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This study examines the lives of people in rural Zimbabwe specifically the village of Chinamhora, and the different life experiences that people have depending on whether or not they own a birth certificate. 
I will be looking at the struggle people face when they do not have access to the correct identification, in areas such as education, work and motherhood. Furthermore, I will be looking at the discrimination placed upon women even when they have the correct identification such as a birth certificate, and how they can sometimes be subject to brutal treatment in areas such as education and politics. 
I will be conducting my research by using qualitative methods to result in rich data for me to conduct this study, against the background of the historical context of documentation which resulted from British colonial rule. 
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[bookmark: _Toc513632047]Introduction

“A lengthy stay in an exotic culture…is the central rite of passage serving to initiate and anoint a newcomer to the discipline “ (Maanen, 2011: 14). 
In order to conduct my research I travelled to the village Chinamhora in Zimbabwe in August 2017.  While in Zimbabwe I stayed in a community centre of Love Zimababwe; this area of land is owned by Martha Musonza Holman and run by her two sons, Taurai and Tafadzwa along with their wives and children. Along with these there are a group of men who visit in the day to help in the community such as close family friends who work as a form of security guards and handy men. There is also a group of women known as the mothers and their children who visit on a daily basis, bring food, cook together, care for their children and generally spend time together to talk, or on occasions when they have the money or if a event is coming up will get their hair braided by one of the local men or women. 
While spending my time in this community I was able to have different convasations with people from different backgrounds; however the same topic was always brought up, and that was the issues they faced in life could have been different if they had the correct documentation to identify themselves, such as a birth certificate. 
Throughout this dissertation I will be analysising the birth certificate system in place in Zimbabwe and the difference in a woman’s life when they do have access to the correct birth certificate identification. In order to come to a conclusion on the women’s quality of life I will be analysising the life that people lead when they do not own a birth certificate; I will be looking at the cycle of entrapment they face due to the lack of human rights in regards to education, work and crime. Alongside this I will be looking at the life of those who are fortunate enough to have access to their birth certificate and the difference it has made to the livesmales and females lead in sectors such as education, work and politics; plus the injustice faced by women in these areas compared to males of the same background. In order to demonstrate these issues effectively I will be using the information provided to me by the participants I interviewed and observed while in Zimbabwe.
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The opportunity to do work in Zimbabwe began in my first year of university, when I was able to meet Martha, the founder of Love Zimbabwe after receiving an email about volunteer opportunities. I attended a talk by her where she, along with her son, explained her charity and the work they are doing in Zimbabwe, and then talked more personally to those who sounded like they would be right for the trip. I, along with five others were chosen. The months leading up to the trip I attended many different meetings and fundraising events to prepare myself. My first trip to Zimbabwe, which was my first trip abroad, was purely volunteering and involved a lot of building and gardening as well as state visits and exploring the beautiful country. From that visit I knew I wanted to help the women there and the clinic that they need, and so on returning to the UK I worked to raise money for them and stayed in touch. I also knew I wanted to return to Zimbabwe for my dissertation but was unsure about what I wanted to research while I was there, although I was determined to look at the lives of women from a feminist point of view. 
When it came to talking to my participants I knew that my demeanor and attitude towards my environment would be important (Madison, 2012:39). In the book Critical Ethnography, Soyini Madison (2012: 39) writes about the importance of building a rapport with participants as being one of the most important considerations. Looking at our own personal attributes is an important part to this; for example, I am female so doing my research into women in this area I have an advantage as it could be argued that it would be more difficult for a male to do the same research. On the other hand, I am a British white female and this attribute had to be taken in to account with the country’s colonial past and ‘white man’ or ‘Murungu’. Madison (2012) writes about mindful rapport, that when starting out a study in the field it is important for participants to feel a comfort and trust between themselves and the interviewer, that the interviewer should be mindful of this throughout their interviews, and stay in the field in order to reassure the participant that the interviewer respects them and their home and that what they are saying is being heard and that the interviewer cares: “Keep in mind the being a good listener is an art and a virtue” (Madison, 2012:39).  In the book Critical Ethnography (Madison, 2012), the idea of Positive Naïveness is introduced, and this is the concept of there being someone who knows and someone striving to know, it is relying on the humility of others who know and trusting their knowledge (Madison, 2012:39). Madison writes that the researcher should grasp what is new to them with “integrity, intelligence, and conviction” (Madison, 2012:39).  This was key when gaining access and rapport with the women of the village as there were many things I did not know or know how to do, and the process of the women teaching me things like how to make Sadz created a relationship and bond between me and the other women, making a good rapport when it came to interviews. When an anthropologist has first had permission to gain access, explained the reason they are there and won trust, they then have to consider the possibility of being refused by someone or encountering hostile environments (Ervin, 2005:162). These are anxious moments, and the vulnerability of the researcher can affect their self-esteem throughout their fieldwork period (Ervin, 2005:162). When entering my fieldwork, I was hit by very little hostility from my participants but there was an underlying feeling of hostility from people outside the village who knew that I and the other student I travelled with were there.  Fortunately, this didn’t create a barrier for my research. As Ervin writes in the book Applied Anthropology (2005), it is at this point where a clearance must be established from the relevant gatekeepers or officials such as village councils or government organisations in order to make it as easy as possible to conduct the research (Ervin, 2005:162).  For this I visited the local police station to introduce myself and express my reasons for visiting while showing all the appropriate paperwork, this was not only for safety reasons but a form of respect. Along with this I visited the village head man and local important people to greet them and build a rapport with them so that my presence there was known, and so was my respect. 
When I came to do my research in Chinamhora there were plenty of ethical considerations I had to take into account before starting. It is no longer the time where all you had to do to get permission to conduct a study was to contact the head of a department, now there are a lot of routes to be taken to make sure everything the researcher is doing is ethical (Bell,2005: 43). It is the researcher’s responsibility to find out about local rules and history when considering the ethics (Bell, 2005). This was something I had to take into consideration when working in Zimbabwe: knowing the political unrest that was happening at the time I had to think about what topics may be unpleasant for me to ask participants; in addition to this the topics I would exploring may upset participants by asking them to talk about their own experiences, and so ethical considerations had to be extensive. Ethics is the concern of what is right and wrong, the researcher must look at the moral statements and judgments of a situation to know whether or not the situation is morally correct (Madison, 2012:96). Being attentive to this can be a challenge as it means the researcher has a duty to ask deeper questions and consider the end result of what could come from the questions (Madison, 2012:96). What is ethical is both a philosophical question and a way of living that anthropologists in the field have to live by (Madison, 2012:96). One argument is that ethics is our environment, and that the environment challenges our ethics and defines it day to day (Madison, 2012:96). For my field work I have used the American Anthropology Association (AAA) code of ethics. In the book Critical Ethnography (Madison, 2012), the author lists the four main points for the AAA’s codes: to avoid harm, respect all humans and non-humans, working for conservation and to consult actively with the individuals or group that the researcher is working with for a goal that benefits all parties (Madison, 2012:128). 
When conducting my research, it was an important part of the ethical considerations that I would be transparent with all individuals that I would be working with; this would be by providing information such as the purpose of my study, if there would be any impact to them and what university I was doing my undergraduate dissertation (Madison, 2012:129). When conducting my research, I had to make it very clear and be very honest about what I was looking into and why I was interested in the subject, this was because of the paranoia in the village from the political unrest that government employees were coming in to the village and trying to find out information. This was a common theme from my first visit: anyone new is questioned on why they are there. I had to be clear that my research was contributing to my undergraduate dissertation at UWTSD and that I would keep their identity hidden within my work if that was what they wished. Madison (2012) writes that when proposing and conducting research the researcher must be honest and straightforward to all parties who could be affected by it in any way. The researcher must be straightforward about the purpose and goal of the study, what impact there could be on individuals or society and who is the source of support for the project (Madison, 2012:129). She also writes that transparency is an important factor when conducting interviews and recording what has been said, because the researcher must be clear on their role of an advocate of the interviewee and reflect this in their reporting; if the reporter does not it is disguising what they are doing and therefore is a breach of ethics (Madison, 2012:154).
In order for me to obtain consent I created a consent form for my participant to fill out before an interview or observations, on which I would make notes throughout the day. It was important that I had someone who spoke both English and Shona for this part as I needed the form explained in their language so that each participant knew exactly what they were signing. The forms have five tick boxes for the participant stating that they have read and understood the information sheet for the study, they understand that the study is voluntary and they are free to withdraw at any time, that any information they give can be used in the future, that their name will not appear in any work I produce and finally that they agree to take part in the study. They are finally asked to write their name, date and sign the paper. I felt there was a need to get consent from my participants because I wanted to be honest and truthful about everything I was researching in Zimbabwe. However, this commitment is not always shared and seen to be necessary by ethnographers. Informed consent is often deliberately rejected to mislead the participant when using covert methods (Murphy E and Dingwall R, 2007). This form of research is often defended on the basis of the quality of research that it produces (Murphy E and Dingwall R, 2007).  On occasions working undercover and not gaining consent is more beneficial; when conducting research, the research has to take into account how the presence of a researcher will change the behavior of their participants and for this reason if someone is trying to uncover something that might be illegal or morally wrong, not gaining consent or being transparent with the participant is more beneficial to their work than what other ethnographers would argue is ethical (Murphy E and Dingwall R, 2007).
Confidentiality within my research meant that if a participant wanted to stay anonymous then that individual’s identity would never be mentioned in my work. It is important to respect participants’ rights to anonymity because an in-depth interview can be intrusive in the first place, but to then have the individual’s identity throughout the researcher’s work would be increasingly more intrusive (Bell, 48). Sapsford and Abbott (1996:318-19) argue that there is a difference between confidentiality and anonymity. Confidentiality is a promise not to be identified in any form in the researcher’s work, whereas anonymity is where the researcher themselves would not be able to tell which information came from which participant (Bell, 48). For this definition it is confidentiality that I was able to promise my participants, as I know each of their stories and so keeping it anonymous would be next to impossible. Therefore, the names of the participants will be hidden and instead shown as participant numbers; I am hoping that this will keep their identity hidden as the village is a small place and in the unlikely event that my dissertation travels that far I would not like them to believe that I am not honoring my promise to them. A downside of keeping the identities of the participant anonymous means that the researcher cannot know the identity either; consequently, this means no follow-up questions can be performed which wouldn’t give the researcher all the information they need. There are a lot of issues with confidentiality, e.g. the researcher cannot say where the participant has come from, for example the head teacher in a school, because they are then giving away their identity and so a pseudonym must be used to hide it (Bell, 2005:49). All of this is extremely important because one bad experience with a researcher can prevent a whole group from ever allowing someone to work with them again (Bell, 2005: 49). 
When I had conducted my interviews and research I have the storage of this data to think about. The data I had collected had to be stored correctly in order to safeguard the confidentiality of my participants. In addition to this the data I had collect must meet the regulations of that data protection act of 1998[footnoteRef:1] (Bell,2005: 50).  [1:  The Data Protection Act of 1998 is “An Act to make new provision for the regulation of the processing of information relating to individuals, including the obtaining, holding, use or disclosure of such information.” (Gov.uk, 2018)] 

