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26 CONCLUSION OF FRANKAU’S ARGUMENT

began to formulate his concept of the conscious and un-
conscious elements in the human mind.

The date of that book is 1893 and its author Thomas Jay
Hudson. Its title page teads : The Law of Psychic Phenomena.
A Working Hypothesis.

Hudson’s hypothesis—btiefly that we possess two minds,
the one open to, the other completely closed against and im-
mune from the process of inductive reasoning—is, I claim, an
unbreakable link in my chain of evidence; asit were the central
arch of a bridge spanning three centuries, the long road over
which conducts the medical histotian straight back from nar-
coanalysis (for which the hypnotic state is induced by drugs)
and electric convulsion therapy (to a form of which, as
you will read, Mademoiselle Paradis was also subjected) as
practised by psychotherapists in 1948, through Freud’s
obsolescent psychoanalysis and Bernheim’s equally obsoles-
cent suggestion, to Elliotson, Esdaile and Braid. And from
Braid, I claim, the road leads straight back to the author of
this Dissertation whose hand rekindled in eighteenth-
century Europe the torches of a science partly known to its
so-called pagan inhabitants and consistently practised by the
oriental wotld through countless centuries. .

Once again vanity, both the layman’s and the profes-
sional’s, tempts a conditioned pen. The pen would fain run
on. But it has never been conditioned to the writing of
medical history. And I must leave the fuller elaboration of
my thesis to some writer of more knowledge, and maybe
of greater objectivity.

In the meantime, let Mesmer speak for himself.

London. G.F.
July 1948.

MEMOIRE

SUR LA DECOUVERTE

DU

MAGNETISME
ANIMAL;

Par M. MESMER , Dodeur én Médecine
de la Faculté de Vienne.
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A GENEVE;

Et fe trouve
A PARIS,

Chez P. Fr. DiporT le jeune, Libraire-
Imprimeur de MONSIEUR, quai
“des Auguttins. ‘

M. DCC, LXXIX.
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34 : THE MAGNETS

imitate artificially the periodic revolutions of the ebb and
flow just referred to.

I possessed the usual knowledge about the magnet : its
action on iron, the ability of our body fluids to receive that
mineral, The various tests cattied out in France, Germany
and Britain for stomach ache and toothache were known to
me. These reasons, together with the analogy between the
properties of this substance and the general system, induced
me to tegard it as being the most suitable for this type of
test. To ensute the success of this test, in the interval of the
attacks, I prepared the patient by the continuous use of
chalybeates.!

My social relations with Father Hell, Jesuit and Professor
of Astronomy at Vienna, then provided me with an oppor-
tunity of asking him to have made for me by his craftsmen
a number of magnetised pieces, of convenient shape for
application. He was kind enough to do this for me and let
me have them,

On 28th July 1774, after the patient had had a renewal of
her usual attacks, I applied three magnetised pieces to the
stomach and both legs. Not long afterwatds, this was fol-
lowed by extraordinary sensations ; she felt inside her some
painful currents of a subtle material which, after different
attempts at taking a direction, made their way towards the
lower part and caused all the symptoms of the attack to cease
for six hours. Next day, as the patient’s condition made it
necessary for me to carry out the same test again, I obtained
the same success with it.

My observation of these effects, coupled with my ideas on
the general system, provided me with fresh information.

While confirming my previous ideas about the influence of
the GENERAL AGENT, it taught me that another principle was
causing the magnet to act, the magnet itself being incapable
of such action on the netves, and I saw that I only had a short

1 Presumably “ iron  tonics. G.F.

CONFUTING FATHER HELL 35

way to go in order to arrive at the IMITATIVE THEORY, which
formed the subject of my research.

A few days afterwards, having met Father Hell, I men-
tioned to him in the course of conversation that th;, patieat
was in a better state of health, also the good effects of my
process and the hopes that I had, on the strength of this
operation, of soon finding a means of curing nerve sufferers.

I found out not long afterwards, from the public and from
‘Fhe newspapers, that this man of religion, abusing his fame
in astronomy and wishing to appropriate for himself a dis-
covery of whose nature and benefits he was entirely ignorant
had taken upon himself to publish the fact that by means o,f
some magnetised pieces, to which he attributed a specific
virtue depending on their shape, he had obtained the means
of curing the gravest nerve disorders. To lend suppott to
this opinion, he had sent to a number of Academies some
sets consisting of magnetised pieces of all shapes, mention-
ing according to their outline their analogy with the various
maladies.

This is how he expressed himself : T have discovered in
these shapes, which agree with the magnetic vortex, a pet-
fection on which depends their specific virtue in c’ases of
illness ; it is owing to the lack of this perfection that the
tests carried out in England and France have met with no
success”. And by affecting to confuse the manufacture of
the magnetised shapes with the discovery I had mentioned
to him, he finished by saying ‘‘ that he had communicated
everything to the physicians, and particulatly to myself,
and would continue to avail himself of them for his tests .
. Tbe repeated writings of Father Hell on this subject
inspired the public, which is always eager for a specific
against nervous disorders, with the illfounded opinion that

the discovery in question consisted in the mere use of the
magaet. I in my turn wrote to refute this error, by publish-
ing the existence of ANIMAL MAGNETISM, essentially distinct
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