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	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

-To identify Celtic symbolism in the works of Yeats and how it relates to wider Celtic texts and myths. 
-To analyse how the works of Yeats relates to the Easter Rising in 1916, and how his works affected the events of 1916 and vice versa.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
‘Did that play of mine send out 

Certain men the English shot?’ ~ W.B Yeats in Man and the Echo 

This Masters’ dissertation will mainly concern itself with the works of Irish poet and prose writer William Butler Yeats, and how Celtic symbolism is woven throughout his works. Yeats’ earlier works appear to be more concerned with Irish mythology and the occult, while in his later works, he almost steers away from this, focussing more so on the physical, but still maintaining spiritual elements within his work.  It would be interesting to investigate the Celtic symbolism used in Yeats’ works in a more focussed way, to establish how entrenched Yeats’ works are in the symbolism, and the similarities it may have to older, more traditional works such as The Mabinogion and The Voyage of Bran. 

Despite being so concerned with Irish literary revivalism and using Celtic motifs within his works, Yeats has a somewhat complicated relationship with Irish nationalism, which is particularly curious as the Easter Rising of 1916 has been interpreted as more than just an Irish nationalist movement, but also one that was steeped in Celtic revivalism. In a both a social and political context, the aims of preserving Irish culture surrounding the Easter Rising harkened back to traditional ‘Celtic’ literature, sports, language, and aesthetics. A particular example being the Gaelic Athletic Association’s major role in preserving Irish sport, and its entanglement with the Rising of 1916. There is evidence to suggest that the events of Easter 1916 were a physical culmination of a Celtic revival that adopted combative means in order to establish itself. The nationalism in the Easter rising is one that is interlaced with Celtic revivalism, as it is one that fought to protect a language, culture, people, and country that the rebels felt had been colonised. 

Is it possible that Yeats’ works changed after the Easter Rising? There is evidence to suggest that Yeats’ work prior to the Rising was more concerned with Celtic otherworld mythology, but his later work would be more reflective, and interpersonal, even addressing the event of the Rising. Yeats’ earlier works would perhaps be more similar to a more poetic and cultural revival, much like the Welsh Celtic revival of eisteddfods and druids, while the Rising of 1916 would be a trigger for Yeats to be confronted with a more physical type of revivalism.
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