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[bookmark: _Toc109165873]Introduction to Assignment
[bookmark: _Toc70464106][bookmark: _Toc71193308][bookmark: _Toc71375178][bookmark: _Toc75006324][bookmark: _Toc96461826][bookmark: _Toc97331552][bookmark: _Hlk109164445]The current assignment describes the jury system in the UK and Wales and it is also discussing whether the trials of the jury in Wales and England may be abolished or not? The main aims of this module are narrated below.
· To get understandings thorough knowledge of how the English law systems operate
· To increase critical understanding of the political, cultural and social contexts wherein law functions as well as its global implications
· To be knowledgeable about the applicable laws, the law system, and the connections between law, policies, and practices.
· Recognizing and assessing the basic legal methods of applying interpreting and precedent legislation, included understanding facts-finding
[bookmark: _Toc109165874]Juries
In the legal jurisdictions of Wales and England, there has been long traditions of jury trials that evolved over centuries. Key definition of the Juries as per the Cambridge English Dictionary (2022) is narrated below. “A group of people who have been chosen to listen to all the facts in a trial in a law court and to decide if a person is guilty or not guilty, or if a claim has been proved”
Women remained automatically barred from participating in a trial on the juries, but somehow, regional biases had effects of keeping them off juries (Crosby, 2017). The fact that only a few females met the property-owning requirements due to which they had been eliminated, in the 1970s significantly reduced the numbers of females observed who could serve on juries (Anne, 2013). 
[bookmark: _Toc109165875]Who is the making-up jury?
According to "The Juries Act of 1974" (Manarin, 2019), individuals should be between the ages of 18 -70, entitled to voting, and have lived in the UK, Channel Island, or Isles of Man for at least 5 years as of their thirteenth birthday without having a mental illness or being otherwise debarred from the jury services (Inbrief, 2022). The chosen members of juries are separated into the 15-person group before being allotted to a certain case. Off the 15 possible jurors, the clerk of court will choose twelve randomly to serve on a jury (O'Connor, 2021). The prospective jurors must tell the authorities if they recognized or knew any of the participants in a session. The court will next decide whether or not the jury members should continue. One of 3-surviving jurors may step forward if a judge orders the other two to do so.
If the offender is not pled guilty, the jury shall be chosen through a panel made up of everyone who was summoned. Through voting in the court proceeding, the jury committee's requisite amount of members of juries (twelve) is chosen (O'Connor, 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc109165876]At which court do juries take place?
When the offences are either indictable offences or the offences that may be tried either in the court and were sent to "Crown Court" after being examined by judges, a jury is convened for civil cases in Crown Courts (Sprack, 2011). Magistrates have the authority to refer any crime that may be tried in Crown Courts, however even as they choose to handle the matter alone, the defendant is still free to choose the jury trials in Crown Court (Board, 1988). The jury is conducted in a Crown Court and judges' judgement sections of the penal court's private chambers.
[bookmark: _Toc109165877]Thesis
The system of jury likely arrived in Britain during the "Norman Conquest", although the early purposes were very distinct from that of nowadays (Stenton, 2019). Early English jurors served as witnesses and informational sources of community events. The jury's job is of evaluating the pieces of evidence and reach a verdict on the trial's facts or what occurred. A jury is instructed by the judges on the pertinent laws, which it must then use in the case's circumstances to render the decision. Just the four main situations considered in which a jury may not be started are qualified rights to trials by "Supreme Court Act 1981" (Yeo, 2019): libels and slanders, malicious prosecutions, wrongful imprisonments, and frauds (Okpaluba, 2018). In such circumstances, the jury trials must be given only if courts determine that the case necessitates a thorough analysis of evidence, including local or scientific research that the jury cannot be conducted.
[bookmark: _Toc109165878]Main issues with the selection process of the jury?