When it came to doing my research there was a few practical issues I had to find solutions for. What I thought to be the most important was the language barrier between me and my participants. This would be a limitation because although I knew the basic and polite greetings, I relied on the help of those who spoke both English and Shona to assist me in translating my questions and my interviewees’ answers. This presented a new problem, as I had the issue of the translation being different from what I originally thought it would be. As well as this there were many times where there was not translation from Shona to English and the participant had to describe what it was. Madison (2012), writes that language is a 
“systematic means of communication inherited by culture, tradition, and history to name things, to express needs, wants, and desires, as well as to be the product and producer of knowledge and value” (Madison, 2012: 57).
Learning just some of the local languages and signs of respect invokes trust and friendship between the researcher and the participant (Madison, 2012: 57); this I believe helped me a lot in my research, as even though I was not able to hold a conversation the local people respected that I knew the correct greeting for my gender and how to introduce myself. A researcher being on their best behavior by showing courtesy and attention to the community’s wishes can help build a rapport and trust (Ervin, 2005: 164). This assisted me with building a rapport with my participants and allowed me to approach new people. In addition to this there was the practicality of any culture shock that I had to get past. At the beginning of any fieldwork it is normal for researcher to experience culture shock (Ervin,2005: 163). Being in an environment where the researcher is unfamiliar with the whole culture, down to the behavior and values, can create anxiety and negative feelings (Ervin, 2005: 163). This feeling can lessen throughout the researcher’s time with them, especially if the fieldwork is over a long period of time; this can be a combination of the researcher becoming comfortable and being more accepted within the group (Ervin, 2005: 163).  
The majority of the data I collected during my fieldwork is qualitative. For this I will be referring back to Madison’s book Critical Ethnography (2012). Madison refers to Michelle Fine’s (1994) examples of three position on qualitative research. The first being the “Ventriloquist” approach where the researcher is striving to be invisible conducting their research (Madison, 2012: 7). The second is the position where the participant’s voice is the focus and their meanings and experiences from their indigenous backgrounds are dominant in the research while the researcher’s presence is there but not addressed (Madison, 2012:7). The third is the “activism” stance; this is where the research’s position is clear and is serving to intervene and advocate for those in marginalized areas while offering alternatives (Madison, 2012:7). Furthermore, Jürgen Habermas (1971) identifies another three positions of ethnographers similar to Fine’s (Madison.2012:7). The first being the “natural science model” which argues that the social world is measurable and can be predicted and tested by the researcher reporting unseen (Madison.2012:7). The second point Habermas presents is the “historical and interpretive model”, this is where the social world is described with an elaboration on the meaning and functions by the ethnographer, providing a balanced description (Madison.2012:7). The final point Habermas describes is the “critical theory model”, where the social life of a group is presented and analyzed for the purpose of political arguments for overcoming oppression (Madison.2012:7). Within my work, I would argue that I took the stance of the “critical theory model” (Madison.2012:7), as the social group I am writing about and the issue that I will be talking about is the political oppression that people in Zimbabwe face with regards to their right to a birth certificate and being registered at a young age. It is important when doing research to acknowledge the researcher’s positionality (Madison.2012:7). Noblit et al (2004) states that critical ethnography focuses too much on social changes instead of looking at the researcher’s positionality; he states that 
“critical ethnographers must explicitly consider their own acts of studying and representing people and situations are acts of domination even as critical ethnographers reveal the same in what they study” (Madison.2012:7). 
Looking at positionality is important because it forces us to consider our own power, privilege and biases at the same time and in the same way that the research is looking at and describing the power structures that are oppressing the participants they are working with (Madison.2012:7).
To collect my data, I came to the conclusion that interviews would be the best way to get a well-rounded and clear idea of the women’s lives. The interview style I used was unstructured with open ended questions. This allowed me to go to Zimbabwe with a list of questions I knew I wanted to ask but throughout my time there I was able to develop these questions and create new ones depending on the situations I ran into and the experiences I had on different days. This is one of a major advantages of interviews, the adaptability of each one (Bell, 2005: 157). This flexibility led me to the topic of parenthood and childbirth, allowing me to find the subject of birth certificates that I found intriguing, and I settled on this for my dissertation topic. Conducting my research in this way allowed the women to start their own topic of conversation within my interviews and express what they thought I would be interested in; this was important in the two different interview styles I used. The first was one to one interviews where the topic was quite specific; often topics that the interviewee did not want other people present at because it may be sensitive, for example about politics, husbands and their wives, or topics they could have been “embarrassed” about. The other was group interviews where I would sit with the women, normally outside cooking, and we would discuss topics that I would bring up and they themselves would bring in additional information that they felt passionate about, which changed the interview direction again. Allowing participants’ freedom to talk about what is significant to them rather than the interviewer always being in control is important (Bell, 2005:161). However, there should be some loose structure to ensure coverage of all the topics that the researcher wants to be covered (Bell, 2005: 161). For this reason, I had a list of topics and a few questions I wanted to ask each participant but I did not allow this to control the structure of my interviews.  In a lot of my interviews they turned into more of a relaxed discussion rather than a formal interview, which I believed reflected the whole atmosphere of the community and thus represented my time there well. Judith Bell (2005) qualifies a good interview as following up idea presented before, probing the interviewees answers and investigating the answers and the interviewees’ reasons behind them; these are the in-depth responses that a researcher cannot achieve with a questionnaire where every response should be taken at face value (Bell, 2005: 157). However, as when putting a questionnaire together, the wording of each question is important as certain terms should not be used, for example leading, presumptive or offensive wording for questions (Bell, 2005: 158). My interview method was unstructured interviews. Unstructured interviews like the ones I have conducted can produce a large and extensive data that is valuable to any researcher’s work (Bell, 2005: 161). However, conducting interviews in this way requires expertise and control over interviews for a large amount of time (Bell, 2005:161). The time I spent doing my research was very small compared to the other work done by other ethnographers; however, alongside my interviews the observations I was able to make allowed my research to be well rounded which has enabled me to collect a wealth of data and information to use within my dissertation. While conducting interviews there are opportunities to collect insightful data, however this tends to only happen if the interview is interesting and intriguing for the participant (Bell, 2005:161). In addition to this, Bell (2005) makes it clear that ethnographers should remember that an interview cannot just be an interesting conversation but in order to collect the correct information the right methods must be used (Bell, 2005: 161). In addition to using unstructured interviews I did two different types of interviews: group and one to one interviews. 
In many situations it is more beneficial to have a group interview rather than a one to one. Within a group interview the interviewer becomes more of a moderator rather than their original position (Bell, 2005: 162). The purpose of a group interview is to focus on one particular issue, for me this was women’s lives and so the only people in my group interview were women (Bell, 2005:162). These interviews were completely unstructured and I took a background position so that any intervention from me was completely minimal, and I did not affect any outcome of the discussion (Bell, 2005: 162). The intention was that the participants would interact with each other and create a discussion based on what they thought to be relevant to their lives (Bell, 2005:162); this happened to be their children and the struggle they face with money and getting their children into school, which throughout their discussion came about with the issues of gaining a birth certificate when their child is born.  Focus groups and group interviews are beneficial for the researcher to gain in-depth information as they are able to gain information on how their participants think, why they think like that and their reasoning behind it (Bell, 2005:162). One of the main issues with conducting interviews like this is that there is the chance that there are one or two strong personalities within the group that could squash out the other people’s voices (Bell, 2005:163). It could be argued that this is what did happen in a few of my interviews, however I would disagree and say the age balance within the group demonstrated how the elder women spoke before the younger women as they were regarded as having more experience and that their opinion should come first. Denscombe (1998:115) argues that for this reason the privacy that comes with one to one interviews does not bring this problem into play. 
In order to conduct my interviews and to collect as much data as possible, when it came to the one on one interviews I preferred to use a tape recorder to collect what my participant was saying, with their permission. This is helpful for many reasons but the main one is that the researcher is able to check the wording of participants’ statements after the interview (Bell,2005:164). In addition to this, by using the tape recorded you are able to show your participant that you are interested in what they are saying as you are not having to write down notes as fast as possible (Bell, 2006:164); this shows the participant respect and helps create a bond that allows them to be more open and divest more wealthy information. 
Throughout my time within the community of Chinamhora I undertook observations, both participant and non-participant. Observations can be argued as being a mundane and dull experience but allows any ethnographer to decipher the important aspects of a community that will help them throughout their time; observations allow you to see the family life, how the community works, social networks in the family and outer community, the authority relations along with status systems, kinship patterns, interactions with others and occasional acts of dramatic exceptions which occur, further adding to the wealth of data (Maanen, 2011: 48). Participant observations are not made up of one single method but are a large collection of different techniques which allow the researcher to collect the data that they desire; this is called a ‘omnibus strategy’ in the book Applied Anthropology by Alexander Ervin (2005). As I was traveling to Zimbabwe with a charity, Love Zimbabwe, I was able to actively participate and observe the daily life within the village. This included working with the women in the gardens, cooking with them, traveling with them and their children while also seeing their interaction with others. Being able to travel to their homes and see how they live and prepare food, possibly sometimes with the other wives, allowed me to learn a lot about their lives. The general observations I was fortunate to see were simple things like going to market, and travelling and eating with everyone who stayed in the community center provided me with a rich detailed start to my research. The observations, triangulated with interviews and participation, allowed me to learn a lot more about the women’s daily lives, such as traveling to the clinic, the jobs they do within the day and their feeling towards others with in the village. Ervin quotes Spradley (1980: 33:38) who notes that it is typical for researchers to block out large details of the world throughout their day (Ervin, 2005:165). Spradley argues that the reason behind this is because if we need note everything that happens that a researcher would have a “sensory overload”; some ethnographers argue that there are many points that it would useless to include to so many details, while other argue that the risk of missing anything may force the researcher to overlook crucial parts of the fieldwork community they are working with (Ervin, 2005:165). There are important aspects of observations that we should learn: who is doing what, who are they doing it with, where are they and at what time of the day do they do this? Looking at these aspects prove the researcher within the “framework” of the community; however, the smaller details of observation is needed to fill in the gaps left by those questions (Ervin, 2005). One of the key advantages to observations is that the researcher is able to record what their participants are doing as it occurs, when it is conducted effectively (Ervin, 2005). 
Over the time I spent in the community in Zimbabwe I kept a reflective journal; each day I would record what I had done that day along with any key observations I had made. This allowed me to look back over each day and each event that had happened and see if there were any connections or correlations. Michelle Ortlipp (2008) notes that the effects of keeping a reflective journal while conducting your research is that it allows you a change of ethnographic methods while you are out in the field ( Ortlipp, 2008: 699). “Critical self-reflection” (Ortlipp, 2008:699) prompts the researcher to change their approach which can lead to the researcher using techniques they did not originally plan to use; being able to reflect on the work they have already done and what they proposed to do in the first place can allow the researcher to see how they need to change their approach and change their research drastically, possibly for the better (Ortlipp, 2008: 699)

