During this module, I focused on the principles of design where I had to understand the meaning of design and how it is everywhere around us from our architecture to nature. The aims of this module were to develop my ability of applying design and visual communication into practice.
I thoroughly enjoyed model making with Beth as it was something new that I hadn’t done before. I have learnt that it’s important for my studies as it allows to showcase finalised designs and include any details you wouldn’t see from a sketch. To develop my model making skills, I would like to create my own templates in the future.
In addition, I liked creating my mood board for My week with Marilyn as I was able to summarise my ideas in a creative way through illustrations and images. Mood boards are essential as they ensure that everyone knows the type of visual elements needed for your project.
Lastly, due to Covid-19 we were typically working online. Therefore, when we had the chance to visit Carmarthen, I enjoyed working collaboratively with my classmates on the short project for Robot Boy. During the project we had to present our work to our classmates. I find presenting very challenging as I get nervous, but I am aware that I will be expected to do a lot of presentations within this course. In order to improve, I have tried to learn ways of overcoming my fear, how to engage with an audience better and how to be more prepared.
On the other hand, I found Matt’s lectures to be challenging as there was mention of a lot of camera shots and angles, which is something that I am not familiar with. Despite this, I recognise that this is something I will need to learn and teach myself as it will be useful for when creating storyboards and analysing scripts.
Overall, I have learnt about the seven steps of design which is an effective way of approaching a new project. I will be following this process for future projects as it will help me keep on track to ensure I am doing correct research and incubating my ideas before progressing too quickly. Furthermore, I have also learnt the key principles and elements of design. These principles and elements will help introduce more atmospheric qualities into my work, screen and stage.
Considering the restrictions with Covid-19, the module was structured and introduced well. In order to improve the lectures, more interactive activities could have been implemented. It is believed that working online will be the new normal, therefore I personally will have to adapt a new way of working without getting distracted. In conclusion, within the set design industry these new restrictions will involve having to change numerous things, which has emphasised how important it is for me as an individual to not be afraid of change and to be resilient.
