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TASK 1
800 WORDS
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO VISIT A LIVE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR CHOICE AND PRODUCE A REVIEW.

THE SHOW REVIEW I AM WRITING ON IS THE MUSICAL & JULIET.

I SAW THIS SHOW BACK IN MARCH IN NEW YORK CITY BUT I HAVE SEEN IT 3 OTHER TIMES IN LONDON. I GENUINELY LOVE THIS MUSICAL SO MUCH. SO, I HAD TO WRITE ABOUT IT. 
ANOTHER REASON WHY I PICKED THIS MUSICAL IS BECAUSE I GENUINELY LOVE THE SONGS AND THE DANCE ROUTINES AND I HAVE DONE A COUPLE DANCE ACTING AND SINGING WORKSHOPS WITH THE CAST IN LONDON AND NEW YORK CITY. IT’S A FANTASTIC MUSICAL BECAUSE IT PUTS A MODERN TWIST ON SHAKESPEARES CLASSIC STORY ROMEO AND JULIET, THE MUSIC IS CATCHY SONGS THAT YOU LOVE TO SING ALONG TO, AND THE CHOREOGRAPHY IS AMAZING WITH THE CAST BEING INCREDIBLY TALENTED. 

THE STORY OF & JULIET IS A UNIQUE TAKE ON SHAKESPEARE’S ROMEO AND JULIET. IT IMAGINES AND ALTERNATIVE ENDING WHERE JULIET DOESN’T DIE AND INSTEAD EMBARKS ON A JOURNEY OF SELF DISCOVERY. WITH THE HELP OF HER FRIENDS, SHE EXPLORES WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE HER LIFE ON HER OWN TERMS. IT’S A MODERN AND EMPOWERING TWIST ON A CLASSIC TAILS FILLED WITH LOVE, LAUGHTER, CATCHY POP SONGS AND IT’S DEFINITELY A MUST SEE FOR ANYONE THAT HASN’T YET! IT’S ALL ABOUT EMPOWERMENT AND TAKING CONTROL OF YOUR OWN STORY. THE MUSICAL FEATURES A BUNCH OF POPULAR SONGS FROM THE 90S AND 2000S! WITH SONG WRITER MAX MARTIN AND INCLUDING SOME FAN FAVOURITES THAT ARE “BABY ONE MORE TIME” BY BRITNEY SPEARS, “I WANT IT THAT WAY” BY THE BACKSTREET BOYS, “ROAR” AND “TEENAGE DREAM” BY KATY PERRY, “LOVE ME LIKE YOU DO” BY ELLIE GOULDING AND “IT’S MY LIFE” BY BON JOVI AND MANY MORE. THEY ARE ALL REIMAGINED TO FIT THE STORY WHICH MAKES IT EVEN MORE ENTERTAINING. & JULIET FIRST PREMIERED IN MANCHESTER IN SEPTEMBER 2019, BEFORE MOVING TO WEST END IN LONDON IN NOVEMBER 2019. SO, IT’S BEEN THRILLING AUDIENCES FOR OVER FOUR YEARS NOW! IT ALSO MOVED TO NEW YORK CITY WITH PREVIEWS ON THE 28TH OF OCTOBER 2022 AHEAD OF OFFICIALLY OPENING ON THE 17TH OF OCTOBER 2022.


LET ME ELABORATE MORE ON JULIET JOURNEY, HER JOURNEY IS ALL ABOUT EMPOWERMENT. SHE TAKES CONTROL OF HER OWN NARRATIVE, BREAKING FREE FROM THE TRAGIC ENDINGS THAT WAS WRITTEN FOR HER. INSTEAD OF BEING A VICTIM OF FATE, SHE BECOMES THE AUTHOR OF HER OWN DESTINY. THIS TRANSFORMATION IS INCREDIBLY EMPOWERING TO AUDIENCES AND VIEWERS. IT’S A REMINDER THAT WE ALL HAVE THE POWER TO CHANGE OUR STORIES AND CHOOSE OUR OWN PATH AND TO MAKE OUR DREAMS COME TRUE. IT’S A CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE, RESILIENCE AND THE STRENGTH THAT LIVES WITH US. IT’S A MESSAGE THAT LEAVES YOU FEELING INSPIRED AND EMPOWERED AND READY TO TAKE ON THE WORLD JUST LIKE SHE DID.


