Character Dossier
I will be playing the role of satrap within the city of Alexandria. My character is from the Greece due to the mass cultural problems in Alexandria at the time. As Alexandria was founded by Alexander the Great of Macedon, Alexandria is considered Greek. This means that in order to be historically accurate my character must be Greek as he would not have been able to gain such a high position otherwise.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Fraser, P 1972] 

I imagine my character to have dark brown hair and green eyes with an evenly tanned complexion due to his long periods of time in the heat of Egypt. He follows the god Serapis, just like the former satraps of Alexandria.[footnoteRef:2] He forever prays that he will only bring good fortune to the city he governs so that the royal family let him keep his power.. My character has a scar down the side of his face running from behind the ear along his jawline due to an accident with a war elephant on a visit to Memphis.[footnoteRef:3] The name of my character shall be Zeno Costos of Macedon. [2:  Escoffey. 2012]  [3:  Kistler, J 1967] 

My character had made the move from his home in Macedon to the great city of Alexandria in search for work as a mercenary as he knew the fighting between the Ptolemaic dynasty and the Seleucid dynasty wasn’t going to end soon. Many people my character has known in the past have travelled to Alexandria to fight for the Ptolemais as they are known to use their well-trained mercenaries alongside their force of native Egyptian warriors meaning my character could develop his fighting style with that of the Egyptians.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Sekunda. N 1995 ] 

The satrap of Alexandria has much responsibility within the city, as well as much pressure to perform as the Ptolemaic royal family lives within the city of Alexandria as their palace was situated there.[footnoteRef:5] My character’s role is to deal with the day to day running of the city. This includes any local judiciary decisions which need to be made which are deemed not important enough for the king. For example, only the king could give out a death sentence. [footnoteRef:6] [5:  Stephens, S 2010]  [6:  Aldred. C. 1961] 

My character is also responsible for keeping the other heads of state happy and keeping the peace amongst the people within Alexandria. The head of the merchants, head priests and priestesses needed to be kept happy as without their cooperation, Alexandria would become a mess of a city. My character would need to be able divide the money, given to him for spending in Alexandria, equally amongst the heads of state. This money could be used to expand upon the amount of ports from two to possible three.[footnoteRef:7] My character gains his income from the city through that of taxation on the farms within its confines.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  Strabo 17. 17]  [8:  Bingen, J. 2007] 

My character aims to petition the king to allow him to become the general of the 75,000 troops which reside within Alexandria with views on taking them up to Antioch to attack the Seleucid capital.[footnoteRef:9] If this fails, my character would indeed still like the control of the army, perhaps to take through Syria to defend the Ptolemaic borders and keep the Seleucid armies away from our borders.[footnoteRef:10] As well as this my character would also like to develop the potential use of poisons within Alexandria in order to use this poison against any dignitaries that threaten the progression of Alexandria in the ancient world.[footnoteRef:11]  [9:  Polybius 5. 79]  [10:  Polybius. 5. 79]  [11:  Mayor, A. 2009] 

With the Alexandrian people being extremely religious, one role as the satrap of Alexandria would be to work alongside the head priests in order to guide the people of Alexandria through the religious path they are required to follow. This would include petitioning the king for the rights to have a festival in the city, as well as making sure the temples are gathering enough income from their taxes to stay functional.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Manning, J. 2004] 

My character aims to petition the king and his court for them to allow the merchants of Alexandria to expand their trade routes and trade links from the western cities under the rule of the Carthaginians through Arabia all the way to the far reaches of India. If he was to be granted this request my character would make gain the credit, alongside the head merchant, for attaining lots of money for the Ptolemaic royal court.[footnoteRef:13] This in turn would allow my character to move higher up in the ranks within the city of Alexandria with the aim to become the king’s advisor, a position of great power in the Hellenistic court system. [13:  Manning, J 2010] 

In the history of Alexandria, there has always been problems with the local populace of the city. It is widely known that there were many riots within Alexandria.[footnoteRef:14] These could have been caused due to the mass range of people residing in the city. In order to attempt to keep the mob of Alexandria happy my character will be offering to put a series of games on for the king and his family. This will not only gain my character favour from the Ptolemaic royal court, but this will also please the mob as it will be giving them some entertainment. This would lower the risk of a riot, and in any case of a revolt the people may spare my characters life.   [14:  Fraser, P. 1986] 
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