






· Significance
The concept of significance has a specific statistical meaning and a more general, common sense interpretation.  In statistical parlance, it refers to the likelihood that a result derived from a sample could have been found by chance.  The more significant a result, the probability is that it represents something genuine.   In more general terms, significance has to do with how important a particular finding is judged to be.
· Generalisability/representativeness
The concept of generalisability or representativeness, has particular relevance to small-scale research.  It relates to whether your findings are likely to have broader applicability beyond the focus of the study.  Thus if you have carried out a detailed study of a specific institution, group or individual, are your findings of any relevance beyond that situation?  Do they have anything to say about the behaviour or experience of other situations, and if so, how do you know that this is the case?
· Reliability
The concept of reliability deals with how well you have carried out your research.   Could another researcher get the same results (Not necessarily the interpretation)?
· Validity
Does your methods and approaches relate to / measure the objectives you have been investigating?

Exercise
Applicability of your research project
1. Consider the research project you have / plan to carry out (Use the finger length article in the handout if necessary).   
2. How significant, generalisable, reliable and valid is it likely to be?   
3. Why does this matter?

[bookmark: _GoBack]
(Silverman, 2015)