THE DANCING IN & JULIET IS ABSOLUTELY INCREDIBLE! IT’S A MIX OF CONTEMPORARY AND COMMERCIAL STYLES, WITH SOME TAP DANCING THROWN IN AS WELL. THE CHOREOGRAPHY IS ENERGETIC, DYNAMIC, AND FULL OF IMPRESSIVE MOVES. THE DANCERS ARE SO TALENTED AND THEY REALLY BRING THEIR SONGS TO LIFE WITH THEIR INCREDIBLE PERFORMANCES AND THE TOUCH OF THEATRICALITY. THERE’S A LOT OF GROUP NUMBERS, DUETS AND SOLOS THAT SHOWCASE VERSATILITY. THE ENERGY IS INFECTIOUS AND THE MOVEMENT REALLY ADDS TO THE STORYTELLING. IT’S LIKE WATCHING A POP CONCERT AND A THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE ALL ROLLED INTO ONE. TWO STAND OUT NUMBERS OF DANCE IN THE MUSICAL IS “DOMINO” BY JESSIE J WHERE THE ENTIRE ENSEMBLE GETS INVOLVED. THE CHOREOGRAPHY IS INTRICATE AND HIGH ENERGY. ANOTHER ONE IS “ROAR” BY KATY PERRY WHICH CLOSES THE FIRST ACT WITH A BANG. THE CHOREOGRAPHY IS REALLY EMPOWERING AND REALLY EMBODIES THE SPIRIT OF THE MUSICAL. THE COSTUMES ARE ABSOLUTELY STUNNING DESIGNED BY PALOMA YOUNG, THEY ARE A BLEND OF MODERN STREET STYLES WITH A TOUCH OF ELIZABETHAN FLARE. FROM JULIETS STUNNING DRESSES TO THE ENSEMBLES EDGY OUTFITS. EVERY PIECE IS UNIQUE AND ADDS TO THE VIBRANT ENERGETIC FEEL OF THE SHOW AND THE SET DESIGN IS A VISUAL TREAT. IT’S A VIBRANT MIX OF CONTEMPORARY AND ELIZABETHAN STYLES, FILLED WITH NEON LIGHTS, GRAND STAIRCASES, AND A SPECTACULAR BALCONY FOR JULIET.

THE CHOREOGRAPHY IN & JULIET IS A COLLABORATION BETWEEN JENNIFER WEBER AND GAILENE STOCK. JENNIFER WEBER IS KNOWN FOR HER WORK AND HIP-HOP AND STREET DANCE, WHILE GAILENE STOCK BRINGS HER EXPERTISE IN CONTEMPORARY AND CLASSICAL DANCE. TOGETHER THEY HAVE CREATED A UNIQUE EXCITING DANCE EXPERIENCE FOR THE MUSICAL. THE COMBINED THE STYLES REALLY SHINE THROUGH IN THE ENERGETIC AND DIVERSE CHOREOGRAPHY. WHEN I DID MY WORKSHOP IN NEW YORK CITY WITH THE CAST, I MAINLY WORKED WITH DANIEL J MALDONADO WHO WAS PLAYING THE CHARACTER ROMEO AND LORNA A COURTNEY WHO PLAYS JULIET. IT WAS SUCH A FAN GIRL MOMENT FOR ME AND I LOVED IT SO MUCH. THEY TAUGHT US THE CHOREOGRAPHY FROM THE DANCE PIECE ROAR, AND THEY ALSO HELPED SING AND ACT IT OUT ALL IN ONE DAY. IT WAS SUCH AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY. I WILL NEVER FORGET ABOUT THAT DAY!


