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The idea that ‘we’ as a nation, as a global existence are somehow awakening to the realisation that ‘we’ are one world, one small world, that distorts and contorts beyond recognitions, beliefs and understandings.  A rich and vibrant world that abstractly encompasses geographical beauty with tragic suffering, inconceivable poverty and conflict.  With a focus on the Middle Eastern territory, the author will explore the global perspectives in education and the barriers to learning, experienced by the natives in the chosen country of Somalia.  
Somalia is a country that exists on the ‘horn’ of Africa, bordering Ethiopia, it extends from just south of the Equator, northward to the Gulf of Aden.  Although often thought of as a country of flat, barren landscapes and desert, there is a mountainous coastal zone to the north and Somalia is home to some beautiful, natural forests, pronounced river valleys and waterfalls.  With a tropical climate which is hot all year round and generally dry.  Whilst the country occupies much of desert or semi-desert land with the driest areas experiencing only 2 inches of rainfall per year, this is a stark comparison to the UK climate of brief if almost non-existent summer sunshine and seemingly relentless annual rainfall, the two climates could not be more different.  
Somalia experienced its worst drought of the century in 1992, along with the devastation of civil war, which resulted in severe famine and claimed the lives of some 300,000 victims.  Surviving natives were reliant on U.S. troops to defend and protect the delivery of supplies and food, (Infoplease.com (n.d.)).
Countless efforts for peace negotiations have proven unsuccessful over decades, until a new federal government was formed in 2012, bringing hopes that the government would usher in a new era, achieve peace and re-build their communities.

The population of Somalia, at the present time, is 15.89 million which has sharply risen since the 10 million estimation in 2013.  
The country is rapidly expanding with almost 3% annual population growth and a high fertility rate of 6.26 children per woman, which is the 4th highest in the world. Somalia's population ranks 73rd in the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk35196105]				                                   Worldpopulationreview.com (2020).
Somalia has a relatively young population, with the life expectancy of men to be around the age of 50 and 54 for women (Worldpopulationreview.com (2020)), the majority of its population are in their late teens and twenties.  Female members of the household are expected to remain at the family home to look after elderly relatives, disabled family members or younger siblings, or all of these.  The pressures are immense, however the unbreakable bonds that exist within family networks, creates a culture of children whose priority it is to care for their families at whatever the cost to their own lives and potential academic development.  
By direct contrast, parents in the western world appear to harness a very different set of priorities, enrolment figures show that in 2016, 95% of children aged between 4 and school starting age, were enrolled and attending an education establishment (ec.europa.eu, (n.d.)).  Sadly, it is the belief of the author that in the UK, by comparison, children and young people do not possess the same protective, selfless motivation to provide and contribute to the family household.  Whilst not an all-inclusive view, in general, the majority of UK children and young people are unlikely to face the severity of challenge and danger in their lives as the Somali children do, nor mirror the commitment and compassion of the Somali children towards their family and community.  Similarly, in the respect of education, Somali children are desperate to achieve a fulfilling education and attend school every day, with committed and motivated attitudes towards their learning.  In comparison to UK children who every much take their absolute right to a quality education for granted, displaying a lack lustre attitude towards their learning and missing opportunities to develop to their full potential and avoiding taking full advantage of an education system that they do not have to fight for to achieve.

When we look at the education system in Somalia, sadly evidence shows that as a country they have some of the lowest enrolment figures globally, only 30% of Somali children are actually in attendance at school, just 40% of these are girls. The predominant features that conjure this picture are poverty and gender inequality.  More than 3 million children are out of education as a direct result of poverty, parents are unable to fund the education of their children (Al-Fanar Media, 2018).  3/5 of Somali people follow a mobile way of life, pursuing a Nomadic or Pastoralist way of living.  Existing within one of numerous ‘clans’ as a tightly connected unit, where the people can trace their ancestral beginnings back to one father.  Of course, living under these terms, although full of family values and community support, it can majorly inhibit children’s ability to attend school.  When families and whole communities are constantly on the move and are not anchored to any geographical location, belonging to a learning environment becomes near impossible and massively hinders the children and their education. Uri Bronfenbrenner, 
saw of the process of human development as being shaped by the interaction between an individual and their environment.  The specific path of development was a result of the influences of a person’s surroundings, such as their parents, friends, school, work, culture and so on.

