Slide 1: title page 
· Hello, my name is Lauren Cobley and my student number is 2100402. 
· The module code for this assignment is ECAD7005 and the assignment title is Understanding the Role and Impact of School-Family Engagement: A Focus on Academic Needs
]Slide 2: introduction and context
· For this assignment, one form of family engagement with schools that I have chosen to focus on is parents evening. 
· The purpose of this presentation is to: 
· Critically examine the rationale behind parents evening.
· Evaluate the impact of parents evening on learners and families. 
· Reflect on improvements and future considerations that could be implemented.
Slide 3: Parental engagement
Engagement has been defined as being involved in an activity or duty. Parental engagement would include a great commitment with schools (Goodall and Montgomery, 2014). Parental engagement implies that parents can have an active role in supporting children through home and school life and indicates a shared responsibility for children’s learning and progress (Rattenborg et al., 2018).
Slide 4: An introduction to and analysis of Epstein’s model of parental involvement
The theory that I have decided to focus on is Epstein’s model of parental involvement. Epstein proposed that there were six different factors of parental involvement. 
· The first element of Epstein’s model is parenting. This would include helping parents develop parenting skills and to create a home environment that is supportive of children as  pupils. 
· The next aspect of Epstein’s model is communicating. This encompasses developing a communication between the school and the home of the child about school programs and progress.
· The third factor of Epstein’s model is volunteering. This would consider training parents to act as volunteers within the school as well as scheduling school events so that most parents are able to attend.
· After this, Epstein proposes another element within this model which is learning from home, and this is when schools explain to and inform parents about ways of helping pupils with homework and school work as well as involving parents with decisions and planning. 
· This leads us into the next aspect of Epstein’s model, which focuses on decision-making and this involves including parents in decision-making as well as developing parent leaders and parent roles on school committees.
· Finally, the last element of Epstein’s model is collaborating with communities which encompasses using resources within the community to strengthen school programme and sharing responsibility of children.  (Ihmeideha et al., 2020). 
While Epstein’s model has been praised for clarifying the ways in  which parents can engage with their child’s education, research conducted by Goodall (2022) has indicated that not all of the aspects of Epstein’s model contribute to achievement. On the other hand, research conducted by Salac and Florida (2022), has implied that factors of parental involvement such as parents supporting learning at home, decision making, school-community involvement and communication have been shown to have a positive impact
Slide 5: how does Epstein’s model of parental involvement link to parents evening?
Parents evening is a chance for teacher’s to share advice how to support learning at home, communicating and sharing progress of pupils’ with their parents, advising how to support their children’s learning and development within schools, inform them of school programs and interventions that may help and support their child. 
Slide 6:  School Context 
School A was built in 1955 and as a result, has  needed significant investment in the building and environment. There are 230 pupils in total at school A. 22% of these have an additional learning need, 18 pupils are statemented, there are 7 pupils with IDPs, 57% of pupils have free school meals, the main ethnicity in school A is White British, 15% of the pupils within school A use English as additional language, the current attendance of School A is 92% as it is still dealing with the impact of the Corona Virus. In the area of School A, there is very high unemployment, very little new housing, high levels of crime, anti-social behaviour and domestic violence. Pupils within school A mostly live in social housing. 
Slide 7: the importance of parents evenings in Wales.
As part of the Curriculum for Wales (2022), it is important for schools to share information about pupils progress with parents as parents are able to help support the pupils progress by being involved and engaged with their child’s education (Welsh Government, 2023) and an opportunity for teachers to share information to parents would be during parents evening. Furthermore, parental engagement can be linked to aspects of social justice because collaboration between parents and schools can provide pupils with access to equity within their learning (Welsh Government, 2022).  
Slide 8: critical analysis of parents evening and what research says. 
Parents evening occurs as schools are required to meet with parents at least once a year to inform parents about pupils progress and is a method used by schools to encourage parents to engage in their child’s learning (Lepkowska and Nightingale, 2019). Furthermore, the purpose of parents evening is not only to inform parents and encourage engagement, but is also developing a partnership in educating children at home and in school. 
Governments have highlighted the importance of parental involvement in their child’s education and having the ability to access information concerning their child and their child’s education (Power and Clark, 2010). 
Parental engagement has been associated with higher academic outcomes, better social skills, positive behaviours, emotional self-regulation skills and the development of problem-solving skills (Garcia-Hernandez et al., 2025). Parents evening has also been linked with high academic achievement and skills (Rattenborg et al. 2018) and encouragement from teachers (Robbins and Dempster, 2021).
Limitations to parental engagement include parent’s lack of confidence in their own knowledge, financial struggles as well as language barriers. In addition to this, communication barriers during the corona virus were seen to be a contributor to barriers with parental engagement with schools. Together with this, research by Garcia-Hernandez et al., 2025, has also indicated that a lack of understanding from school teachers on different religions, cultures and family diversity has contributed to a lack of parental engagement. 
There is little research surrounding the effectiveness and impact of parents evening (Lepkowska and Nightingale, 2019). 
Slide 9: best practise
The Welsh government (2015) has proposed that best practice during parents evening is allowing time to get to know families. This was effectively utilised in school A. However, as some parents in school A did not speak English, it could be useful for School A and other schools to discuss ways to accommodate these parents to make sure language is not a barrier for parental engagement and support of pupil progress. Furthermore, it has been highlighted that this a common barrier amongst schools and it could be recommended that teachers engage in ESL training to support parents (Bromley and Yazdanpanah, 2021). 
Slide 10: Impact and implications:
As previously discussed on slide 8,  parents evening has a multitude of benefits for pupil progress and development. 
In terms of the impact of parents evening on family engagement, it may cause parents to avoid engaging in the school as they may feel misunderstood. 
Parents evening allows for inclusivity and equity as it allows teachers to discuss the progress of students with parents and share advice on what can be done at home to help learning in school. 
Slide 11: conclusions and recommendations
One of the key findings through this presentation is the importance of parents evening and family engagement on pupil progress and collaborations with the school to support children’s learning and development. However, language barriers seemed to be a prevalent limitation for parental engagement within research and  it important to tackle this to ensure inclusivity. It could be recommended that teachers partake in ESL (English as a second language) training courses. Throughout this research, it has been highlighted that there is a lack of research concerning methods of supporting EAL (English as an Additional Language) parents during parents evening, which seems very restrictive on how parents are able to engage with schools, and this is something in which future research can explore as it would be beneficial to many parents who may feel disadvantaged. 
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