[bookmark: _Toc513632049]Chapter 1: why do we need to be registered at birth? 

In order to analyse the life of the women in Zimbabwe and the struggle they face with birth certificates and obtaining rights, it is firstly necessary to look in to the history of this country. The name Zimbabwe is a Shona word taken to be a contraction of dzimba dza mabwe meaning houses of stone (Bourdillon 1976). This word was first found in the 16th century in Portuguese documents as Zimbaoe (Bourdillon 1976).  From this the Karanga applied this word for the word of the building that chiefs or members of their family are occupying, because most ruins are now presumed to once have housed chiefs they were also called Zimbabwe and therefore the idea of a chief house became a patriotic symbol, and the word Zimbabwe has been widly adopted and recognised as the name of the county: Great Zimbabwe (Bourdillon 1976).
It can be difficult to look into the history of the Shona people in Zimbabwe because there are very few written documents of these people left (Bourdillon 1976).  One of the vital ways in  which the history is recorded is the use of the archeological work left, these ruins provide information about the early Shona people and thus offers a beginning of where to look at the history, however the kind of information that archeology can find is limited and can only inform us on the movement of people from the style of building and the pottery deposits (Bourdillon 1976).  Another way to to explore the history would be looking at the documentation of the country. These documentations give a very Portuguese point of view, from when they first settled in East Africa in the fiftenth century; however these records do not give a satisfactory recording of the understanding of this history. In the nineteenth century these documents were supplemented by the accounts of British missionaries, explorers and settlers (Bourdillon 1976).  These were equally far from statisfactory in providing information on the Shona history that they saw and understood themselves. Nevertheless this does provide us with information that archelogists have left a huge gap in (Bourdillon, 1976). 
Within Zimbabwe the need for a birth certificate began when the Brithish colonial entrepreneur Cecil John Rhodes formed the British South Africa Complant in 1888 which colonised Zimbabwe and renamed the country Rhodesia (BBC, 2018). From then the British ideologies were forced upon the country and in 1952 an act called the African Registration and Identification Act was passed, which only allowed the “advanced” Africans the right to an identity document (Research and Advocacy Unit, 2008). Then in 1972 the Rhodesian government changed that law so that the identity of black people in the country would be different from the whites; the black people would need identity documents at all times so that the Rhodesian government could track their movements in and out of the country (Research and Advocacy Unit, 2008).. The Law stated that when in a public place a citizen is required to have an identity card, passport or driving licence on them; failure to do so could result in their arrest or large fines (Research and Advocacy Unit, 2008). The only way to get access to these documents is through a birth certificate when parents have registered their child at birth. 
Throughout this piece of work I will be looking into the birth registration of children in Zimbabwe; however to get a detailed idea of the issue here and the extent of how much this is a problem around the world it is useful to look at different countries and their birth registration records:
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As can be seen from these tables the drastic differences in Zimbabwe and Sub- Sahara Africa’s resgistary at birth is  extremely different to the other countries around the world. Table 1 shows how other countires around the world have progressed with their birth registration, but in Sub Saharan African they are decreased by 2%; at face value this may not seem a lot but that 2% are children who deserve the same human rights as those in the UK or anywhere else in the world. For this reason I will be looking at why these statistics are so low within Zimababwe and what the concequences are for those who do not own a birth certicate and those who do.
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In this section I will be discussing the implications for children who are not registered at birth, and the cycle of entrapment they face because of this.  “Birth registration is the official recording of a child’s birth by the state” (Bequele, 2005:1); this record is permanent and is there to show the child’s existence (Bequele, 2005). Although this may seem like a simple procedure it appears to be a difficult process for many countries within Africa (Bequele, 2005). However, the question can be asked: why the need to register a child the needed in the first place?  This leads back to Africa’s colonial history where it originated when colonial administrations made it compulsory for non-Africans to be registered; once a country gained independence, many countries, such as Zimbabwe, adopted this colonial tradition and implemented it into national legislation (Bequele, 2005: 3). The convention on the Rights of the Child by the United Nations Human Rights, Article 7.1 states that:
 “The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and. as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents.” (United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 2018)
Therefore, this is stating that without a birth certificate the child does not have a right to a name and arguably an identity; they do not have a nationality and no right for their parents to care for them. In respect to the argument around nationality this becomes a large crisis when a country goes to war and refugees are seeking a home to live when they have no evidence of their birth or nationality, and therefore many countries would not accept them. This topic is become more important in today’s society with the increased discussion on refugees citizenships and the Windrush scandal occurring in the UK today.[footnoteRef:2]  Without a birth certificate a child faces the loss of their fundamental human rights; such as protection from child labor and forced marriages which are article 4 of the human rights (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2018), Access to employment, bank accounts, a passport and to vote (Bequele, 2005: 14) and arguably the most important is Protocol 1, Article 2: the right to education (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2018).   [2:  The Windrush scandal is where around 21,000 individuals who moved to the UK before the year 1971 do not own a passport of any kind. This has led to these individuals not being able to prove that they are living inside the UK legally (Gentleman, 2018)] 

