


This essay will be discussing community based and neighbourhood policing. And how they developed PCSO’s (Police Community Support Officers) and community schemes. As well as some advantages and disadvantages of community-based and neighbourhood policing. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29144360]Community based policing and neighbourhood policing are the same thing. And are described by the college of policing in says that neighbourhood policing is where police officers, police staff and volunteers help with community engagement. And this helps to build trust between the local community and the police. The police also work alongside other organizations to support local communities (College of Policing, 2020). community based policing comes from one of Peelian’s principles which are based around the same principles as community-based policing. Which says about having a good relationship with the public. And that the police are just members of the public who are paid to do the role of a police officer (The Crime Prevention Website, 2020). 
PCSO’s are a great example where community-based policing comes into play. Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) were intruded in September 2002 after their royal assent in July 2002. PCSO’s were created as a part of the Police Reform Act 2002 and are there to assist with local communities, some examples of what sort of things they do is that PCSO’s mostly work with a certain community there are many ways they work with and support their community. In times when crime and anti-social behaviour is bad in that area PCSO’s are there to reassure the people in that community that they are safe and to inform them of what is being done to make that area even safer.
They also work a lot with their local schools and do informative awareness assemblies at different parts of the year depending of what is going on. Some examples are firework night, Halloween and when it starts to get dark outside earlier, to inform the children to make sure they don’t walk home alone etc. PCSO’s also work in close relation with churches and other religious communities. Which helps both the communities and the police as the churches can help the police by running schemes for them like youth groups, mentoring and housing (Faith and Police Together, 2019)  
People also feel a lot safer knowing that PCSO’s are doing uniformed foot patrols in their local communities, as well as in some town centres and city centres. This gives local communities extra reassure that the police are there when people need them. Especially in areas where there is more crime and anti-social behaviour. Crime prevention is a big part of PCSO’s job, as a lot of crime prevention is very community based. As well as giving safety advice to their local communities, especially at certain times of the year like Halloween and firework night. They can ensure that anyone who doesn’t want trick or treater have a sign to put on their door. As a part of crime prevention PCSO’s work a lot with low level crimes such as vandalism and graffiti. 
PCSO’s were introduced to help ‘reduce the public’s fear of crime and increase orderliness in public places.’ (College of Policing, 2015). PCSO were created to help deal with low level crimes and It also takes the pressure off of police officers. They were also created to gain a better relationship with local communities and to help support them. And in gaining better connection with those communities they get help prevent crimes in those areas, as well as helping make sure everyone feels safe in their own home and communities. 
Although PCSO’s do not have the power to arrest they do have other powers when they are on duty. They are allowed to detain someone when necessary and they can use handcuffs to do so. Although there are only 4 forces who carry them which are British transport police, Dyfed-Powys police, north wales and south wales. And for these areas it makes a lot of sense as the 3 areas are rural and could take quite a long time for a police officer to get to them and they need an effective way to detain someone. As well as removing alcohol from under 18s and tobacco from under 16s.
Also, the anti-social behaviour, crime and policing act 2014 brought into place some additional powers for PCSO’s. they can now seize property, as well as checking the identity of charity collectors. They can also now issue ‘fixed penalty notices for parking in a restricted area outside schools; causing unnecessary noise; cycling without lights and carrying a passenger on a cycle.’(College of Policing, 2015) 
It has now been 18 years since PCSO’s were introduced and their powers have changed. In 2014 they had some additional powers added by the anti-social behaviour, crime and policing act 2014. As well as their powers, crime rates have changed as in 2002 the number of reported crimes was 5,525,024 and in 2019 it was 6,020,801. Although the number has gone up there are now so many more crimes then there were in 2002 for example cyber related crimes. Some people view of the police have probably changed a lot since they introduced PCSO’s. the public now have more interaction with the police and have more trust in the police. It is a lot easier for people to get in contact with the police on a lower, less criminal level.
Multi-agency work is a big part of what PCSO’s and any police officers who work doing community-based policing do. Multi agency work is where more than one organization collaborate to help things like crime prevention and social welfare. 
Neighbourhood watch is an organization which works alongside the police at a local and national level (Neighbourhood Watch,2020). They started in 1982 in the UK in Mollington, Cheshire (Neighbourhood Watch, 2020). Their aim to bring neighbours together and have better communities. So that is less likely to have crime and anti-social behaviour. They want everyone to be respected in their community and feel safe and secure in their own homes.