Any person enrolled in the voter list could be required to serve on a jury providing those certain qualifications are met as a juror is chosen randomly. According to research, major changes to the jury's makeup started in 1972s. (Choo and Hunter, 2018). Nevertheless, it seems that females and members of ethnic minorities aren't represented well enough (Smith et al., 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc109165879]Disqualification criteria from the jury services.
The 4-types of people are listed as disqualified for jury duty as of "Schedule 1, Part 1 of the Juries Act 1974", which was amended by "Juries Disqualifications Act 1984" are members of the clerics, those with mental illnesses, those in legal professions and others involved in administrations of justices (such as probational services and crown prosecutions services) (Lawteacher, 2022).
Any individual who has spent any portion of sentences for a specific offence within 10 years, was put on probation in the previous five years, or has presently been out on the bail due to the criminal case is ineligible according to "Schedule 1, Part II", as modified.
According to sections 8-9 of "schedule I, part III of the 1974 Act as per UK law (2022), there have been several kinds of people who may be qualified and may assert their rights to be exempted from jury duty when they are having important obligations. It includes those who work in the medical field, those who serve in the military, and lawmakers.
[bookmark: _Toc109165880]Miscarriages of the justices due to jury trial
Since the system of the jury is based on the idea of random selections, jury members are often not chosen based on their ethnic or gender background. In a case analysis, Lord Justice Auld (2001) suggested that the jury selection process be adjusted in racial sensitivity instances to guarantee that over 3-ethnic minority jurors were selected. 
[bookmark: _Toc109165881]Could abolishing the juries fix backlogs of cases in courts?
There is a rising queue of case matters awaiting trial in the justice system, which has been made worse by the COVID-19 epidemic (Daftary-Kapur et al., 2021). The "HM Courts & Tribunals Service (HMCTS)" shuttered several courthouses and halted all of the jury proceedings during the first nationwide shutdown (Sorabji, 2021). Authorities have been resumed, but according to public social distance standards, fewer sessions may be scheduled, and the backlogs have progressively grown.
According to the "Criminal Justice Act 2003", trials without juries are permissible in Crown Courts where there has been suspicion of jury tampering, as long as proof of "real and present danger" and the considerable chance of tampering notwithstanding the possibilities of police protections.
Domestic violence offenders may also try on the sample count under "Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004, Sections 17–20", and after the conviction, the remaining counts may be used by the judge alone. As a consequence of the "Domestic Violence, Crime, and Victims Act of 2004", such measures become effective in January 2007. 
[bookmark: _Toc109165882]Reform suggestions.
Though unanimous convictions are preferred, overwhelming convictions of 10-2 or, in rare situations, 9-1 is used if jury size was decreased in between the trial, as adopted in the 1967s. The Jury Act of 1974 currently includes this provision. However, the judges might instruct the jury to make majority decisions if they were unable in reaching a unanimous decision within a reasonable amount of time (not under 2-hours). The jury's chairperson is recommended to disclose in the courtroom the number of jurors who agreed and disagreed with the decision.
There has not been any formal system in place for prosecutors or the Judiciary Services to get input from juries. There might be several historical explanations for it. The idea of getting participant input on the official procedures to evaluate how well they are working and performing is a relatively recent one. In the case of jurors especially, there was a fear that any question of juror could be in violation of the legal system/rule or might violate the idea that members of the jury are functus officio after the trials are completed and should be permitted to mix back in the society. But none of the jury-relating arguments holds many impacts. Although the specifics of common laws jury seclusion rule are ambiguous, its major goals should be to safeguard jurors from post-verdicts reprisals and to foster honesty in the jury rooms.
[bookmark: _Toc109165883]Summary/ conclusion 
As of the above deliberation, it may be concluded that the trials of the jury in Wales and England may not be abolished, however, the jury system required to be upgraded to solve the cases as soon as possible and to reduce the backlog of the court cases in the current judicial system of England and Wales. The system of jury likely arrived in Britain during the "Norman Conquest", although the early purposes were very distinct from that of nowadays. The jury's chairperson is recommended to disclose in the courtroom the number of jurors who agreed and disagreed with the decision.
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