One of the important questions surrounding this issue is the reasoning behind the large amount of children who don’t own a birth certificate. The process of a woman’s pregnancy in Zimbabwe is extremely different to those in global north countries. My participants, all who had given birth before or were pregnant at the time, presented me with a rich amount of information on the different reasons behind this. 
One of the key arguments for women not registering their child at birth is the ideology of fear; it was clear from the interviews with different women that there was an underlying fear of going to a hospital and registering their child. In Fear and Courage by Rachman (2004) he applies the work of Peter Lang (1970) in order to explain the work of fear. Peter Long (1970) views fear as not just a difficult phenomenal feeling that people experience in accordance to different situation but instead argues that fear consists of three different components. These components consist of the “physiological arousal”, “subjective reactivity” and “behavioral avoidance” (Rachman, 2004:151). These three components can occur de-synchronously, and Rachman (2004) believes that this has led to key arguments in the field of fear that link it with courage; acting regardless of the fear is therefore courage or the ignorance of ‘subjective and physiological indices’, while ignoring fear is not in fact courage at all (Rachman 2004: 152). Although Rachman looking into situations of war for his work on fear, I believe his theory is applicable to the pregnancy and registration of children in Zimbabwe. This is because the reason people fear something that they don’t always know is there, but still allow it to control their actions, which can be linked to Bentham’s idea of the Panopticon[footnoteRef:3]; this is expressed further by Bentham stating “the labour obtained by the force of fear is never equal to that which is obtained by the hope of reward” (Bentham cited in Semple,1993 :27). This quote explains the power of fear; the women in the community do not go to hospitals or register their child’s birth due to fear that it can lead to a lifetime of entrapment. However, those who hope for a better life by gaining a birth certificate, with the knowledge of what could come, do so.    [3:  The panopticon is a penal structure conceived by Jermery Benthan in 1787. The idea is to control prisoners by the guards always being able to see the prisoners but the prisoners cannot see if the guards are watching them; this leads to the fear of being watch controlling the prisoners in to being on their best behaviour at all times (Tauches, 2018)] 

After a group interview with a few of the mothers in the community center, it became clear that the reason why they do not go to hospital when they are giving birth or register them was because of the price and because of the previous stories they have heard from other women who have given birth in the past (Appendix 1: Participant 4). The first issue around price was that in order to give birth in a hospital with all the checkups and registering of the child’s birth, the cost would be around 50$: 15$ per checkup and 36$ to give birth in the hospital and register the birth (Appendix 1: Participant 6). Early one morning, Participant 6 came to me to talk about her experience with going to hospitals and giving birth; her anecdote was that when a mother goes into hospital the total at the end of the birthing experience was around 50$, this may not seem a lot in other counties who use the same currency but for some women who cannot afford 1$ to feed their children or to buy medicine this much money is impossible to earn. She told me that when a mother is unable to pay this fee the hospital withholds the birth certificate from the mother. Participant 6 was only 27 years old with five children, all of whom did not own a birth certificate (Appendix 1: Participant 6). In one of my interviews with the mothers (Participant 3,4 and 6) they expanded on their fear of the hospital for me. They explained that they have heard too often of horror stories when women have entered hospital and when they were unable to pay the bill they were forced to clean the room and bed they were in; they went into detail about having to clean blood off of sheets hours after giving birth. Whether or not this is true or a story told about the village I was unsure (Appendix 1: Participant 4). 
It is not uncommon that the women in the village having a fear around childbirth; in the Kaulong of New Britain it is believed that when a woman is menstruating or giving birth they radiate pollution towards both sexes and the fear of this leads to them being isolated from everyone else in the village (Moore, 1988:17). Moore (1988) argues that this fear is important as it presents a detailed explanation for the gender relations and outlines the qualities of both men and women (Moore, 1998: 17).
The notion that a birthplace should be a safe place for women, never mind their background or income is something that is respected around the world. Tobler argues that cultural differences as well as gender, equality, differences and essentialism all come together and interact when the material body is brought in to question (Tobler cited in Jackson,2003:134). This means that the ethnicity and geographic location of a woman should not change the fact that thousands of people experience the same thing when giving birth and so should have the same treatment.  In Chinamhora this idea doesn’t change, even when the mother cannot afford to go in to hospital. While I was in the village I was fortunate enough to visit the birthing clinic and to talk to some of the women waiting to be seen by one of the nurses there as well as the women who have worked there for many years.  The woman I was able to talk to was in charge of the clinic and lived on site; her normal day started at 7:30am when she would attend to the needs of women going to into labour and who could have been traveling there since 4am that morning by foot. Her day would then normally end at 8pm but she is always on call 24/7.  There is a sign within the clinic where mothers give birth that reads: 
Chinamhora Clinic Labour Ward Policy -“giving birth it’s time for joy. No women should die whilst giving life. Healthy mum is a better mum, with a healthy baby”
[image: ]
Image 2: Participant 5 collecting clothes for the children at the clinic


This sign is there to reassure the women that they are in a safe environment and that there is no need for fear, but also reinforces that notion that some pregnant women always have an underlying fear of giving birth. This clinic is there the help fight this fear and is there to help all the families in the community, however children are still not being registered (Appendix 1: Participant 5).

In addition to the fear of hospitals it was clear from talking to the mothers that there was always as underlying fear of their child becoming ill in their day to day lives. At one point in the trip a young boy broke his leg and a little girl cut her finger open in the same day.  The boy’s parents were able to pay for an x-ray and get his leg put in a cast in the hospital. However, the young girl’s parents did not have enough to take her to the doctors; throughout the week the young girl’s finger became more and more infected until the moment the health of the child was becoming an issue. The mothers told me that this is something they worry about on a daily basis. They are unable to get job to earn the money their children need, and neither can their husbands. They wished they had the education to get a job so they could support their family, but after further investigation I learnt that this too returned to the importance of owning a birth certificate and getting an education and thus having the life and human rights everyone deserved (Appendix Participant 3). 

Additionally, with the factor of fear there is the understanding that one of the main reasons that people do not own a birth certificate in rural areas of Zimbabwe is largely because there is the lack of knowledge that a birth certificate is needed. Participant 11 (Appendix 1) was able to describe to me how difficult it is to access a birth certificate later on in the individual’s life. She has a relationship with Participant 9 and is struggling to get her birth certificate so that she can get a passport. This is because when Participant 9 was born there was no letter identifying where she was born and so no proof of her existence. The underlying cause in her view was the lack of knowledge in place from the women that the birth certificate is needed. Participant 11 was fortunate to have a birth certificate but realizes that she only learnt why they were needed and necessary once she had entered education and learnt more on the importance of registering a child’s birth. From what Participant 11 recalled to me, in order to get a birth certificate for your child once you have given birth, the mother must also own a birth certificate. Without any form of identification herself, the mother is unable to be granted a birth certificate for her child. This creates a cycle of entrapment. Similar situations of cycles of entrapment happen in forgotten neighborhoods of American cities where young black people are struggling to get the correct identification (ID) that they need; one individual said that ID is for rich people and “you have to have ID to get ID” (Goffman,2014: 41). This mirrors the struggle for birth certificates around the world; where you need a form of identification like a birth certificate is needed for everything else. 
When a child is born without access to their birth certificate there are limited opportunities for them further in their life. The lack of identification restricts their chances of getting into school and gaining the career that they wish to have. This can then either lead to a life of crime, which in Zimbabwe has very different outcomes than in the UK, or what is often the case in rural areas people end up working in a farm; this can be linked the Carrier’s theory on the Cottage Industry[footnoteRef:4].If someone is lucky and has learnt a craft over the years they could sell their art on the roadside, but this is an occupation that tends not to be very lucrative as, like selling tomatoes, there are hundreds of other people on the same road selling the same things. Finally, the person could be lucky and work in a job that does not require qualifications; this would not pay much but is a secure job. However, this leads to a cycle of entrapment for the large amount of people without a birth certificate for identification (Table 2). For young girls this could mean that they follow the footsteps of the mothers and lead a life believing that their goal is to get married to a man and bare his children, in this case the likelihood that this child would also not own a birth certificate is high as the knowledge of needing one would not be there and if the mother does not own a birth certificate they cannot register their child for one either.  [4:  The cottage industry is where a household or small group work as an independent economy using their own tools and equipment usually with raw materials such as grains or vegetables (Carrier, 1992: 542).] 

