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In the United Kingdom (UK), knife crime has been a growing problem on the child demographic and recently the extent of knife crime has increased which poses considerable challenges to criminal justice in countering the adverse tendencies demonstrated among the children according to the Research Briefing published by The House of Commons (2023).  Knife crime is a disquieting trend that operates within a sociological milieu and is intrinsically tied to the legal system (Williams and Squires, 2021), The phrase "child or children" in this study refers to younger children who are between the ages of 12 and 18. It had been indicated that knife crime is distinctively grievous amongst the children demographics and the age group is particularly prone to knife crime. According to data released by The Office for National Statistics (ONS) in June 2019, there was a 7% increase in crimes involving knives and sharp objects. This increased sparked media concern and made knife crime a political issue. Knife crime is connected with the criminal justice system in two ways, firstly, the lenience of the criminal justice system augments the trends of knife crime, while the strict intervention mechanisms introduced by the criminal justice system can eradicate the issues relating to knife crime.
 In this context, the criminal justice approach is predicated upon two pillars: preventive measures and interventions (Squires, 2020a, p. 361–384).  These insights can be gleaned from the literature on the role of the criminal justice system in other domains of social issues. However, there lack of scholarly studies that concern the intervention and response of the criminal justice system of the UK in addressing the rising trends of Knife Crime. In this context, the present study fills the research vacuum and seeks to understand the response calibrated by the criminal justice in the UK in response to the spikes in children's knife crime in the UK. Broadly, the study seeks to outline the extent of knife crime committed by children in the UK. Besides, the study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of the response mounted by the criminal justice system in the United Kingdom. In addition, the study seeks to understand the causes of the knife crime among children in the UK. The overriding purpose of the present study concerns explicating the trends of knife crime in the UK, and the intervention measures adopted by the institutions in the UK in curbing the tendencies. The study is guided by the question of the extent to which the response of the criminal justice system was effective in addressing the negative trends of child crime among children. 
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The present study examines the responses formulated by the criminal justice dispensation in the UK to contain the escalating knife crime amongst children in the UK. According to the data published in the Commons Library Briefing dated 13th Oct 2023 by The Office for National Statistics (ONS), knife crime has increased by 5% in the last year, indicating a worrying increase in violence throughout England and Wales. Police data show that there were 48,716 knife or sharp instrument occurrences in comparison to 46,367 the year before, and as such the effectiveness of the responses crafted by the criminal justice system needs to be examined (House of Commons, 2023). Furthermore, the number of "possession of article with a blade or point" offences increased by 4% in September 2023, accounting for 27,846 cases.
The present study follows interpretative research philosophy as the study seeks to understand the causes of the knife crime among children in the UK (Guest et al, 2023). The research philosophy of interpretivism aligns with the essence and goals of the present study since the present study aims to unravel the causes, stressors, scope and the gaps in terms of interventions and responses to curb knife crimes in the UK (Hammersley, 2017). Also, as the study seeks to interrogate the responses formulated by the criminal justice system, it necessitates examination of the prevailing criminal justice framework, and as such interpretative research philosophy is pertinent for the present study. 
The present study employs a qualitative research method as it facilitates and streamlines interpretation and collection of the textual data. Besides, this method can enable the researcher to understand the risks, causes and the judicial responses prompted by the knife crime issue in the UK. Moreover, the present study collects data from a wide array of secondary sources such as newspaper articles, books, legal documents, briefing, and research articles. 
The information provided by the secondary sources for this study will be subjected to a thematic evaluation using the methodology described in Braune and Clarke (2023). The thematic analysis is fitting for the present study as it enables the researcher to recognise the causes of the persistence of the knife crime in the UK, and also can evaluate the responses formulated by the criminal judicial system. 