Ordinarily, distances travelled to and from school can be stretched over several miles, in particular marginalised children who are native to the much more rural areas of the territory, Somalian children must walk, just 18% of these children actually make it into the classroom.  Only 1,800 miles of paved roads are passable all year round, rainy seasons, although rare, can leave rural settings inaccessible by any motor vehicles, therefore the journey to school is without doubt made on foot.  This in turn, brings it’s own version of concerns and fears, for the safety of the children, in particular girls, worryingly at risk of attack and worse still at risk of sexual assault, ‘running the gauntlet’ in the child’s pursuit of bettering themselves and embracing possibilities of future development and life changing opportunities.
In the 21st century, we still live within the realms of a male dominated world, girl’s education being overlooked and trivialised in the main in developing countries, sadly, Somalia remains a country operating within this out-dated mindset.  Vast gender differences plague the education system with less than half of all Somali students being girls.  Outside of school, just 25% of women between 15 and 24 are literate, as opposed to 38% of men and in school, girls results are consistently lower than boys, the reason for this is suggested that girls have an expectation upon them to fulfil culturally defined roles such as the basic household chores, cooking, sanitation and caring for family members, the pressures of which disable them from effectively accessing a fulfilling education. 
In response to the survey question whether gender roles within your community are a hindrance to girl child education, 49.4% of the survey respondents said domestic or household chores are a massive burden that keeps girls out of school since nearly all girls are expected to undertake domestic work in most homes, which takes time for homework and revision. Therefore, girls have little or no time to revise and fail to contribute in classes consequently becoming demoralized from schooling.
Dr Abraham Maslow tells us of the Hierarchy of Needs (1943) McLeod, Simply Psychology (2007),  where some people are minimally capable of satisfying their basic needs of food, shelter and clothing and others are critically incapable of satisfying these basic needs, these fall into the categories of relative poverty and absolute poverty.  Somali people fall largely within the bracket of absolute poverty, in comparison to the relative poverty we experience in the UK.  
Poverty plays a large part in gender inequality with the allocation of teachers, in particular female teaching staff, extending a similar fear to that of being under attack whilst travelling to and from school, parents fear sending their daughters to school into the predatory arms of an authority figure able to inflict abuse upon them within their learning environment.  A devastatingly difficult decision to make in order to send a child to school.  
A 2004 UNICEF report identified several factors influencing low enrolment of girls in Somalia, including social factors such as the traditionally early marriage of Somali girls during their school-going age. Other more general limitations to education in Somalia included a lack of upper-level classes and school facilities in rural areas, lack of teachers and teacher training, lack of recognized certificates, and the insufficient recognised tertiary institutions.
								         (Abdi et al., 2009).
The pressures exerted onto the girls in these Eastern areas are beyond what we would conceive as reasonable and rational, moreover cruel and barbaric.  Across the world, more so in countries like Somalia, girls are the victims of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), a practice that is internationally recognised as a violation of the human rights of the females in question, however continues to be carried out in accordance with so called social acceptance and religious beliefs.  Misguided ideas are told about the procedure ensures better hygiene, preserves the female’s virginity in order that she is more ‘marriageable’ and morbidly presented as able to further enhance male sexual pleasure. The same, dirty cutting tool is used to perform the procedure on each female, without anaesthetic or pain relief.   As a result of FGM, most females suffer intense and extremely painful infections and health issues, which prevent them from travelling distances due to pain and discomfort, inevitably, many females drop out of school and are forced into marriage and childbearing.  Tragically, the females fortunate in not being victim of FGM are considered as unhealthy, unclean and not worthy of marriage or love, (www.unicef.org, (2019))