IN CONCLUSION & JULIET IS MORE THAN JUST A MUSICAL,

IT’S A CELEBRATION OF LOVE EMPOWERMENT AND SELF-DISCOVERY WRAPPED IN A VIBRANT PACKAGE OF UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES. SEEING IT IN THEATRE WAS AN EXPERIENCE THAT TRANSCENDED THE ORIGINAL, LEAVING ME INSPIRED AND EXHILARATED. AS JULIET HERSELF PROVES, WE CAN DO ANYTHING IF WE PUT OUR MINDS TO IT. AND AFTER SEEING THE MUSICAL, I’M READY TO WRITE MY OWN STORY JUST AS JULIET DID. SO, HERE’S TO THE POWER OF REWRITING OUR OWN ENDINGS.













TASK 2-
800 WORDS
STUDENTS SHOULD SELECT ONE OF THEIR SKILLS CLASSES AND WRITE A REFLECTIVE ESSAY. 

MY SKILLS CLASS I AM WRITING MY REFLECTIVE ESSAY ON IS MY TAP DANCE CLASS.
BEFORE I JOINED WAVDA I HAD NEVER DONE TAP IN MY ENTIRE LIFE, I DONE A LOT OF DANCE STYLES BUT NEVER TAP. I WAS ALWAYS SCARED OF IT BECAUSE I NEVER THOUGHT ID BE ANY GOOD AT IT AND THAT I WOULDN’T UNDERSTAND OR GET ANY OF THE MOVEMENTS. SO GOING INTO THIS CLASS FOR THE FIRST WAS VERY PETRIFYING. 
I PUT ALL MY FEELINGS ASIDE AND WENT INTO THE CLASS FOR THE FIRST TIME BACK IN OCTOBER AND I FELT GOOD ABOUT IT. THERE WAS A COUPLE OTHER PEOPLE IN THE CLASS THAT WAS IN THE SAME POSTITON AS ME AND THAT HAD NEVER DONE TAP BEFORE. I HAD A LOT OF SUPPORT FROM MY CLASSMATES AND THAT MADE ME GO INTO THOSES LESSONS WITH A GOOD MINDSET. 
DURING THAT FIRST CLASS I STOOD AT THE BACK AS I DIDN’T HAVE ANY CONFIDENCE TO GO ANYWHERE NEAR THE FRONT. THE TEACHER JUSTIN WAS SO LOVELY THE WHOLE TIME MAKING SURE WE GO BACK TO THE BASICS AND WENT THROUGH EVEREYTHING SO CAREFULLY SO WE COULD UNDERSTAND ALL THE MOVES AND BROKE EVERYTHING DOWN INTO LITTLE STEPS. SO, HE TAUGHT US ALL THE BASIC TAP STEPS EG: A SHUFFLE, BALL CHANGE, STEP-HEEL-HEEL-STEP, TIMESTEPS AND A FLAP. OF COURSE, HE DIDN’T TEACH THEM ALL IN ONE LESSON, BUT AFTER THAT FIRST LESSON I FELT SO MUCH MORE CONFIDENT IN TAP AND EVEN STARTED MOVING CLOSER TO THE FRONT!



SOMETHINGS I DO WELL IN TAP CLASSES ARE THAT I LISTEN TO WHAT THE TEACHER SAYS AND I BREAK IT DOWN IN MY HEAD TO REMEMBER THE COUNTS. I ALSO PUSH MYSELF AND I TRY MY HARDEST AT ALL THE MOVED WEATHER THEY ARE HARD OR EASY. I ALSO STAY AFTER AND PRACTISE AND I EVEN GO BACK TO MY ROOM AND TAP AROUND MY ROOM SO I CAN KEEP THEM IN MY HEAD. I ALWAYS LOOK BACK AT THE VIDEOS WE TAKE IN CLASS AND LOOK TO WHAT I COULD DO BETTER. I THINK I HAVE GAINED A LOT MORE CONFIDENCE IN MY MOVEMENTS IN TAP THEN AT THE START OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, I DEFINITELY FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE IN TAP SHOES IN CLASS. I ALSO THINK I HAVE PROGRESSED A LOT IN MY TECHNIQUE OVERALL IN THE CLASS. I NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD LOVE TAP BUT I GENUINELY LOVE IT BRINGS ME SO MUCH JOY WHEN I AM IN THE CLASS, IT DEFINITELY HAVE BECOME ANOTHER STYLE I AM PASSIONATE ABOUT!



