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This essay is based around my thoughts and opinions on Larry Clark’s work in general, however it mainly focuses on an image from his book TULSA which I have chosen. Before discussing the piece, I just want to state some information about him and his background which I feel is important. Larry was born and raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma. His mother was a baby photographer, and he attended the Layton School of Art in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was drafted into the Vietnam war in 1964 and returned a year later. From this point he would be capturing images for the first book he published after 6 years called Tulsa. The things he was shooting for this book were his friends and relatives misusing drugs, playing with firearms, getting into altercations, and posing for cinematic shots and portraits in-between the other bursts of discomfort and distance. The images in his book tell a story without a doubt and remain one of my favorite works. Larry Clark has now directed 14 films that all share a similar environment and blend of events and emotions. I believe Larry Clark loves sharing his experiences and promoting the truth through his imagery and films, Larry used the opportunity that he was in to have his own direct involvement, which could have been to step away or go even further in and bring a camera with him to document the things he experienced. I feel like His book shows the truth behind how communities of all different generations will keep attracting to things such as drug use, sex, crime... but I also believe that images in the book could just become an evolutionary shock factor over time to some people and eventually people's exposure to explicit environments or elements change from the things that use to occur and be natural. 
Here is the image which I have chosen from his book “Tulsa”:
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To begin with, I picked this image out of all the others because I wanted to focus on violence as a concept and its effect within imagery. 
To start with I want to explore the technical elements of this image. What we see is black and white film that has a slight bluish tint to it, it is very nicely framed and all details are spread around, it appears that he has used the natural room light and no flash, correctly exposed but has a slight fade which I feel exaggerates the harsh lighting almost as if he is in a hospital with added discomfort, there is use of texture and pattern,  and we are given everything in a frame that tells us what we need in the story.
So, in this image a man was playing around with a small firearm which is to the lower right of the frame, he shot himself in the right leg accidentally, which is the wound on his leg, his girlfriend appears very distressed and upset and the man looks like he is either in pain or sedated. If I were in the room while this happened my first instinct would be to panic over taking photos and that is a strong feature which Clark obviously shows here.  Maybe gunshots and tolerance to wounds / injuries does not bother him as much as it may have use to, so now he can stand back away from things, get distance and capture them with conscious decisions in mind rather than being fully immersed in the distress of the event. This shows Larrys tolerance to violence and how he applies this to images that affect others universally and uniquely.
 Larry utilizes forms of violence a lot throughout almost all his work which brings a lot of controversy as people question its moral and ethical values. My opinion on representing types of violence in work is that it is crucial to be exposed to things like this, especially if it also holds artistic value. What I mean by this is the exact same events and recurrences of violence will happen all throughout life whether people like it or not and being exposed to it removes any doubt ability or confusion. You could simply take a photo and keep it to yourself, or show people and gain attraction, Larry showing the world and representing such confusing subjects through art and photography allows people to have all types of opinions and it creates a space for discussion. Let's say, if he had kept his images in a box and never published them, they would probably seem very illegal to someone that would just happen to find them and a few of his images would seem more sinister as opposed to them being printed beautifully in a book, validated and explored by people who are interested in Larry Clark and his ethics. So, the fact that he feels so emotive about showing people these images should remove all morals, as he has already accepted all accountability in what is being represented. I almost feel as if violence in imagery is more “valid” and accepted by people when it is a war photographers' image for example in comparison to a public image, this is something that makes me like Larry Clarks work. People who see war photography most likely relate and link it through the government and then think it is okay and acceptable. People see an image of violence that a civilian has taken, and it is then viewed as being unethical and becomes further questionable. He depicts violence in many different ways and extensions and there are features of violence that are still in the image but are less obvious than the other forms. In the image above I can already identify factors of physical violence, psychological violence, emotional violence and social violence. Not to be forgotten Larry has always had a raw and controversial portrayal of youth culture, often depicting themes of drug use, sex, violence, and rebellion. His images could be argued to push past the line and reveal things that we don’t necessarily need to see, but I think it is a skill to be able to capture things like this and still have the ability to filter it and have critical opinions on how it works, how it effects yourself and how that represents to people who might not witness or be able to identify forms of violence. Violence itself is not just black and white nor is it in photography but there will always be people who accept it and people who do not. People who say Larry’s work glorifies or exploits such forms of violence and people who say he shows the truth in society and uncovers problems that people instead just hide and sugarcoat. 
Larrys work challenges the public and splits people's judgement, this means your work is already having an impact if it is dividing people's opinions and creating cause and effect. In the image we see this self-destructive and naïve turn on how adolescents are represented, and this reflects on his depictions of youth culture. In Larry’s images we understand his subject matter through seeing drug use, sex and violence, etc. We do not see it from our own point of view entirely. Violence is a hard thing to understand as it has so many different scales of seriousness however Larry gives the viewer’s a platform or role that they can choose to position themselves in before viewing the image. The platform which I am referencing is the photographer's point of view. When I first looked at his images it felt like I had my own opinion on it and a separate opinion which was from the cameras point of view, what the photographer was feeling seeing these things right Infront of him, watching it take place and consciously being involved. Looking at Larrys work from his perspective leads me to believe that violence in photography is entirely acceptable, no matter the scale or seriousness. Whether it's the photographer or the subjects in the image, they have been present in scene of the picture which I am now criticizing, and I do not believe that my opinions on things being morally correct or incorrect could ever justify to the means of the experience itself and the feelings that circulated within that period of time. As mentioned previously Larry served during the Vietnam War, arguably one of the most tragic and immoral wars. Would experiencing an event like this have an effect on someone who takes photos? Could it numb a human's feelings towards seeing violence and protruding events? I believe in both questions, yes. 
If you are still up for debate whether certain types of violence are acceptable or not, I believe that if you are looking at or finding an image that includes violence you must be prepared to not only challenge but accept the things you face. The morals behind an image lie entirely in the hands of the photographer or publisher, and then your opinion is based entirely on your own experiences and your subjection to what you are contesting. which is where I come to my next point. Larry grew up around this for a large amount of time so not only was it normalized to him, but it was nothing compared to the things he had witnessed whilst serving in Vietnam. Larry using his own time to be involved in taking photos of people struggling with and amongst drug abuse, finance problems, health problems, physical altercations, guns, death, etc, only helped people realize societal decay and the human condition.
As a summary I think that Larry Clark explores the harsh realities of life and one of the biggest and most confusing elements, being violence. He works very effectively when it comes to representing darker subjects and themes and his works allow open and thorough understanding of its underlying reasons.  The opinions people have on these types of works will only change more with how culture and communities try to desensitize and misunderstand areas which they don’t want to explore, but Larrys guidance was covering up these patches and not letting factors of real life be made redundant. 
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