With the constant threat of attack or conflict in Somalia the Federal Government are somewhat feeble in their ‘attempt’ to protect children, appearing to fear the rogue organisations that continue to threaten lives, abuse and segregate children from their families in order to directly recruit children to fight amongst the conflict.  Children as young as 8 years old are forced into armed combat.  On the journey to and from school, children are under constant threat of gender attacks, physical and sexual. Once inside the school children are faced with the relentless fear that even if not directly targeted, where there is combat, there is always collateral damage, the children live with the emotional and physical scars inflicted by their fractious surroundings (The Child Protection Response Framework (2019)). 
When children make it to school, they are rarely able to benefit from it fully. Classrooms are often overcrowded, water and sanitation facilities are inadequate, and trained teachers and school books are hard to come by. The poor quality of education is reflected in students’ results. Children living with disabilities face even more challenges and adolescent girls are seldom able to complete secondary education. 							
                                                                                                          www.unicef.org (n.d.) 

From an economic perspective, even though in 2011 primary education was deemed free for all children, the country failed to sustain this and could not afford the continue paying teaching salaries and the costs of much needed resources.  It is a fact that education is essential in removing the shackles and help form firm foundations to build on and improve opportunities to further develop and achieve qualifications towards future employment.  However, for Developing Countries there is a significant amount of catch up, with regard to accessing education, in particular with the use of technology, or rather the lack of.  In a globalised society that is changing rapidly by the second, technology enables access to a multitude of opportunities quality and quantity of education.  Inevitably, some children and indeed the wider circle of the schooling community will and do find themselves greatly disadvantaged, even in the event that they are able to attend a teaching and learning environment (Suárez-Orozco & Qin-Hilliard (2004) p.1977).

Solutions to the problems may appear to be obvious to us with our Western outlook and influences, however there is much work to continue in providing the kind of all inclusive, gender equal, poverty supporting education system that the children of Somalia deserve, indeed, children from all corners of this global society deserve. In line with The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, (Article 11)
Every child has the right to an education, to develop his or her personality, talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential. This education also includes the preservation and strengthening of positive African morals, traditional values and cultures. Governments should also take special measures in respect of female, gifted and disadvantaged children, to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community.

Organisations like Unicef are hugely important in reaching the goals, and ensuring that once met, they remain and do not just slip back into old familiar bad habits with negative effects.
We support the Government to put in place laws, policies, systems and public services that are inclusive of all children and help them thrive. We have invested in training professional social workers to ensure Somalia has a cadre of trained social workers to prevent and respond to sexual violence and other forms of abuse against children. (Education-Child Protection Response Framework (2019)).
							                    Unicef.org (2020).
In an effort to improve enrolment figures for girls, the Somali Federal Government are working hard to stop FGM, showing zero tolerance for the practice, they have taken on the help and support of local and international organisations, to generate financial assistance in creating spaces for girls to study in after school clubs, to help narrow the gap between girls and boys academic achievements and development, a hundred of these Child to Child (CTC) clubs have been established in schools enabling children to engage with their peers and support each other throughout their learning, encouraging each other in their daily learning experiences. The Federal Government have also made a priority to provide separate sanitation/toilet facilities, a ‘luxury’ never before considered to be of any importance, sanitary units that can also ensure girls have the sanitary items that are necessary for adolescent girls to function in today’s world 
2015 sees the introduction of the Sustainable Development Agenda, which are 17 goals that are adopted by all UN member states, as part of a 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development, allowing a realistic 15-year plan to achieve these goals.  Included in this plan are goals for eradicating poverty and hunger, promoting gender equality and provide a quality education to all children.
The Agenda is a commitment to eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development by 2030 world-wide, ensuring that no one is left behind. The adoption of the 2030 Agenda was a landmark achievement, providing for a shared global vision towards sustainable development for all.
								        (Europa.eu, 2015).
All children no matter what colour, race, background should be and are entitled to a quality education and we are one world that should be doing our absolute to ensure that this is the case.
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