Portfolio of Evidence

Throughout this portfolio of evidence, I will discuss my recent placement at a school situated in Neath Port Talbot county. There are approximately 250 children studying at the school and only 6.5% of those children are eligible to receive free school meals which is lower than the average for the nation. The school were inspected by ESTYN in 2017 and had good reviews. For means of confidentiality I will not disclose any names of the children. I will follow the BERA guidelines and therefore will refer to the school as ‘Primary School A’ to keep confidentiality. In this portfolio of evidence, I will highlight the observations of children and lessons, how they were conducted and the reaction from the students from a period of 10 days. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend any training sessions or meetings and therefore will discuss more about the placement.

Day 1 & 2
During my first day in Primary School A I was welcomed by the receptionist and was guided around the school for a brief tour. I was immediately surprised at how modern the school was by the volume of technology equipped in every class ranging from the bottom of the school right to the top. From having a quick discussion with the headmistress about the reason I was volunteering at Primary School A, we thought it would be beneficial for my assignments that I should observe the classrooms from nursery/reception right up in to year 6. Therefore, I was able to gain experience throughout the different age groups. My first classroom that I was assigned to was nursery/reception. 

I began the placement in nursery/reception. I arrived as the children were coming in to start the day. After putting their coats and bags on their assigned pegs the children went to place a picture of themselves on something the teacher referred to as a ‘how do you feel today chart?’. There were a list of emotions ranging from happy, sad and angry. The children would then place the picture of themselves on the emotion that they were feeling that morning. If the teacher noticed that someone had placed their picture on the sad or angry emotion she would ask them why they were feeling this way. They did this for the two days that I was assigned to nursery/reception class in order for the teacher to monitor the well-being of the child and for the children to understand different emotions.

One of the activities that the children could do independently during the lesson was to practise forming numbers on the interactive whiteboard using either their finger or a stylus. The children that were chosen to participate relished in this activity as they believed they were playing rather than learning, when in fact they were doing both. In the foundation phase I notice that working through play was a key element to the structure of an ordinary day. The teacher had told me that all the children in the class had been grouped together based on their ability. Every group had different tasks to complete every day, all of the tasks were based around Christmas as that was the time I was on placement. 

Day 3 & 4
On my third and fourth day I was placed in years 1 and 2. I noticed how the two classrooms were laid out similarly to the nursery/reception class as they were still in the foundation phase. I was first sent to year 2 where I noticed straight away that there were QR codes dotted around the class, the teacher told me that the QR codes were part of an enrichment task for the week. I was particularly interested in this task as it was something I had not been aware of that happened in schools. Children were running around the classroom to find the QR codes with an iPad that had an app called ‘QR reader’. Once the children had located the QR code they would scan it and the iPad would redirect them to a task that they had to complete using the iPad. I was shocked that children aged 6 and 7 were able to navigate using such technology as I wouldn’t have been able to at their age. I believe that the use of QR codes was a great addition to the classroom as it allowed the children to work independently and that the teacher could show the children on a whiteboard the results from the task. 

On my fourth day I was placed in year 1. The classroom was very alike to nursery/reception and year 2. Similarly, to the emotion chart in nursery/reception the children would come into class and would use an iPad to go on an app called ‘speakr’. Children would sign into this app using their own details and would chose the emotion they were feeling that morning, ranging from happy, okay, angry and silly. The children could then add further comments as to why they were feeling this way if they wanted to. The year 1 teacher explained to me that she was able to record the results from the app and it benefited her as she could know right away how the children were feeling and if there was a constant pattern of a child feeling sad they could address it with the parents and headmistress. I observed throughout the day that children were doing work on the clock. The teacher was using a website with a clock on the screen, the clock would show a certain time and there would be 4 multiple choice answers for the children to choose. 

Day 5 

On my fifth day in Primary School A I was placed in a year 3 classroom. The layout of the year 3 classroom was very different to that of the foundation phase classrooms. In key stage 2 it would seem there were less fun activities and more emphasis on written work. The classroom was full of tables and chairs and had more of a formal feeling to it as if the children were there to learn and there to learn only. I noticed that the children were more boisterous at this age and the teacher was using class management strategies such as the ‘class dojo’s’. Year 3 were tasked to do their own research on a selection of famous scientists. They then had to create a fact file about the scientists, this would include all interesting facts about the scientists such as their name, date of birth, nationality and what they have contributed to science. The children were doing this research task using an iPad and chrome books.

Day 6 & 7

On my sixth and seventh day of my placement I spent two days with year 4. The classroom layout was very similar to year 3 as there was lots of tables and chairs. I was fortunate enough to observe children role playing using a green screen. Year 4 were given a focus task of changes within the weather so children were using the green screen to tell the other children the forecast in the weather, whilst another child recorded using an iPad. After some adjustments made using the iPad the children would be left with a video of themselves speaking about the weather forecast in Wales. I was told by the year 4 teacher that the reason that the children were using the green screen and the iPads were so the children forecasting the weather could develop their speaking, language and digital skills. The teacher went on to tell me that lessons using the iPads weren’t very common as year 3 and 4 had to share a batch of iPads. This would sometimes cause friction between the two year groups. Another lesson I observed whilst in year 4 was a geography lesson. The focus of the lesson was reptiles, the children were learning about different types of reptiles and where they lived in the world. The children had a map of the world without the names of the countries on it and a set of fact files with pictures of each reptile. The fact file stated where in the world the reptile lived, the children then had to use an atlas to find out where they should cut and glue the picture of the reptile to. 

Day 8
On the eighth day of placement I was in a year 5 class. I had witnessed the children participating in their weekly physical education lesson. The children were taking part in circuits which they seemed to thoroughly enjoy. When we returned to the classroom many children were leaving the classroom to participate in school council meetings, musical lessons and siarter Cymraeg meetings. The final lesson of the day was an Art lesson. The children were studying how fashion had changed over the years and were given a long piece of paper with years from 1940’s to 2010 on it, underneath every year the children would have to draw a person wearing the fashion from that era. The children would know the fashion of that era as they were to research this on the iPads during this lesson.

Day 9 & 10

Towards the end of my placement in Primary School A I was placed in year 6 for the remaining two days of my experience. I had noticed that the year 6 teacher was using a game called ‘kahoot’, a game that I had played before. Children were to be put into pairs and were given iPads to share with one another. From there they were asked to go onto kahoot via the internet and type in a code that the teacher had given to them. The children were all participating in a quiz regarding their previous lesson on maths. There was a question on the teacher’s white board that the children would read. The question would have four answers with one being correct then the children would select the answer on the iPad from a multiple choice selection. The children would have around 20 seconds to answer this question, with the aim of the game being to answer the fastest and correctly. 

Year 6 were studying World War 2 in History and were required to write a diary from that time. The children had to pretend that they were an evacuee and were moving to live in the countryside. They had to write in first person and be creative with their writing. Although it was a serious topic, the children were completely engaged in the topic and seemed fascinated by World War 2. Most of the children managed to write at least two A4 pages of writing. Due to it being the end of the day on a Friday, the teacher allowed the children to participate in yoga. When I asked her why she was allowing the children to do yoga instead of classwork, she told me it was part of their weekly exercise and it was beneficial to their wellbeing.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To summarise my placement at Primary School A, I have been very fortunate to have observed every year group in the school. In every class I learned something different ranging from classroom management strategies to health and well-being techniques. It was very obvious how dependent this school is on technology and I feel I have gained invaluable experience from my placement in Primary School A. 
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