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At the beginning of 2008, British politics was concerned on the dilemmas of children violence, and knife crime was featured as one of the pressing predicaments that plagued children demographics in the United Kingdom. To the extent that knife crime had gained pernicious proportions, the extensive prevalence of knife crime was likened to an epidemic in the United Kingdom. According to the Youth Justice Board's 2008 MORI Youth Survey, 31% of 11–16-year-olds enrolled in mainstream schools said they had carried a weapon at some point in the previous year. The two most frequently reported weapons were a penknife (17%) and a knife (17%). The conservative opposition had railed against the degeneration of the society and pointed towards escalating children violence as a telltale sign of a “broken society”. The plethora of challenges that faced the Labor government in terms of children crime and deviance had fostered the formulation of policies and legal actions to mitigate the law-and-order crisis amongst the children population. This had occasioned a momentous shift in the policymaking under the helm of the labour government and had given an impetus to the Labour’s children justice policymaking (Skarlatidou et al., 2023; Smart-Akande et al., 2022). This prompted the publication of the Youth Crime Action Plan in 2008 by the government, which sought to significantly transform the children justice system. The Youth Crime Action Plan outlines a comprehensive strategy across various government departments to address youth crime. It emphasises a three-pronged approach involving enforcement and punishment for unacceptable behaviour, necessary support, and challenge where needed, and improved prevention measures. The plan emphasises zero tolerance for the actions of a minority that bring harm and suffering to others (HM Government, 2008). The reform of the children justice system had been proposed through empirical ground realities of the ten years and the loopholes of the policymaking in the ten years had allowed the government to formulate policy that addresses the existing drawbacks in the children justice dispensation. Besides, the publication of the document was expedited to counteract the escalating gang culture and the instrumental nature of the children violence prevalent in British politics. 
The issue of knife crime has driven considerable actions by law enforcement and law formulation authorities. In 2019 the British Youth Council was tasked with addressing the problem of knife crime after 1.1 million young individuals across the UK voted for it as their top concern. The Youth Select Committee was made up of eleven members aged between 15 and 19. The progress of the government in tackling knife crime and other violent criminal activities was featured in the Public Account Committee examinations.  Besides, an inquiry committee of home affairs was formed at the beginning of 2007 (Serious Violence Crime Inquiry Committee), and a second inquiry committee formation (Serious Violence Crime Inquiry Committee-II) followed in November 2008. Furthermore, the Home Affairs Select Committee commissioned a report focusing on the Young Black People and Criminal Justice System, a document instrumental in steering policymaking to ensure neutrality and equality of the policymaking processes (Haylock et al., 2020a; Gwata et al., 2024). 
Knife crime offenses in England and Wales have reached a peak that has not been documented since 1946, experiencing a substantial surge of 80% over the past five years. London accounts for approximately one-third of the total recorded offenses nationwide, and within the capital, two-thirds of these incidents involve individuals aged between 10 and 25 years old (Bentham, 2019). In 2018, the Ministry of Justice recorded a total of 21,484 offenses involving knives and offensive weapons, marking the highest number of cases dealt with since 2009 (The Guardian, 2024). 
However, the diverse array of crimes that the knife can commit cannot be uniformly labelled as knife crime. For example, a plethora of ‘knife-enabled’ crimes can be conducted, and it is convenient to label the crime based on the gravity of the offense and injury rather than solely identifying a crime based on the weapon deployed in conducting the criminal activity. According to the House of Commons Library, knife crime refers to criminal activities that involve the use of a bladed or sharp object. The briefing paper thoroughly examines and evaluates the statistical data pertaining to knife crime in England and Wales (Densley, Deuchar and Harding, 2020; Gamman and Frater, 2020). The offences wielding sharp objects and knives has peaked in the British society and had skyrocketed in the 2018 registering the highest attacks in 2018. Hence, the official statistics evinces increasing prevalence of the knife crimes. Knife crimes is also associated with a higher degree of harm, as the knife crimes poses grave threats to the victims. Besides, the carriers of the knives also remain vulnerable to heightened risk of injury. This induces a cycle of violence whereby the victims become more prone in carrying weapon and committing attacks, which also raises the risk of victimisation (Cook and Walklate, 2020a). 