The National Pubwatch is a small voluntary organization (National Pubwatch, 2019). Which started in 1997 and has there three committee members who were either police inspector or sergeants. There “key aim is to help achieve a safe, secure and responsibly led social drinking environment in all licensed premises throughout the UK and thereby reduce alcohol-related crime.” (National Pubwatch, 2019). This is a great help to the police as they will hopefully reduce alcohol related crimes like drink driving, public intoxication and other drinking related crimes.
According to OWL (Online Watch Link) (no date) they are a national farm watch group which works alongside some rural police forces like Hertfordshire, Staffordshire, Gwent, north wales, west Yorkshire and Dyfed Powys. Which works as crime prevention and crime awareness. They have helped the police to reduce crime in these rural areas. 230,000 homes and 20,000 businesses are signed up to OWL. And Gwent police found that in 5 months the reduction in farm related crimes has reduced by 27%.
Social services are there to help vulnerable children and adults when they are in need. And when needed children can be removed from their parents by social services and put into social care. Social work alongside the police and the courts to help decide whether children must be removed from the home. But before they remove anyone they will try and work with the family to try and resolve any problems that are arising. For social services to visit family, someone has to have reported your family to social services and these tend to be people in your community like teachers at schools, youth workers at youth groups and even your neighbours. Normally these people just want the best for you and your children. 
[bookmark: _Hlk29212566]As well as social services, the youth services are another organization that work alongside the police. And between 2014 and 2016, 244 youth centres were closed down and there were 1,661 youth worker jobs lost. And also 97,909 places for young people in youth services were cut. Budget cuts for youth services started in 2010 and has not stopped yet. the budget throughout England has “fallen from £6,958,000 in 2010/11 to a predicted £277,000 in 2019/20.” (YMCA, 2019). Youth services are seen as a service which is not as important as services like the NHS and the armed forces. Although the youth services are so important as they are thing that keeps kids off the streets. It also gives kids opportunities that they might not be able to get from anywhere else. Some example is giving them opportunities which schools do not, like help with skills they will need when they leave home. For some people youth groups, clubs and services are a lifeline. Youth services are there to help young people before other public services need to get involved like the police or social services. The “spending on youth services across England looks set to reach its lowest ever point in a generation” (YMCA, 2019). 
The reduction in the number of youth centres, youth services and youth workers are contributing to the rise of knife crime. As these are being closed and the budgets are being cut, knife crime is on the rise. To get knife crime down there has to be more investment with young people and the stop of the budget cuts for youth services. They are so important in keeping young people out of trouble, children get bored and need something to do youth groups are a great way to educate young people. (The Crime Prevention Website, 2020). 
Some advantages of community-based policing are that it is a very useful type of policing for the police to use. This is because they can have a better knowledge of the local community that they serve. But knowing the community can help when it comes to getting information about local criminals. They will also get to know which areas are more likely to experience certain crimes. The biggest advantage to having community policing is that communities tend to have a smaller fear of crime, as they are also helping to reduce the crime in their area, and they know that police officers and PCSO’s are more present where community-based policing is used. They visually see them out on foot-patrols areas your neighbourhood. 
Also, another great thing to come out of community-based policing is CompStat (compare statistics) and crime maps (Police.UK, 2019). They are a great resource for both the police and the public to know which areas are problem areas and which crimes they are most exposed to. This can also help the police to know which areas they need more police presence in. and on the police.uk website the public can interact with there maps. All you need to do is type in your postcode and it will show you a map of where you live and the crimes which have been committed in that area. It will give you the last months statistics, but you can also look at other months as well. It can also be very useful if you are deciding to move to a different area you can check what their crimes statistics are like. 
Some disadvantages of community-based policing is that It can take a while to build up these relationships with local communities. And this can be very time consuming for the police as their jobs are very busy. This is time that they could be used doing other police work.  
