Appendix 1
Observation 1:
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22 - 9:30am – Year One


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The incident took place after morning assembly. The learners were sat on coloured dots to mark spaces on the carpet as the teacher explained a task which would form part of an activity rotation. The task being explained was one which the learners would complete in small groups without supervision by an adult. It involved rolling a dice and matching the number with a corresponding word, before copying the word on a whiteboard to practise spelling and handwriting. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

After explaining the instructions and running through practice questions to assess learner understanding, the teacher advised the learners to work together and avoid rushing the task, as the activity could not be ‘won’ and would continue until morning break regardless of speed. The teacher commented how this concept would be different to the learners’ routines in previous school years, describing how reception pupils are typically called to complete a task then allowed to return to play. During the teacher’s description of typical reception class routines and expectations, one learner interrupted by standing on their knees and triumphantly calling out: ‘Yes! We need to finish and then we can all play.’ The teacher let the child finish their interjection and paused to ensure they were finished talking. They then began to explain that, while a lot of pupils may expect to be able to ‘play’ once finished with their task, the learners are ‘big grown up boys and girls’ in Year One. They reiterate that the learners no longer have ‘play’ as allowed by reception routines, but ‘group work’, ‘activities’ and sometimes ‘free choice’ which last until their break. The learner on their knees sat back down as the teacher explained this. The class was quiet and focused on the teacher. For the remainder of the morning, each group engaged with their respective activities until break, without needing these new expectations repeated. 

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
· Establishing routines and expectations
· Assessment for learning (understanding and executing instructions)
· Foundation learning
· Repetition and establishing new information slowly to ensure long term memory retention

	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

While the environment was calm and quiet, the fact this incident took place on Monday morning demonstrates how new routines established since the start of term may not have been remembered or processed by the learners as long term expectations. Explaining why the expectations are now different was a decision made by the teacher to consolidate learning.













Appendix 2
Observation 2:
	Date and time, year group:
25/09/22 – 11:00am - Year One

	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
This incident took place shortly after the teacher asked groups of learners to return to the activity rotation explained after registration, allocating them to a different activity station to the ones they had engaged with earlier in the morning. This took place after morning break and a short numeracy lesson focused on counting. 






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

Learners were noticeably disengaged from the tasks they had been set. Two pupils asked to complete a teacher-led activity had their heads on the desk, with one frequently standing up and being asked to sit down. Learners instructed to complete the self-directed task did not begin straight away, as the group undertaking the task after registration had done. Two learners in this group were reprimanded by the teacher for being off-task and talking loudly, who interrupted her task to say ‘uh, is that what you’re meant to be doing?’ The teacher then repeated the instructions she had explained earlier in the morning and the group began to complete the activity. However, they were less focused than the group who had undertaken the activity after registration. The teacher later commented that the learners were ‘very fussy’. While this comment led to the environment becoming temporarily quieter, it did not appear to impact the learning beyond this.


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

· Impact of routine disruption (rain as the children were putting their coats on for playtime)
· Strong routines and expectations (impact of returning to literacy activity after break and a numeracy lesson)
· Impact of repeating instructions for increased focus and productivity
· Behaviour management
· Lack of movement due to indoor break (watching cartoon)
· Memory



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Children expected to have playtime outdoors, but heavy rain started as learners began to go outside. This meant the class spent 10 minutes of their break putting their coats on and off, then watched a cartoon while eating fruit.
· Learners were also introduced to a new style of maths teaching and new concepts before the second rotation of activities.








Appendix 3
Observation 3:

	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22 – 9:45am – Year 6


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
The incident took place after the class had returned from morning assembly and was beginning a lesson on single use plastic. The teacher explained this lesson would contribute to a topic on recycling which will cover a variety of AOLEs and will continue until half term. Today, the lesson was focused on Language, Literacy and Communication, developing the pupils’ note-taking and extended writing skills. However, the session also incorporated areas of Humanities, Science & Technology and Health & Wellbeing.






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

After a brief introduction to the session focus, the teacher asked the class ‘So, what’s the problem with single use plastic? Why is it a bad thing?’ The class was silent and all pupils were sat down and facing the front. A few pupils raised their hands, prompting the teacher to comment ‘it’s always the same hands I’m seeing in the air’ and paused to communicate she wanted to ask a different student. A few other learners raised their hands and the last pupil to tentatively raise their hand was asked to answer. The teacher responded to his comment with ‘yes, that’s exactly right, well done.’ The pupil continued to engage with the session confidently after this incident.







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
· Confident, capable individuals
· Assessment for Learning of all pupils and immediate feedback
· Creating a safe environment where learners are ready to contribute
· Behaviour management and engagement
· Pedagogy
· Lesson scaffolding




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· It was a calm, quiet environment. The teacher wanted to facilitate discussion in an environment where learners were hesitant to interact with her discussion prompts.
· Explicit directions and expectations.
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