For the young boy they are more likely to be sent to school, however without a birth certificate the likelihood of this is relatively small, and then without identification they would not be permitted to take any exams. This then leaves them with few choices of finding low paid work, unemployment or crime, which is a large issue in Zimbabwe. These are just come of the sectors that are affected by the lack of birth registration in Zimbabwe.
Under Protocol 1, Article 2 of the UN Human Right every person has the right to an effective education (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2018). However, this statement is misleading as in the eyes of many governments in Africa, those who are not registered at birth and do not own a birth certificate are not seen as people under the law and therefore do not have the right to an education. In many schools in Zimbabwe, evidence of citizenship such as a birth certificate is needed to be enrolled, whereas in others this is only needed for the student to take exams; therefore, those who do not own a birth certificate cannot get the qualification or education to enter a high paid or even any job. This then leads to the young people having to find a new way around earning money and living their life. One of my Participants was fortunate enough to go to school when they were young; Participant 11 (Appendix 1) was able to go to school and get a good education which led to her being able to go to university and get a job as a school teacher. In her job she would be teaching geography but a problem arose when the question of whether or not she was teaching politics became an issue in the local community. She was forced to leave the country, as it there is prejudice against women having a voice in politics. This reinforces the feminist argument that the body is not simply neural but it is gendered; with in capitalist economies there is a structure of exploitation which forces the acknowledgement that not all bodies are treated as equal in society (Docherty,1993:320). In addition to this there is a class consciousness which develops which applies a new level of exploitation (Docherty,1993:320); this is all demonstrated with in the sexism placed upon women in Zimbabwe. 
 In the document produced by the Research and Advocacy Unit (2008) called A right or a privilege: access to identity and citizenship in Zimbabwe, they further explain the sexism in the system; specifically, in the area of identification.  With the right to ask anyone to produce a form of identification at any point, police in Zimbabwe tend to target women walking alone, as under criminal law they can argue that some women are loitering with intent to solicit for prostitution, and thus attempt to intimidate them when they cannot produce any identification, labelling them as prostitutes. This then leads to the women being forced to pay fines to say they are guilty or bribes so that they do not face prison (Research and Advocacy unit, 2008). This is a serious breach of their human rights and an example of the institutional sexism in areas of Zimbabwe.
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The other side of this argument is what happens to those who do gain a birth certificate when they are born. With males, the story is pretty straightforward: going to school, possibly university, and on to employment; some are able to leave the country for work. However, when it comes to females there is still the strong stigma around women having a career and voice within Zimbabwe. This is demonstrated in the issues that women face when they try to enter a career or politics.
From interviewing the participants who were willing to talk to me about sensitive topics I was able to clearly see the gender divide in society, even when an individual is able to have access to their birth certificate. 
The first example of this that I encountered was when I met an elderly woman on the path from town, deeper into the village. She was wearing a voting card around her neck and was more than happy to tell me who she was voting for in the next elections: the opposition party to Mugabe. She told me about her life and her children and expressed a need to come see me in the village to talk more; so the next day she traveled to the community center and allowed me to interview her. She had a lot to say about the government and what it meant to be a woman in Zimbabwe; one thing that stuck out was that she would call me friend a lot and express her love for the white people to return to Zimbabwe, “That government has sent white people to get out of this country […]  No more jobs” (Appendix 1: Participant 2).  Her story was that she was isolated from the rest of her village, she lived in her house with her disabled son on top of a hill away from the rest. She told me that one night someone came to her village and set her house on fire because of the public way that she was against Mugabe’s government. She stated that: 
“They threw away something into the wind from next door. […] They were burning blankets in the living room. Burning blankets in the sitting room,” (Appendix 1: Participant 2).
After a while people came to help her. She has always known why this happened: having her opinion on politics. Along with this she recalled a gruesome story, in which she and a few others who back the same political group traveled to a hill top and stayed there overnight; at around 4am someone woke her and her group up and forced them to pour what they thought was water over their bodies. It happened to be that the liquid was not water but some chemical; she believes that these people were sent by the government and this was another act to keep her quiet. She is a very strong lady and had a lot to say on the tactics that the government uses around elections, for example saying they will give the poor water, food and shelter but as soon as the voting is done they will not get anything from them again. 
“after the vote people they thank the president, they get saying ‘ahh we have water again, this man helps us, they give us food and water” but after vote there will be no more gifts” (Appendix 1: Participant 6).
 This, she said, was why the government was not happy with her, because she tells people this and stands up for her country.  This is an example of even when a citizen is able to gain access to their birth certificate they are still not given the same amount of respect and availably to their human right to freedom of speech and to live with their own opinion.
Participant 11 is someone who has been extremely successful with her work, but knows the troubles people have and has her own story of the barriers she has faced. Participant 11 was brought up by a strong woman and was fortunate to go to school and gain an education which led her to be able to get a job as a teacher. While living in Zimbabwe she worked hard to help women who were suffering in the village, and become an icon in the community. One of the things she stood up for the most and tried her hardest to stop was the abuse of young girls in her school by the male teachers. All too often she recalled male teachers marrying students; these girls could have stayed in school and become educated and have a career for themselves, but instead ended up entering a marriage and becoming a mother. This led to some teachers in her school not liking her and eventually led to her having to leave the country. This is because when she was teaching geography she would teach about the economy in Zimbabwe; the economy is based on farms which were taken away from the white people under Mugabe’s rule, a subject that some of her students told their parents was politics. One day soon after this, the local MP violently attacked the participant and sexually abused her; beating her and killing her dog. As a result of this she would be living in fear as she was labelled as a prostitute because she was no longer married, and so made the choice to leave the country, leaving her two sons with her mother. She argues that horrible things happened to her but only made her stronger and fueled her passion to help women in her country, and she is now continuing her studies to help more people. 
“Women we can make a change because when we work together as sisters we are understand the importance of birth and we are sinners as people but we are not weak.” (Appendix 1: Participant 11).
Participant 11’s story provides a key example of the unjust behavior forced upon women even when they have the right and identification to work and vote. This shows that there is a distinct difference between the lives of males and females in Zimbabwe, regardless of the existence of their birth certificate. 
One of the women I was fortunate enough to be able to meet and have dinner with was an elderly lady who told me her stories about her job in the war. The work she did during the war could be argued as being a process of the capitalist transformation of women’s responses to varied environments (Moore, 1988:83). Maria Mies’s study on women who make lace in India describes the ‘invisibility’ of women working in large industries (Moore, 1988: 84). This is because of the prevailing idea that women are housewives who use their spare leisure time to do work and create an income for themselves (Moore, 1988:84). Participant 8 told stories of when she was younger and the jobs she has had since a young age to the jobs she did in the war, looking after soldiers and clearing up bodies (Appendix 1: Participant 8). Participant 8 owns a small shop and is known throughout the village for what she has achieved in her life. The first story was about her childhood and how she looked after the children of a dead man while his wife was in jail. This was the beginning of the jobs she faced being a woman in Zimbabwe. During the war she would help feed and provide drinks from her shop for the soldiers, but would also help collect dead bodies to move them to the hero grave yard, 
“We found a dead body in the hill over there but he didn’t have a leg so we took him and buried him there but after we buried him we found his leg and had to dig him up again and put it there. We knew it was his leg because he was a tall man.” (Appendix 1: Participant 8)
This is just one example of the hard but almost invisible work that she faced.



[bookmark: _Toc513632052]Conclusion

Throughout this study I have been able to look at the drastic effects that a document such as a birth certificate can have on the lives of thousands of people in Zimbabwe. The law was put in place to make this process as difficult as possible. It is clear from the historical background that proof of identity for those living in Zimbabwe is always needed and has to be produced when asked. This is only possible if the individual was able to produce a birth certificate when they wanted to get their identity card. The birth certificate is impossible to get without the parents also having a birth certificate, and without permission from both the mother and father (Research and Advocacy Unit, 2008). The fact that the male also has to be present and accepting of his name on the birth certificate for the child to have identification is a separate issue that needs further research, looking at the number of unwanted pregnancies and pregnancies outside of marriage. This study has allowed me to look at both sides of the lives led in Zimbabwe, both with and without a birth certificate. I have been able to, with the help of my participants in Zimbabwe, closely examine the problems with the birth registration system that leads to mothers being unable to get any identification for their child. Furthermore, I have been able to see the effects that this has on a child’s life when they are growing up and the drastic outcome it could have on their lives in the future. In addition to this I have been able to look at the lives that are led by people who are fortunate enough to have a birth certificate and the lives that they have been able to live, but there is still discrimination in the system put in place that does not allow women the same opportunities or rights in areas such as work, education and politics. 