The prevailing strategies places emphasis on the young people as the vulnerable population to whom the interventions need to be directed, as the evidence reveals that the children remain exposed to the knife crime both on the roles of perpetrators and victims. However, as a demographic group, the juveniles feature moderately among the offenders in the UK, as the demographic group account for 21% of the offenders possessing weapon (Hendry, 2022; Hitchcock, 2010). Moreover, according to the Devastating After Effects anti-knife crime (2019) report by The Flavasum Trust indicated that knives are commonly used by a broad range of violent youth who are inclined towards criminal activities. The distinctive exposure of the knife crime amongst the children can be vindicated through analysis underpinned by life course theory, that indicates that a few knife carriers sustain their violent association with the weapon till adulthood (The Flavasum Trust, 2019). 
A series of studies by HM Government (2018) have highlighted the factors that make children prone to knife crimes. These studies had indicated the motivational causes that prompt the knife-carrying behaviour and tendencies towards knife carrying is driven by ingrained fear, risks of victimisation, pressure exerted by peer group and as a fashion statement. Also, persistent perception of insecurity and the absence of trust reposed on police often lead the victims to resort towards knife carrying. The systematic research in the field had indicate the risk factors correlated with knife crime and that extensively predicted the vulnerability to knife crimes e.g. age gender, financial deprivation, ethnicity, socioeconomic backgrounds, prior victimisation, low educational attainment, and the lack of integration into mainstream education. Besides, research also identified that a host of other risk factors render the young people vulnerable to Knife crimes, such as the lack of alternative stimulating activities, territoriality and geographic influence and engagement with gangs. The risk factors varied markedly across myriad contexts, and in this context, uniform. Furthermore, The prominent intervention designed to curb the knife crimes is encapsulated in the notable programme of “No Knives and Better Lives” (Shortly referred as NKBL), which had been initiated by Violence Reduction Unit (VRU) coordinated by Scottish government. 
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In the United Kingdom it is an offence under Section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act 1953 for a person to have “with him in a public place any offensive weapon without lawful authority or reasonable excuse”. Moreover, it is illegal, according to Section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988, for someone to carry "with him in a public place... any article which has a blade or is sharply pointed," with the exception of a folding pocketknife with a cutting edge of no more than three inches, unless they have a valid reason or legal approval. In addition, possession of an offensive weapon or any object with a blade or point on school property without a valid reason or legal authority is prohibited by Section 139A of the Criminal Justice Act 1988. Furthermore, flick knives and gravity knives are prohibited by the Restriction of Offensive Weapons Act of 1959, section 1(1A). 
Moreover, in case of a repeat offense of possessing a knife or offensive weapon, 16 and 17-year-olds will now be subject to a minimum four-month Detention and Training Order. The authority to waive the required sentences will remain with the courts. 16 and 17-year-olds will typically still be given non-custodial sentences. Also, conviction for a second (or subsequent) offense committed after July 17, 2015, carries a required minimum prison term. Nonetheless, in reality, courts have the authority to sentence 16 and 17-year-olds to non-custodial (community) sentences if they enter guilty pleas as soon as possible or if the court has information about their individual circumstances or the specifics of the offenses that warrant a sentence reduction. Furthermore, the Sentencing Council released a comprehensive guideline on Bladed Articles and Offensive Weapons, which will take effect on 1st June 2018. This guideline encompasses a distinct set of instructions for sentencing children and young individuals, ensuring a fair and appropriate approach to their cases (Youth Justice Legal Centre, 2021b).