SOMETHINGS I NEED TO WORK ON IN TAP CLASSES ARE THAT I NEED TO REMEMBER THAT I HAVE ONLY JUST STARTED TAP CLASSES, BECAUSE WHENEVER I DON’T GET OR UNDERSTAND A MOVE I EITHER GIVE UP OR I GET FRUSTRATED AT MYSELF THAT IM NOT DOING IT RIGHT. I ALSO NEED TO WORK ON RHYTHM, TIMING AND FOOT WORK. I CAN WORK ON MY RHYTHM BY PRACTISING TAPPING AT THE SAME SPEED TO ONE OF MY FAVOURITE SONGS. FOR TIMING I CAN TRY COUNTING OUT LOUD WHILE I TAP TO STAY IN SINK WITH THE MUSIC.TO IMPROVE MY FOOTWORK I CAN BREAK DOWN THE COMPLEX STEPS INTO SMALLER PARTS AND PRACTICE THEM SLOWLY AT FIRST, GRADUALLY INCREASING MY SPEED. AND I COULD ALWAYS ATTEND BEGINNERS TAP CLASSES OUTSIDE OF UNIVERSITY. I NEED TO REMEMBER TO HAVE FUN WITH IT AND NOT TAKE IT SO SERIOUSLY ALL THE TIME. I THINK I COULD ALSO WORK ON MY CLEANLINESS; AND TO PAY ATTENTION TO THE CLARITY AND PRECISION OF MY FOOTWORK AND MAKING SURE EACH TAP SOUNDS CRISP AND DISTINCT. I DEFINITELY COULD WORK ON MY PUPPY PERFORMANCE BECAUSE AT THE MOMENT I’M JUST STARING DOWN MY FEET TO MAKE SURE I’M DOING THE RIGHT MOVEMENT WHEN INSTEAD I SHOULD WORK ON MY PRESENTS AN EXPRESSION, TAP DANCING IS NOT JUST ABOUT THE STEPS IS ALSO ABOUT CONVEYING EMOTIONS AND TELLING A STORY FOR YOUR FEET.


MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE CLASS IS THAT I THINK I GIVE POSITIVE AND ENTHUSIASTIC ENERGY AND ATTITUDE TO THE CLASS CREATING A FUN AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR EVERYONE. I ALSO BELIEVE I AM A TEAM PLAYER WILLING TO COLLABORATE AND WORK WELL WITH OTHERS WHETHER IT’S DURING GROUP ROUTINES OR PARTNERING EXERCISES. ANOTHER REASON IS MY WILLINGNESS TO LEARN, I HAVE A STRONG DESIRE TO IMPROVE AND ARE OPEN TO TRYING NEW STEPS TECHNIQUES AND STYLES WHICH INSPIRE OTHERS TO DO THE SAME. AND ONE LAST CONTRIBUTION THAT I THINK I BRING IS THAT I UPLIFT AND MOTIVATE MY FELLOW DANCERS PROVIDING WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT DURING CLASSES.

IN CONCLUSION, TAP DANCING CLASSES ARE MORE THAN JUST A FUN ACTIVITY. THEY ARE A JOURNEY INTO THE WORLD OF RHYTHM, TIMING AND FOOTWORK, WHERE EACH STEP TELLS A STORY THE CLASSES NOT ONLY IMPROVE PHYSICAL AGILITY BUT ALSO ENHANCES MUSICALITY AND CREATIVITY. AS I CONTINUE MY TAP-DANCING JOURNEY, I LOOK FORWARD TO THE CHALLENGES AND THE IMPROVEMENTS THAT AWAITS.
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