[image: ]Image 3: women walking miles to market to sell avocados to feed her children back at home.
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[bookmark: _Toc513632056]Participant 1- graduated Student in Harare                                                                  14/08/17
Aged 23 
Okay so this is the first interview with participant 1. Where do you live?
I live in Birlino
Harare?
Yes
Okay and you’re a student yes? You don’t have a job? 
Yes
And you have graduated?
Yes I have just graduated
Development studies?
Yes development studies
Okay. Could you give me a simple outline of your daily life? From what you do in the morning till the night?
Okay I wake up in the morning around 7 o’clock and I spray my bed and clean my room. After that I prepare breakfast for everyone at home. After that I will go in the bath. Then if I have money I just go in town and do some shopping or see friends then come back. But if I don’t have money ill just stay at home doing chores, some gardening and cooking.
Do you have any troubles in your life?
Troubles? 
Is there anything you wish was batter or you didn’t have to do?
I can’t get it
Something that you don’t like doing in your daily life?
Okay, I just don’t like being a graduate without a job.
Okay, that go to be tough. Have a job is important for you? 
What?
Having a good job, a career is important to you?
Being a project manager or a councillor.
That’s your aim in life?
Yes
How old are you sorry?
23
23?
Yes
Can you tell me about your family? How many people you live with?
Okay, I live with my mum and my dad and my little sister, who is 13 and my little brother who is 20 and a maid. 
A maid?
Yes
Okay, in Zimbabwe gender roles are very set. Can you tell me the females role with in the family?
Okay female does chorus. Do gardening. Look after children. 
Is that a lot different to men roles?
Men’s roles. Not that they are different just men don’t cook in our culture. They are expected to look after the children in terms of support. the men send the children to school. 
Money? Would you say men are in charge of making the money for the children to go to school?
Yes
Do you like having these roles of cleaning, cooking, gardening and looking after children?
I don’t like gardening but yes cooking I love it so much and looking after children yes because I enjoy having children around me.
Do you think the role in which you play as a female has changed compared to say, your mothers or your grandmother? Did they have the same roles when they were your age? 
Yeah. They had the same roles
Would they go to university? 
They didn’t
Why didn’t they go to university?
Okay. Long back in, we say dzinza, they believed that ah a girl child must not send to higher education 
Oh
Yes. But my mother wanted to get there but she didn’t get money because she lost her parents when she was very young but for my grandmother they were not allowed to exit to higher education.
Do you know why that was?
I don’t know. Maybe it’s just a belief that if you get married you will get rich and those who benefit were those who were married or you won’t be able to send that much money back home.  
Okay. In terms of women and the government, what are your opinion on the way the governments run to benefit women or if it benefits women at all?
Okay. The government currently, the government is encouraging what is called command agriculture and in our statistics in Zimbabwe about 70% of people are engaging in the agriculture are females. So they are supporting command agriculture and they are empowering their women. 
That’s good. So are you proud of the government or? Would you change anything about it? 
Yes I think In terms of that I want to change the government. 
In terms of anything else would you?
Ha, we are really confused honestly. In Zimbabwe there is much corruption and we are really confused because we don’t know if we change the government that things will change but we are just leaving it to the almighty. our god. Maybe he is the one who knows the best for us. 
So religion is a big part of your life? God?
Yes
 Is that something you have had since childhood? Were you brought up in church?
Yes, yes I was brought up in my parent’s church then when I was 15 I decided to change because I think that church I am going to right now which is called apostle faith mission, AFM for short, I was called there by god because my parents always tell me that when you were 5 you would say “ah my church is AFM” . 
So that church you like?
Yes
And do they help you  a lot?
We believe in prayers
So is it a very close community?
Yeah
That’s good. Is there many strong women in the community
Yeah
Okay. What has been brought to my attention both in Africa and around the world is abuse towards women. Have you witnessed or even experienced abuse towards you before?
No I have not experiences abuse before but cases of rape and domestic violence are at the peak in Africa
Yeah?
Because of the concept of submission to your husband 
So there is many in marriages?
I don’t like that
There’s a lot though? 
I think it would be a challenge for me if I inter married (mix up with inter marriage and in marriage) 
So with all this going on with women. Do you know of any help for women who are raped or abused? Is there any support for them? 
Yeah there is what is offered in interim hospitals or other public hospitals in Zimbabwe. But if you report quickly they will help you. You will get a certain pill so that you won’t get infected with HIV or aids or any other sexual… intercourse…I don’t know what to called it
Pregnancy? The morning after pill?
Yeah it’s the morning after you a prevented from pregnancy and any other diseases. 
Okay – is it free?
Huh?
Do you have to pay for it?
Yeah its free
That’s good. okay is there anything else you would like to say in terms of women in Africa? Zimbabwe or in your family? Anything you can think of.
Okay in terms of encouragement from the community?
Anything
Okay 
Anyone you think is powerful, had any experiences. Anything
Okay. We ae hard working women in Africa are hardworking, even if thing went wrong. Even if thing are very difficult. Even if the economy is very difficult like my mother. My mother is not employed but she goes to south Africa with some stuff and sells them to send us to school together with my farther.
So she travelled all the way to south Africa just so you can go to school?
Yeah every month she travels to south Africa so that we can have food, clothes and we can go to school.
So do you have a certain level of respect for the older generation of women?
Yes, there is
Do you respect them a great deal? Called go go yes? Your grandmother?
Yes
 And they are highly respected yes?
Yes, they are
Do you know why? Is there a particular reason or? 
It’s a belief that every old person to you should be respected. It’s a African concept.
Okay that’s great. Thank you very much ill be using these in my dissertation but at anypoint you don’t want me to use them just let me know and they will be gone straight away. 
Okay
Also do you have a problem with me using your name?
(Martha walks in as my next interview has turned up)
Would you prefer me not to use your name? 
Yeah






  



[bookmark: _Toc513632057]Participant 2: with translation from village friend                                                                                      14/08/17
From Chikokonya Village, Domboshawa 
Do you mind me asking how old you are?
Translation 
1953
64? 
Yes, 11th November 
11th November?
 Yes
And where do you live?
Translation 
Domboshawa? b
Chikokonya Village
Thank you. Do you still work? 
Translation 
No
Did you ever work?
No I just sitting at home. Im not doing anything. 
Can you give me an outline of your daily life?
Translation 
(Speaks in Shona)
Gardening? 
(Translation) Yes she used to like gardening but because she old she cannot do that and she is sick as well. 
How are you sick? 
BP patient, low sugar. This sugar is very slow. I take a little bit of sugar in the water. 
Do you have any other trouble In your life? 
Translation 
Hmmm, my friend, he helps me so many money. My husband paid him, paid him the money. That is a problem they give me BP they don’t get money from the bank. We went to sleep there to get 10$. No money from the bank. Yes. No money to pay him money from my husband to pay him is there but I don’t get for suffering. 
(translator) Oh the husband is paying a man but there is none. 
They can’t access it? 
Yes
This creates a lot of trouble for you yes? 
Yes
So for food, living, everything? 
Yes
Okay so in your day to day life what do you enjoy the most? What makes you happy? 
Translation 
Flowers in the bungalow 
Flowers
Yes flowers that my husband had in a big house big town 
In your old garden?
And sweeping the garden
Okay and could you tell me about your family, daughters and husband? 
Translate 
(Translator) Three boys and one girl
But they are old and have others now
Where do they live now?
(Translator) one boy was once a police man. The other works for the council 
The other one is very sick now, hes still in town
(Translator) he was involved in an accident and is sick no so cant do anything. He can work but it is a challenge. The other girl is married 
No job, stays at home
So she has no job and stays at home? 
No
(Translator) she did retail catering
For cooking. Everything you know she know how to cook. If people have a party or a wedding they call her to help and pay her.
That’s good. So what would you say the role of a female is in your family? 
(Translator) Okay so her mother was a , someone who made clay pots. 
Okay. What would she says her role is? And her children? 
(Translator) Okay her mother used to encourage them to do the same. They would help their mother. 
That’s what is was doing when I met my husband I used to crush a “doily”
Was that to make money?
Crush a “doily” to see it to people who go to south Africa for selling to white people like you. you understand? 
Yes. Do you think the roles of women have changed over generations? So what she did, her mother, her children? Are the roles different to her?
My friend people lived very different lives before. These times are very hard. Before you know it you must do something even if you do small thing for you, the time for Rhodesia. We did something. You go in to town you sell something, you bring money 20 dollar for good selling. Even vegetables, tomatoes were very. In that time, you was getting to much money like this time isn’t. my grandad had a business to plow vegetables like tomatoes but no way to be selling because everyone who blows thinks that now but then there was very few. If you plow you thinks to get an books to go to town for selling they will bring so many money. But now if you go for selling you can only get 2 dollars. So our lives have changed. Eh? 
In terms of being a women and the government what do you think the government is doing good at?
Nothing. Nothing. You know what? This time that we go this election. This election we are the only people who fought for the thing isnt time for election. Yeah those people they have admittedly just a group of people giving some things or food or blankets no ahh because they want people to vote for them. If the vote finishes. No more gives you. If its time for election they give people food and water and they corner and they want people to vote for him if after the vote people they thank the president, they get saying ‘ahh we have water again, this man helps us, they give us food and water” but after vote there will be no more gifts. You get after five years im in this position. I’ll show you my card you remember (Shows card that shows she votes against Mugabe) 
Yes
This is the opposition party. 
So what is the difference between the opposition party you are voting for and the government in place now 
Translate 
That is a question my friend. Now we have so many grandsons they want school, they want to invest, to work but there is no more working. All they are working there is no white people. That government has sent white people to get out of this country. Has said get out of here but this is a place for black people. No more jobs. So this, our party recognition for white people. We try to, everybody, the white people all the time, come back, come back all of them. People that are suffering, they weren’t suffering. At 6 they are doing bricks, gardening. This is at only six.  My grandson wanted management. Where can he go In to management. Nothing. So he is suffering. That’s why we fight 2008 for elections. You know my friend, one day you come visit my place I show you. I’m on top of a hill, because in opposition party. They burn my house. They destroy my vegetables outside.
(Translator) where did you get to?
Vegetables 
(Translator) Yeah they burnt her house down.
They burnt her house?
Yes. They threw away something in to the wind from next door. Me and my son who was living with me, quickly I wake up to take water but they three away something in to the wind up in to my bed. They were burning blankets in the living room. Burning blankets in the sitting room, was where people were helping me to water to throw water. But we don’t even know who did that. 
That leads my nicely on to my question on abuse. Whether you have been witness to is or experienced abusive behaviour yourself in Zimbabwe? 
Yeah me and a friend have group. We went up a hill to see some others in 2008. medicine in 20 leters of water. They say water is for us “ yaa we ho yaa”. But they put that in the water. s
(translator) She saying they, the opposition party members were taken up to the hill with a bucket of water and slept there. And around 4 am in the morning they were woken up and that water was, medicine was in there and they poured some an all the people, on everyone and they 
Chemicals?
YES
So who did that? 
It was the government 
(Translator) but it is alleged that they did this.
Is there any other stories you have of women who have been abused? 
(Translator) she is saying she doesn’t know much about others because where she live she is segregated, isolated because of her political position. 
So have these things happened because of your party or because you are a woman? Is there any help for you because of the fire? Did you get any help when the house was on fire? 
From my supporting party and the other party just promised us please lets fight each other to win and if we win they will do something for us but now they will not do anything for us but we still supporting them. They change things they come to us and those who don’t want change they come to my house and they throw things in to the wind. They watch my bed fire as they are on their beds. People they come quick to help an bring water but other people which I know they are in their house. 
Okay. Is there anything else you would like to add? Any other stories?
You suffering lots for grandson to see farther but I myself have more in bank account. No money. last week when we see each other in to town with my friend. You understand me. That guy is sleeping there.
(translator) She is saying the trouble here in Zimbabwe is the banking system doesn’t work and has many challenges. If you go to the bank you have to sleep there and get a number to be in a que but in the end you will receive less than 20$ and there is nothing which will be enough to do something with it. 
Can I ask what do you hope for the future?
(translator) shes saying shes hoping that jobs will be provided so that her grandsons and daughters will be employed so that they can take care of them
And this is by the new government coming in to power yes?
Yes
Could you just summarise up what it is like to be a woman in Zimbabwe, Dombashowa
(translator) she’s saying it is so hard for her because the voting system is being very difficult but she needs to take care of her grandsons and daughters. Shes saying the current government are the one who killed her granddaughter.
Grandson
(translator) shes saying they took him from the house and they beat him heavily because he had and after that they pretended he had killed himself but the daughters and policemen say this person did not kill himself. 
Could they do anything about it?
(translator) He was buried by the opposing party that she follows. 
So he was killed because he was voting for the opposition party?
Yes.
For me, if you don’t want me to use any of these questions or answers just let me know and I will withhold the information. Do you mind me using you name?
No problem just no sure name













