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c.343 B.C Hermes and the Infant Dionysus

[image: ]Sculpted by Praxiteles the date of creation is vastly debated amongst scholars, however it is mostly agreed that it is “A work of the Hellenistic period rather than of the 4th century” (Tufts.edu, 2020). Praxiteles isn't what one could call a sculptor of gods and heroes; his work highlights the secular, worldly trend of the Late Classical era.
Like many other pieces from this period the statue was lost “During the reign of the Roman emperor Diocletian” when an earthquake hit Athens  “Collapsing the roof of the Temple of Hera and burying the statue in rubble.”  (Wikipedia Contributors, 2020). This disaster caused visible damage to the sculpture as Hermes is missing his right arm, most scholars can agree that in the original sculpture of Hermes “Held a cluster of grapes” (Report, 2009), this is due to the Infant Dionysus being God of Vine. Magill suggests that this is evidence of Praxiteles’ “urbane sense of humour” (Magill, Moose and Aves, 1998) this may be due to the fact that Dionysus will grow to become the god of wine and intoxication. This depiction of Hermes is not uncommon as “He is frequently depicted transferring infants” (Palagia and Pollitt, 1998). Figure 1: Hermes and the infant Dionysus by Praxiteles at the Olympia museum, Greece (Image from: (Wikimedia.org, 2019)

The sculpture seems to be influenced by the myth in which “Zeus gave Dionysus to Hermes to protect the baby for Zeus’ wife who was jealous” (Windows2universe.org, 2020).
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