Although there are some disadvantages, the advantages outweigh the disadvantages. Which means it is definitely worth keeping community policing. And there are a lot more positive to get out of community-based policing. But unlike other types of policing, community-based policing is a very successful type of policing and does not have many negatives unlike types of policing like zero-tolerance policing which has lot of corruption 
To Conclude on community based and neighbourhood policing there are many people and organizations that come into play when it comes to communities. PCSO’s are such a big part of the polices community schemes and work. They are a great asset to the police and communities, and they work so closely with other organizations like neighbourhood watch schemes, as well as social services and the youth services. And all of these needs better funding and more support to ensure that they can work at there full potential. 
Community based policing is overall an amazing type of policing and does so much positive work and should continue. Even though the conservatives have tried to get rid of PCSO’s in the past, they have shown that they are worth keeping as they are a great resource for the police to have. As so people have a better view of the police now more then they ever have done in the past. As well as they have done a great job with crime prevention and in more recent events helping set up of the knife crime schemes. 
The future for community-based policing is set out in the policing vision 2025, which the association of police and crime commissioners’ layout in 2015 as a 10-year plan (National Police chiefs’ council, 2015). It is aimed to continue its great work with communities and for them to make sure they are keeping up with the change in times and the complexities that are arising. They will also be making sure that communities are well protected and that they continue to feel same in their own areas and home. The association of police and crime commissioners strive to have crime prevention as their main goal in the next few years, especially when it comes knife crime as that is a big problem at the moment. To finish community-based policing is a great type of policing that should continue its great work. 













Harvard Reference
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]All-Party Parliamentary Group on Knife Crime (2019) New research draws link between youth service cuts and rising knife crime. Available at: http://www.preventknifecrime.co.uk/news/ (accessed on: 7th January 2020)
2. College of Policing (2015) New powers for police community support officers. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/News/College-news/Pages/New-powers-for-pcso%27s.aspx (accessed on: 22nd December 2019)
3. College of Policing (2019) Police community support officer: operational handbook. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/What-we-do/Learning/Policing-Education-Qualifications-Framework/PCSO-entry-routes/Documents/National%20PCSO%20handbook%202019.pdf (accessed on: 29th December 2019)
4. College of Policing (2020) Definition of neighbourhood policing. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/What-we-do/Standards/Guidelines/Neighbourhood-Policing/Pages/definition-of-neighbourhood-policing.aspx (accessed on: 7th January 2020)
5. Dorset Police (2020) About the PCSO role. Available at: https://www.dorset.police.uk/recruitment/community-support-pcso/more-the-pcso-role/ (accessed on: 7th January 2020)
6. Faith and Police Together (2019) Home page. Available at: https://www.faithandpolicetogether.org.uk/ (accessed on: 22nd December 2019)
7. National Police Chiefs’ Council (2015) Policing vision 2025. Available at: https://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/Policing%20Vision.pdf (accessed on: 22nd December 2019)
8. National Pubwatch (no date) What is National Pubwatch? Available at: https://www.nationalpubwatch.org.uk/about/  (accessed on: 29th December 2019)
9. Neighbourhood Watch (2020) History. Available at: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/about-us/ (accessed on: 15th January 2019)
10. Neighbourhood Watch (2020) NW and the police. Available at: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/knowledge/how-does-neighbourhood-watch-work-with-the-police/ (accessed on: 7th January 2020)
11. North Yorkshire Police (2019) Five facts about PCSOs. Available at: https://northyorkshire.police.uk/jobs/pcso/five-facts-pcsos/ (accessed on: 22nd December 2019)
12. Online Watch Link (no date) OWL welcomes Farmers & Farm watch members. Available at: https://www.owl.co.uk/ (accessed on: 29th December 2019)
13. Police.UK (2019) Crime map. Available at: https://www.police.uk/south-wales/W05000961/crime/ (accessed on: 15th December 2019)
14. The Crime Prevention Website (2020) The peelian principles. Available at: https://thecrimepreventionwebsite.com/police-crime-prevention-service---a-short-history/744/the-peelian-principles/ (accessed on: 7th January 2020)
15. Unison (no date) A future at risk: Cuts in youth services. Available at: https://www.unison.org.uk/content/uploads/2016/08/23996.pdf (accessed on: 15th December 2019)
16. YMCA (2019) YMCA England and Wales launch petition to stop cuts to youth services. Available at: https://www.ymcadlg.org/ymca-england-wales-launch-petition-to-stop-cuts-to-youth-services/ (accessed on: 29th December 2019)
