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ECAD4011- Curriculum Matters
‘Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes in an integrated, cross-curricular approach.’
My theme for this assignment is ‘Wales/Cymru’. I have chosen this theme as I think it’s vital that the welsh language and culture is thriving in Wales. It is also important for children to realise their national identity. My focus is on Key Stage 2 and is aimed at Year 5 children. I have devised 3 activities which all promote cross-curricular learning. Throughout the assignment, I will refer to Donaldson’s four purposes and link my activities to the six areas of learning. I will also discuss the integrated cross-curricular approaches and discuss both positives and negatives. Throughout my activities, I will also try to promote LNF, DCF and YCC. (Barnes, 2012) states ‘Everything which surrounds us in the physical world can be seen and understood from multiple perspectives.’ Therefore, this can show us that cross-curricular learning is important as it allows individuals to see things from different viewpoints and everyone’s opinions are unique and different. 
Cross-curricular is a term used to describe ‘activities, knowledge, skills or initiatives that are applied across the curriculum and not confined to one subject.’ (Barnes, 2012). There are different cross-curricular approaches that set different aims and result in different opportunities. These are tokenistic, hierarchical, multidisciplinary, theme- based, single-transferable subject, interdisciplinary, opportunistic and double focus cross-curricular teaching and learning. (Barnes, 2012). I will link the appropriate approaches to which activity they correspond too.  
The first activity involves using ipad’s to research two favourite attractions in Wales. An example of this could be Brecon Beacon’s National Park, Cardiff Castle or Snowdonia etc. They will then estimate the location on a blank map of Wales and plot both points. Using a scale given, they will work out the distance between the two. The next section of the activity will involve the children using a picture of their favourite location out of the two chosen. They will cover up the one half of the image and re-draw the other half of the picture. This activity will not only highlight key features of Wales but will get the children to think creatively. By measuring the distance, they will be developing their humanities knowledge, which is one of the 6 areas of learning. This looks at the geography aspect and allows the children to develop their skills by estimating and calculating distances and to identify and locate places and environments using a map. This activity also meets another area of learning, which develops their art skills. This allows them to describe and make comparisons and to look at artists from different places, e.g. local and welsh examples. (Gov, 2008). This activity promotes the Digital Competency Framework (DCF) and Y Curriculum Cymreig (YCC). This is being promoted by the children studying and appreciating the various landscapes of Wales. (ACCAC, 2003). Promoting Digital Competency is very important as it ‘plays a powerful role in the lives of children and young people’. (Donaldson, 2015).  This activity focuses on the Multidisciplinary cross-curricular learning approach. This fits well because I think both subjects within the activity are equally as important as each other. The activity will also highlight to the children what is being learnt and what skills they are developing as with this theory, it is important for the children to realise new learning has occurred. (Barnes, 2012). 
 The second activity involves the children listening to two different welsh compositions. They will listen and appraise the music but also express their opinions on how it makes them think/feel. They will try and identify the different instruments within the piece too. The second part to the activity follows on from a recent visit to the Clywedog Dams.  The children, in groups, will then create their own piece of music based on the sound of water flowing. After the children have composed their water flowing themed music, they will record it using the iPad. This will allow them to do both a self-assessment but also a group assessment of what they have achieved. This can build their self-esteem and confidence as they can see what they have accomplished. This activity will be child-lead as the children will have full opportunities to be creative and to express their ideas. This will meet the Numeracy and Literacy Framework as the children will developing their oracy skills. They will be ‘listening to others, asking questions and responding to both the content and the speakers’ viewpoints. (LNF, 2016). It will meet the following musical development skills: ‘to communicate ideas and emotions through music, to recognise and describe musical characteristics and to make distinctions with the musical elements.’ (GOV, 2018). It will also link to their geographical skills as they will observe and ask questions about a place, environment or a geographical issue, e.g. what noise does the water make? This will get the children using their thinking skills as they will have to pick the correct instruments to make the correct composition. YCC will also be involved in this activity as they will be exploring the creative and expressive arts in Wales when looking at different welsh musicians. (ACCAC, 2003). DCF is also highlighted within the activity as the children are using the iPads to do an assessment of their compositions.  This activity links to the tokenistic cross-curricular learning approach. This approach involves different subjects, but there isn’t a real connection between them. (Barnes, 2012).  In the activity, the focus is on their musical development, but humanities are brought in to make the lesson more exciting and more engaging for the children. It also links to previous work they have done, so is also a re-cap activity. This activity meets one of Donaldson’s four purposes which is ‘an enterprising, creative contributors who expresses ideas and emotions through different media.’ (Donaldson, 2015).  This is because the children are showing their emotions when looking at different types of music and then producing their own. 