[bookmark: _Toc513632058]Participant 3
21/08/2017      aged 36
This participant was involved in an interview with participant 4. 
The information in gained from her was that she is the only wife to her husband and that if she ever returned home to find he had married another women and she would have to live with them both that she would take her children and move out away from them. 
Participant 3 had a problem while I was there as her daughter have cut her finger open bad and was looking extremely infected. Participant 3 was unable to take her daughter to the clinic to buy medicine as she did not have this money. Of the males in the community centre did give her a dollar to go but there was no anti biotics in the clinic. Participant 3 said she would have to travel to the hospital but it would cost at least 6$; she has no income and no savings so this would be impossible. 
She expressed to me that she was always troubled by the fact that they cannot afford to care for their child if they get sick, especially if they have more than one child.
Participant 3 was first married at the age of 14 and was forced to marry as she was being abused at home so had to leave. Now she has 4 children; two girls aged 15 and 2, two boys aged 10 and 7, she is currently 7 months pregnant with her 5 child. Her husband does not work and so they do not have any money.  She started going to school but was unable to finish. 


[bookmark: _Toc513632059]Participant 4
21/08/2017 aged 35
This individual contributed to an interview with participant 3.
Participant 4 is one of three wives that are all married to her husband; she married her husband at the age of 21. One of the wives happened to be her sister. She was not happy with her husband’s having more than one wife. She did not get along with the other wives and was not happy as she and her children and to share a home with the other wives’ children which meant that she was having to share her bed room with her four children: two girls aged 13 and 2, two girls aged 10 and 6. Her husband is a builder but is struggling to find work and so they have no money.
She started school but was unable to finish.
She described the traditional rolls of a women in Zimbabwe and that she enjoys their duty of a women but it is a lot different to the men’s.
When she travels to the community centre with participant 5 and 6 she comes early and does jobs. She would clean the toilet, wash plates, bath her children, cook for everyone and sweep the grounds. 
While talking about giving birth in a hospital participant 4 told me about the fear of not being able to pay for the bill because of the stories she had heard about other women having to wash their beds and linin after giving birth. She said that women can only reply on the community for help when she is giving birth. 



[bookmark: _Toc513632060]Participant 5
21/08/2017
Participant 5 is the women who runs the local clinic in the Village. 
She lives with her five son in a home at the back of the Chinamhora medical clinic. 
Her husband has multiple wives that he spends time with at their homes at different times. One of the other wives is her blood sister and they share responsibilities with their children, they described their relationship with the children as being “our children”.
Participant 5 described the roles of women as being to look after children, to cook and clean as well as farming. 
Her daily life is waking up and starting work at 7:30 and would finish work at 8pm. However, she would also be on call 24/7 when someone needs her. She described what conditions women travel to the clinic in, walking all through the night in labour to reach them and very often having to give birth in the middle of the road. These women had to walk long distances because they have no money to get any transportation there. They have no food while they are waiting to be seen and no linin at their home to cloth their child. 
Participant 5 was extremely concerned for the clinic as there was a lack of medication in the clinic and when there is medication they don’t have the electricity to safely store the medicine. They are in extreme need for solar powered energy but do not have the fund at the moment.
Inside the clinic while she was giving me a tour of the rooms I noticed a sign in one of the delivery rooms:
Chinamhora Clinic Labour Ward Policy
“giving birth it’s time for joy. No women should die whilst giving life. Healthy mum is a better mum, with a healthy baby”
















	
[bookmark: _Toc513632061]Participant 6
21/08/2017     aged 27
Participant 6 was married to her husband at the age of 17 and now has 5 children; 4 boys aged 9, 6 , 4 and 8 months, plus a girl aged 2. Three of her sons do not own a birth certificate.
She said if her husband would marry another women she would leave him. Her husband does not work.
 In the group interviews that participant 6 agreed to be involved in they spoke openly about their opinions on marriage. Participant 6 said that being married young is difficult as they have many responsibilities but they do not know how to hand the house just yet. Participant 6 was abused at home with her family and have to move in to a house with her boyfriend’s house. She said the abuse she faced was that they refused to let her go to school and made her work instead. She said that she did start school but her parents did not allow her to carry on.
They told me that the law is that a women must be 18 to get married now. 
She along with participants 4 and 5 told me that to go to the hospital a pregnancy check-up is 15$ every three months and 36$ to give birth in the hospital. 81$ in total. But on average around 50$ as women don’t get a check-up every 3 months. This was an impossible amount of money for all of the participants. 
24/08/2017
Participant 6 visited me at my hut one morning to tell me something she had thought I would be interested in. she said that when a mother gives birth and has to pay the 50$ in total. Firstly it would be impossible for her to pay this bill; however when a women does not pay they withhold the child’s birth certificate. Without this the child is unable to go to school and get a good job when they are older. They would not be able to get a driving licence or passport. This restricts what they can do in life and what money they can make. She believed that this was what was causing the high crime rate and poverty in the area. 
Argued that the government does not help them with getting food and jobs. 















