhoods and communities, the SARA model will then be used to reduce these repeated problems. 
The SARA model has four stages: scanning which is prioritizing and identifying the problem, analysis is to pinpoint the root causes of problems, you must use relevant data, the response is when developing and implanting an action plan you must identify and select interventions and lastly assessment which is for the effectiveness of the response, evaluation is needed (Criminal Justice Know How, 2020). 
Hot Spots policing is another model that is used. Hot spots are places with greater rates of crime and violence. Smaller locations such as streets, parks, parts of neighbourhoods, train stations, shops, bars and nightclubs are where hot spots frequently develop. Hot spots policing pinpoints areas with the highest concentration of crime and concentrate policing resources and operations there. There are two major methods for policing hotspots. That is Problem-oriented policing (POP) and increased police presence. Common tasks shared by both strategies include examples like high-visibility patrols, more traffic stops and searches, monitoring CCTV and many more (youth endowment fund, 2023).







Classical criminology originated in the eighteenth century and was invented by Jeremy Bentham and Cesare de Beccaria. Individuals see Cesare Beccaria as the “father of criminology.” His ideas about crime, criminal justice procedures and crime are why he is known as the father of criminology. Cesare Beccaria had said that severe punishments should not be used if they do not prevent crime and instead punishments must be in accordance with the damage that has been committed by the offence. Cesare Beccaria believed that this would stop and prevent people from causing crimes. Beccaria is not interested in the perpetrator but is more concerned about the crime (Criminology Web, 2023). 
Classical criminology sees a criminal's behaviour result of the acting person's free will and logical decisions. The person possesses the capacity to evaluate their abilities objectively.  Therefore, out of the choices made crime is the result. Classical school of criminology includes five considered major principles: punishment, human rights, hedonism, rationality and due process (Study.com, 2022). In criminology, there are many theories. By repeating crimes and helping individuals in their rehabilitation psychologists can deter criminals by studying criminology theories and then applying them to individuals. For example, there is a choice theory, the idea that individuals intentionally commit crimes and examine the possibilities before them, then balance the advantages and disadvantages and choose whether to move forward. Another example is the classical theory. This theory ensures that individuals reflect before engaging in unlawful behaviour, that when someone commits a certain crime, it is because the offender decided it would be beneficial to commit a crime (Criminology, 2018). 
Evidence-based policing is majorly suited to approaches to crime prevention. Theft can occur in a variety of ways. Section 1 of the Theft Act 1968 is what defines theft. The primary intent of theft is to obtain property. Some examples that include theft is pickpocketing for example stealing from a person, stealing from a place of residence, stealing from a person who has broken trust such as an employer and taking anything from a car. In order to convict someone of general theft, there must be proof of each of the following: appropriation, of property, belonging to another, dishonestly, with the intention to permanently deprive. (Sentencing Council, 2023). There are many ways to decrease car theft or try and prevent it. Even if car theft happened in an area that the person was living in or working in, to help prevent it, the presence of CCTV in the area outside of the victim's home or place of work may deter the defendant from committing theft. Even advertising on windows of homes or shops that CCTV is in progress, and everything is caught on camera. Having a camera pointing at cars outside the home will assist in keeping thieves away and from breaking into cars and preventing theft. An alternative method to try and prevent auto theft is if a parking space lacks enough lighting, and CCTV or is a quiet place, people should avoid parking there, especially during the night. This could encourage theft as it is a great opportunity for them to steal cars without there being any evidence for it. 
Keyless car theft is an increasingly more popular way criminals steal cars as it is simple theft. With the aid of criminal technology, they will target homes with desirable automobiles parked outside and can determine whether the car has a keyless entry and start system. In these kinds of thefts, there will be two criminals working together. This whole process can take up to one minute and can be completed near silence. In cases like this, the police only have limited time to trace the car once it has been stolen (auto express, 2020). 
A way to prevent car theft in the neighbourhood is by making it a safer place. The public can join or form a neighbourhood watch organisation. The people who participate can work at their own pace and according to their individual strengths because these are organised by the community and are there for them. Individuals in the community can also join the hundreds of volunteers who already support this non-profit organisation that fights against the crime. Anyone may become interested in anything from planning fundraising dinners to creating a media campaign to apprehend criminals in their neighbourhood (Gov 2023). 
The purchase, shipping and trading of stolen vehicles is a low-risk technique for organised criminal groups to generate income. Theft of vehicles is regularly used to finance and carry out other illegal activities such as international terrorism, human smuggling, drug trafficking and the firearms trade (Interpol, 2020). 
Another way to help prevent theft crime is by encouraging shops that are placed in hotspot areas of crime to have security available. Security guards play a crucial part in the nation’s defence against theft and harm. Most businesses consider security guards to be an asset to their protection of large stores and the general public. It Is also one of the most effective methods for preventing theft. Security officers may often be seen watching over public parking lots at night and protecting construction sites from theft and damage (security systems limited, 2019). Crime mapping is another way to help prevent theft from happening. Determining the location of the store's thefts and keeping a record of the dates, timings and CCTV footage of any incidents or suspicious behaviour. Finding a way to protect the shop by enhancing surveillance so that the till and merchandise can be seen and being able to see the exit and entrance of the shop could be a crucial piece of evidence for when these crimes get committed and reported. 
There is not a single rational explanation as to why people steal. There are countless reasons why people do commit these crimes. Is it carried out of necessity because the suspect desires a luxury item that they cannot afford, or is it carried out of despair or a mental illness? It is most likely that once someone commits a theft crime once, it will be repeated (Shopify, 2023). 
Overall, the conclusion is that using policing models such as Hot Spot policing is a really good source to help prevent crime and is the most effective way of preventing theft. It has proven to minimize although not stop theft from occurring. Generally, with all the newer technology and more awareness that is around theft crime, it has decreased majorly, whereas if there were no methods like hot spot policing and Problem-oriented policing and not much awareness, theft would not be as recognised as it is today. It also confirms that the public and police working together is beneficial to help prevent theft in local communities and hot spot areas and this is a positive outlook for everyone. 
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