The criminal justice dispensation sets out the penalties for the individuals that are convicted in the knife crimes and an array of penal measures are recommended e.g. fines, imprisonment, and probation. According to the CPS guidelines if someone is found carrying an illegal knife, regardless of whether they have ever been caught before, they can face charges if they are over the age of 10. The legal process for juvenile offenders generally follows similar principles as adult cases, including the gathering of evidence, hearings, and trials. However, the proceedings are adapted to be more suitable for children, with measures in place to ensure their understanding and participation. Furthermore, tracking re-offending rates among juvenile offenders is an essential aspect of evaluating the effectiveness of the juvenile justice system. Authorities may collect data on re-offending rates to assess the impact of interventions and identify areas for improvement in the system. Overall, the focus of the criminal justice system regarding juvenile offenders is often on rehabilitation and reintegration into society, recognising that children may be more responsive to interventions aimed at addressing underlying issues such as family problems, substance abuse, or educational needs (Case and Hampson, 2019).
Furthermore, the criminal justice dispensation also provides for prison and probation services that are tasked with the management and monitoring of the custodial procedures and promoting rehabilitation for the offenders. The services were geared towards prevention of the criminal behaviour and recidivism. Furthermore, the criminal justice system in the United Kingdom ensured the security and the wellbeing of the young people that are under convictions and serving prison terms (Youth Justice Legal Centre, 2021).
Furthermore, the criminal records bureau in the United Kingdom had maintained extensive database and records of the knife crimes for both children and adults. The information was collected and compiled on the decisions on volunteer work, employment and other positions relating to trust. Besides, the criminal justice system had initiated a set of proactive measures to eliminate the socioeconomic stressors that perpetuated the tendencies of the criminals in engaging in the knife crimes. This entailed formulation of the intervention procedures and countering the underlying causes for curtailing the prevalence of criminal activities. Moreover, the criminal justice dispensation in the United Kingdom had framed a substantive and holistic approach that espoused nimble persecution and prosecution of knife crimes. Besides, there had been determined efforts aimed at rehabilitation, provision of public safety, and ensuring societal wellbeing (The Police Foundation, 2021). 
Furthermore, according to the report ‘An inspection of how well the police tackle serious youth violence’ 2023 published by His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) police had been deployed in the hotspot zones and intelligence are gathered and disseminated. Besides, a dedicated force for curbing children violence had been constructed. Besides, the suppression tactics deployed by the police entailed more proactive approaches aimed at problem-solving and given an impetus to intelligence gathering and analysis. Besides, police were concentrated on the hot spots that are more prone to knife attacks and the capacity of the police intelligence had been heavily fortified. Moreover, a long-term suppression strategy to be deployed by the police had been envisaged by the London Metropolitan police, and this constitutes the cornerstone of the criminal justice system response to the rising of knife crimes in the UK (HMICFRS, 2023a). 
Furthermore, efforts had been also concentrated on designing responses through coordination of the multiplicity of the agencies. It is predicated on the belief that violence pervades the society and entails a community problem and the police as a sole authority cannot intervene effectively to curb the knives violence trends in the UK. Moreover, partnership and outreach efforts to bolster the community effort against the knife attacks can be deemed as an effective mechanism to promote effective community mobilisation and for fostering cooperation across multiple agencies. In fact, in coordinating the cooperation across diverse array of the agencies, the ethnic diversity prevailing among the communities need to be taken into account. Besides, the sensitivity across linguistic and cultural lines needs to be promoted through intensive training and imbuing the values to the officers deployed within a particular force mechanism directed towards addressing surging knife crimes (HMICFRS, 2023b).
The UK's criminal justice authorities had dispatched specialised police teams to oversee the schools. Furthermore, because school-age children make up the majority of those who commit knife crimes, it has been praised that using a focused plan to alter the attitudes of these students can effectively promote successful intervention tactics. In actuality, positions as police liaison officers are allocated to schools in high-violence neighbourhoods. Additionally, in order to discourage the use of knives and other serious crimes, police officers frequently collaborate with schools to promote anti-violence education programs. Additionally, police created and implemented curricula that promoted anti-violence ideals and ethos in order to foster a spirit and values that discourage pupils from using knives (Cook and Walklate, 2020b). 