[bookmark: _Toc513632062]Participant 8
: 29/08/2017
(Interview through translator)
Any story
The first one or the previous one? What do you want to know about?
Just the way she has worked in the past and how it is different to the traditional roles 
Okay so this is the story now there was this young girl.
My father was in love with mr Shookaks wife. So when I was on holiday in December, school holidays. My father was having an afire with Mr. shookaks wife. so Mrs. shooka saw me and thought I was good enough to look after her children and she asked my farther if I could look after her children during the school holidays. I would also work in the shop. I was thirteen years old at this time. This woman was also having an afire with three other men at the time. These three men decided to kill her husband. So they decided to fake his suicide so they killed him and took that barbed wire, you know the spiky wire, and they tied his neck and they hung him. So they lived in a house like this only two rooms, the front room and the bed room. He was in the front room, the police came to see and say why is this person’s feet on the floor, they saw a blood drop on the window so they recorded everything. So they said it’s alright it’s alright we have all our recordings and you can bury him behind your shop. So after he was buried he came in flesh. He came back. He appeared in front of the police in St Paul’s mission police station. He said he had a child called Kenny and said if you smack my child he will tell you how I died. So the police came back on horses and before they even smacked Kenny he started talking saying my father was killed by three men. One was called Chimpo, second Margisa and Sevarnie how was related to me. So the police went and spoke to them and they were beaten up like hell so Mr Shookaks wife was pregnant so he died and left her two month pregnant. So these men, after they were beaten up were taken to the police station and they said they accepted that they killed him and explained that they hung him with the barbed wire. Mr Shookak even wrote a letter and took it to the police. After six months the police deiced to dig him out. The coffin, the termites had just started eating the outside but the inside was perfect. His watch was still ticking and his vest was still white, it was very clean as if it had just been cleaned. So they took the body back to Harare and brought his body back at around 6 o clock and just threw him in the hole. So when they brought the body here It was before the men had been taken to the police and so he used to come when she was 2 months pregnant and he would beat her up and she would be shouting “Rosie Rosie” and she would be bleeding. But you wouldn’t see the man but you would be hearing bang bang bang. But one day he came to me in my sleep. I used to sleep on the floor with the children. He said “Rosie Rosie please don’t be afraid, please look after my children, I’ve gone back to my home but ill be coming to see you.” Since that day I have never feared. After the three men were taken to prisons they came back and took the wife so I was left to look after the children and this was when I was visited by the man. And then this women’s farther thought it was his fault to come look after the shop but then she started to misuse the shop, using the money for beers and bringing women. So Shookak came one night and said why are you hear, why are you spending my money. Go back home. Rosie is okay to look after the shop” so he was really shook up wondering how could he do that to me how could he come to this place. So there was a spare room where they would sell grain and this brother stole to roof for money. But the person who bought the roof put them on a bus on the way going home and in the middle of the road Shookak was in the middle of the road and the bus wouldn’t move and he said “go back, don’t take them”. So they had to take back the roof and then the bus started and he moved and the bus went off. So the wife was in the prison for three years and gave birth in prison but by time she came out the child had grown up. all that time I was working I wasn’t being paid so decided to go back to my parents but took all the children with me, went back to my family with them. So I was looking after them at my mum’s house. When she came out of prison she came back to see rosie to thank her and gave her clothes. After a very long time I saw this woman I the post office and she recognized me, but she is now very old. Probably dead now but saw her once. She was very pleased to see me. I didn’t want to say this when a young child was here but when Shookak was buried the grave was painted white but you know Guinea fowl after a few days it kept changing colours. When the police came back and threw him In they didn’t cover him so when I was there with the children. The dead body was just thrown there and didn’t cover it up so she just had to leave him there and that’s why I was very scared when he came in the house shouting me. He was from Malawi, said he was back in his home and would visit me. Now you wouldn’t even see the grave because everything is gone even the shop because it was a long time ago. 
During the war I used to go in the field and cook sadza for the comrades, I and a shop so all the comrades used to go to get drinks and have food. During the war I was beaten up by a white man and I was pregnant with my son. We were celebrating the curfew being stopped when we were not allowed to go out and so after independence the curfew was finished. So when we were happy celebrating a white man turned up can said “what are you doing? Why is your shop still open?” and he just slapped me on the face.  The white man beat her up and I feel in to a (slug) football table. After this two big truck come and took us to a camp site, so we were put all of us in the camp with no blankets just thrown in. So im the one who instigated this party so there was over 100 people who were celebrated that were provided drink but when we went to the camp there was only 68 of us and we stayed there overnight. Some people were shot and one girl who was working for me was wounded but survived but one of the white people we shot by mistake and died. My daughter was still a little girl and she ran away that day after the guns when off and she went and slept by the grave yard and she told the people in the village that I had been shot and was dead. My daughter had left a letter in the morning saying my mum is dead but all the money in this shop belongs to me but I have been taken to the camp. This was my first born child so she was saying if my mum has died all the money is mine, she was just 7 years old. They took us the next day and said these people haven’t done anything they are just celebrating so they release people. But because of my working in the war I was able to get this piece of land from the chief as a contribution in the war. 
In my shop there were three white people who had killed three people and they left the bodies in my shop and said they were giving me one hour to burry these bodies. So I got some elders to come and tell the bodies that they hadn’t killed them but just asked to bury them. So they dug a massive whole behind the shop and put the three bodies in there. Then after a long time, when the war had finished they dug up the people and in the hero acre by the community centre. We found a dead body in the hill over there but he didn’t have a leg so we took him and buried him there but after we buried him we found his leg and had to dig him up again and put it there. We knew it was his leg because he was a tall man. The head man came to burry these three boys and someone came up next to him and said you have to look after me properly so when it came to the other bodies the headman said he would not do it because they are following me. So if it happens like that you just talk to the person and say I did not kill you or want to upset you. 
Im tired. 
Thank you Gogo














[bookmark: _Toc513632063]Participant 11: 
07/10/2017
Hiya
So im looking at the birth certificates in Zimbabwe and how difficult it is to get hold of one and what happens when you can’t get one. But I will also be looking at women in general and how they get the birth certificates. So do you know anything about how difficult this is?
Yes it’s very hard. Now I’m trying to get Pretty, my son’s girl’s friend. She’s trying to get a passport but she can’t get a passport because she doesn’t have a birth certificate, I can’t get a birth certificate because her mother can’t prove, you now when you are born you get a letter, she hasn’t got that and even her son can’t get a birth certificate because pretty doesn’t have one. So it’s so complicated. Because you need a letter to confirm where you were born and they do not have it.
Right, so do they have any proof of them existing, any ID or anything?
No the do exist in the country at all 
So how does a women get a birth certificate when she has given birth? Does she have to pay a lot of money or? 
No no no, it’s not always about money but it’s about knowing. They get like a letter of the birth record and when you get that record you take it to the registers office and they give you a birth certificate but the problem is the ques are so long there so many people don’t bother because they don’t know the importance of it.
Oh okay because the mothers told me it would cost around 50$ to get a birth certificate 
Yeah it is to register the child. Let me ask, that is hard because they do not have the money. Yeah I had to pay for a replacement for my ID which was 20$. But it’s about knowing to process. Oh my mother is on the phone. 
(Phone call to her gogo in Zimbabwe).
She hasn’t been well and it’s costing a lot of money. Lots of the women have not been to school and because they haven’t been to school they don’t have a proper understanding for them to know. I was luck and my parents were educated and I have one but if your parents are not you can’t. I’m surprised how Pretty went to school because you cannot get in to school without a birth certificate. 
(Phone call with gogo) 
Even Pretty’s mother doesn’t have a birth certificate either you see. So that’s the problem if your mother doesn’t have a birth certificate how do you get one when your mother doesn’t have one.
Would you be able to tell me your story of when you was a teacher and had to leave Zimbabwe to England? 
Yeah, you know the problem in Zimbabwe because of Mugabe’s rule there was not freedom of speech. I think if I may tell you from the beginning was a passion for helping women in the village. Especially helping the women in the village with children with a disability. Because you start campaigning you become an icon in the community and people don’t like you. There were some teacher in the school abusing students and taking them out of school. They were quite mature and thought it was being in love and I tried talking and saying it was abuse of the child and some of the teachers married the girls and I was trying to stop the teachers having sex with the girls,
How old were those girls?
17?
Young innocent girls and the teachers liked it and thought it was right to be with them. The girls could have been educated and gone to school but just became wives because of the teachers.so I became more like a, the teachers didn’t like me in the school. So the reason I had to run away was because I held a lesson on the economy of the county in Zimbabwe and one of the students went back home to their parents and told them I was teaching politics because I don’t know if you was aware Zimbabwe economy was based on farmer and because Mugabe took the farms from white peo0ple we started suffering and this was one of my lessons. So when they told me parents I was teaching politics they came to the school. The MP the local MP was told and he was very vicious, violent MP. After that he a=bused me sexually the MP and said oh I’m protecting you. They came to my house and I was beaten and they killed my dog. So I was living in fear so I have to leave my children 12 years old and 9 years old.   I didn’t have much choice. Especially if you are a women because I wasn’t married I was a single mother so in was labelled a prostitute. In Zimbabwe if you are not married and living alone you are labelled that. I did not have much protection from anyone. So then Sam brought me here (Wales). 
And now you go back to help everyone?
Yes, you have to go through horrible stuff because it makes you strong. I have passion about women and that’s why I keep supporting women. That why I carry on with my studies so I can help them more.  Women we can make a change because when we work together as sisters we are understand the importance of birth and we are sinners as people but we are not weak. 
Anything else to say?
The way politics were handled in that time we are hoping this time it will different and we can believe in our vote. We will not be spied on, even as teachers we thought that was true and we were victimised and most people because they know Mugabe will always go back in to power many women would not vote. Many women in the village don’t have a birth certificate and so they cannot vote.
Always back to the birth certificates
Yeah you always need a birth certificate. Pretty’s mother has no birth certificate and they keep going to the registers but coming back empty handed. I’m going to see if I can help because she can’t even travel. 
So if a women want dot register a child’s birth does she have to have a birth certificate first?
Yes you have to have a birth certificate it controls your life. You need one to vote, to travel, yeah. 
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