The third activity focuses on expressive arts and dance.  This activity will be engaging for the children as it allows them to express themselves. The main activity will focus on welsh dancing. The children will perform traditional Welsh dances to Welsh folk music. After watching an example, they will then go on to devise and plan their own dance routine to go with Welsh folk music. At the end of the activity, each group will discuss their routines and reflect on both the positives and negatives. They can also set targets to where they could have improved.  This will develop their thinking skills and will meet one of the areas of learning. Health and well-being will be promoted as the children will be participating in physical activity which is good for all aspects of their well-being. It can also help them to motivate, thrive and engage successfully within their education. It will meet another area of the PE curriculum as ‘The composition of sequences and choreographed dance motifs should include features such as variations in rhythm, speed, shape, level, direction and pathways. These are areas the children will look at when devising their dance. They will learn through first hand experiences as after watching an example, its down to them to create their sequences. This activity is also important as for those children who don’t feel comfortable participating or who are unable to, they can still get involved. It can ‘encourage children and young people to develop their creative appreciation, talent and their artistic and performance skills’ (Donaldson, 2015). One of Donaldson’s 4 purposes is met by ‘being healthy, conﬁdent individuals who take part in physical activity and build their mental and emotional well-being.’ (Donaldson, 2015).  The children will also meet the traditional dance aspect of the PE curriculum. They will develop their skills by describing how they feel when doing different activities and performing and developing an appreciation of movement from different traditions, times and places, including some traditional dances from Wales. (GOV, 2008). (Barnes, 2012) expresses that ‘connection-making and creativity are essential to a morally and intellectually good education’. Therefore, this activity will allow the children to do this which will provide them with a good knowledge and understanding. As Piaget states ‘Children have real understanding only of that which them invent themselves’. This shows that a child needs to go through their own learning process to have a full understanding. YCC will be met as they will be exploring the creative and expressive arts in Wales and looking at welsh dance. (ACCAC, 2003). This activity can also promote another one of Donaldson’s four purposes. This is to be an ‘ethical, informed citizen’ who are knowledgeable about their welsh culture and communities. (Donaldson, 2015). 
Cross-curricular learning is very advantageous as it allows the children to get the most out of their education. It allows both teachers and children to get a vast amount of the curriculum by planning activities in innovative ways. (Barnes, 2012). Cross-curricular learning has strong connections with the constructivist theory as the views are that children can work and learn from their own experiences. (Kelly, 2013). Problems can arise when planning cross-curricular activities as you need to make sure there is a balance between the subjects and that all subjects used fit the theme or topic effectively. (Kelly, 2013). Although, with certain themes and topics, it might be beneficial to have a leading subject as this could drive a ‘particular study’. (Kelly, 2013). (Grigg, 2010) states ‘Good cross-curricular teaching requires secure knowledge and understanding of each subject, just as a good cook needs knowledge of the nutritional and aesthetic value of the different foodstuffs when preparing a meal.’ Here, he is trying to show that there is no point trying to promote cross curricular learning if your knowledge isn’t clear on what you’re trying to teach as it won’t be as effective. Thompson suggests that the chosen topics for cross-curricular learning should be thought of as a ‘thread’ which are held together like ‘beads on a necklace’. These beads can all be different sizes, but they need to be threaded in a correct order, so their sequence makes sense. Cross-curricular learning can’t be a group of subjects that have been thrown together without thorough planning and detail. (Kelly, 2013). 
All the activities will meet the ‘theme-based cross-curricular approach’ as they are all centred around the theme of ‘Wales’. This approach looks at using ‘several different subjects’ to base learning around a specific theme. It is important that teachers realise that there chosen theme should be ‘authentic, relevant to the curriculum and can be sustained throughout a term.’ (Barnes, 2012). 
To conclude, (Barnes, 2012) states ‘our experience of the world is cross-curricular’. Across the curriculum, subjects should be brought together to positively influence a child’s learning. Although, planning cross-curricular lessons, can be challenging for teachers. There is no point trying to enhance a cross-curricular environment if there isn’t a moral context for learning provided. This could confuse and interrupt a child’s learning and therefore there wouldn’t be an educational purpose to the activity. (Barnes, 2012). The delivery of cross-curricular learning is vital, and therefore teachers need to clearly state what type of learning is taking place. Overall, if cross-curricular learning is done effectively, it can help enhance a child’s ability to learn but can also show them many aspects of different subjects within a single activity. This can help to keep engagement levels high and to make sure the children are getting the most out of their learning. 
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