Furthermore, the justice system prodded the social workers to engage in the prevention procedures to support prevention of the knives crimes. The social intervention needs to efficaciously deploy the street outreach workers and the outreach activities need to be focused in areas where there is pressing need for outreach activities. These was manifest as the government of the UK had fervently drove the outreach activities. Moreover, the authorities in the UK particularly centred the intervention mechanisms on the children that are most exposed to the risks of knife crimes. Furthermore, there were considerable efforts adopted for management and effective monitoring of the offenders (Hendry, 2022).
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The criminal justice system in the United Kingdom considered countering violence as a public health duty, and the strategy had stressed on accountability of the stakeholders from myriad sectors e.g. health, education, social services, and police. The violent crime strategy had been formulated, and the strategy devoted 100 million for “Serious Violence Fund” for bolstering operational units of the police—and this had been further supplemented by instituting Violence Reduction Units (VRU) to locate risks, identify protective factors, and supervises change.
Besides, the government had framed a series of initiatives for countering the menace of knife crime. In April 2019, Theresa May had proposed a ministerial taskforce for coordination of the government efforts and to streamline the operations across multiple departments. Besides, Theresa May indicated the intention to institute serious violence team amalgamating representatives across the government. Theresa May envisaged a coordinated and joined-up approach for supporting local areas to set up operational equivalents of violence reduction units in local areas. Besides, the agency underscored on crafting a multi-agency plan for tackling violent crime.  Besides, a fund comprising 200 million was devoted to the young people to curb the risks of violence and crime. This emphasizes a public health approach in mitigating serious violence. The government formulated Serious Violence Strategy that set out mechanisms for tackling knife crime issue.
The study had indicated that the UK government had crafted mandatory sentence terms for holding the individual’s handling knives into account, especially mandatory sentence guidelines had been charted focusing on the children’s offenders. The guidelines entailed minimum sentences that judges are obligated to impose on the individual associated with a knife crime (Wilkinson, Chopra and Badger, 2024). On the other hand, legal proceedings were further given impetus as harsher and stringent legal actions were mandated to contain knife-related criminal activities. This involved long-term prison sentences and signalling strict consequences for the individuals guilty of the illegal handling of the laws. This ramp up the deterrence efforts undertaken by the police and other agencies and the threats of force as indicated by the police become credible. However, the effectiveness of the harsher penalties had not much bearing upon the children’s perpetrators that are often propelled by monetary rage and irrational motives. Also, oftentimes the courts substantially dampen the legal actions directed towards children. Thus, the robust legal measures formulated and implemented for prevention of the knife crimes are often futile and fails to produce desired results (Williams 2023).
The significance of designing multi-pronged approach is further urgent as the involvement of the children demographics in the knife crime is driven by a mosaic of factors cross-cutting the cultural, social and environmental factors. These factors are tied in intricate processes and have bearing upon the behaviours and the choices of the individual. Therefore, disruption of the cycle of the knife crimes requires designing proactive policy responses aimed at robustly addressing the drivers and risks that lurks and exacerbates the knife crime (Vinnakota et al., 2022). Thus, emphasising solely on the domain of the criminal judicial system and underscoring the legislative measures in an effort to extirpate the criminal activities will not suffice, rather, government need to demonstrate determination in crafting holistic efforts to contain and curb the scourge of the knife crimes that plagues the UK. Besides, what might consider as knife crimes might in turn indicate a diverse range of threats encompassing poverty, inadequate housing, pervasive unemployment and limited opportunities and educational access. Thus, without effectively addressing the underlying socioeconomic issues, the scourge of the knife crimes cannot be uprooted (Tribe and Harris and Kneebone, 2018). 
A set of interventions are deployed for mitigating knife crimes in the United Kingdom. The diversionary activities entail engaging children in constructive and positive activities that instil positivity among children and elicit feel-good sentiments among children. The diversionary approaches divert the children from negative and harmful behaviour and encourage children towards positive behavioural patterns. The strength-based approaches involve engagement in activities with purpose, and the mentors often employ tailored activities based on the interests and strengths of the children. Besides, a spectrum of other interventions is often preferred e.g. health awareness interventions, fostering community involvement, supporting community interventions, and designing aftermath interventions (McNulty and Hendry, 2023).
Although the harsh and stricter legislative measures had led to drastic diminution of the knife crime rates in the United Kingdom, however the diminishing crime incidence rate cannot be correlated to the drastic legislative measures.  Moreover, the legislative procedures were paired with the educational programs in communities and schools that had imbued value-system that had changed the tendencies amongst the children’s that were hitherto susceptible to the committing knife crimes (Thornton, 2019). Hence, the continuous intensification of the social outreach and the positive messaging had facilitated positive trends that had substantially trend of the children’s offenders in the United Kingdom. Besides, it was particularly evident in the United Kingdom that, the trust placed on the law enforcement agencies and the safety provision by the agencies had engendered a sense of security that had bolstered community engagement and perception in the United Kingdom. Thus, the engagement of the community had been ramped up in countering knife crime issues (Squires, 2009b). Besides, notable improvements in the quantitative data on crime rates and the diminishing tendency of recidivism underscores the improvement induced by the criminal justice system’s push towards curtailing knife crimes. Moreover, the study underscores that the standalone approach of the criminal justice dispensation cannot generate decisive changes, rather, a broad array of the changes needs to be affected in the economic, environmental, and social domain for prevention of the knife crimes through credible threats of the punitive measures. 
The significance of designing multi-pronged approach is further urgent as the involvement of the children demographics in the knife crime is driven by a mosaic of factors cross-cutting the cultural, social and environmental factors. These factors are tied in intricate processes and have bearing upon the behaviours and the choices of the individual. Hence, disruption of the cycle of the knife crimes requires designing proactive policy responses aimed at robustly addressing the drivers and risks that lurks and exacerbates the knife crime (Henshaw, 2019). Thus, emphasising solely on the domain of the criminal judicial system and underscoring the legislative measures in an effort to extirpate the criminal activities will not suffice, rather, government need to demonstrate determination in crafting holistic efforts to contain and curb the scourge of the knife crimes that plagues the United Kingdom. Besides, what might consider as knife crimes might in turn indicate a diverse range of threats encompassing poverty, inadequate housing, pervasive unemployment and limited opportunities and educational access. Thus, without effectively addressing the underlying socioeconomic issues, the scourge of the knife crimes cannot be uprooted (Safer Society, 2008).
Furthermore, knife crimes don’t transpire in a vacuum, rather moulded and strained by peer pressure, burdens of social norms and the negative gang influences. Thus, the effectiveness of the interventions will necessitate ensuring involvement of the broader societal forces and actors to contain the persistence of the knife crimes. The communities need to be empowered, and the trust need to be restored and the collaboration needs to be solidified for promotion of the positive social connections. Moreover, the criminal judicial system needs to foster robust community dynamics and social networks, while maintenance of the broad array of the interventionist measures. Thus, broadly, in order to eliminate the risks of the knife crimes and contain the bulge of the knife crimes, the community social networks need to be capitalised and nurtured in an effort to bolster trust and endorse cooperative mechanisms (Parliament UK, 2021).
Furthermore, the effectiveness of the legislative and other intervention mechanisms is severely hampered as underlying trauma and adverse experiences that engenders violent behavioural patterns are not adequately addressed and resolved. In addition, the internal tensions among the perpetrators are not often countered, rather, standalone legislative measures are pushed, hence, the trauma and adverse experience needs to be dealt prior to designing other responses. This need to be expedited through promotion of the counselling, trauma-informed care, provision of mental health support and fostering positive development (Green and Hendry, 2022). Moreover, the prevention and intervention often constitute last-ditch effort deployed by the police and the regulatory authorities. However, the law enforcement agencies need to be prudent in proactive prevention and intervention of the children criminals’ activities and actions. Besides, the intervention of the government will be efficacious if the long-term costs inflicted are considered, and accordingly measures are undertaken to address the societal costs. 
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