ETHICS FORM – SOAC DDA STUDENTS ONLY

APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
	Shaun James Davies

	2
	Student Number:
	2317135


	3
	Email address:
	2317135@uwtsd.ac.uk

	4
	Programme of Study:
	DDA Computing: Software Development

	5
	Industrial Partner/Employer:
	Tata Steel United Kingdom



SECTION B:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form

	1
	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
	☒
	2
	UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒



SECTION C: Details of Research Activity
	1
	Indicative title:
	Insight, Record & Intelligence System (IRIS)

	2
	Proposed start date:
	01/01/2027
	Proposed end date:
	01/07/2027

	
	Introduction to the Research

	3
	Purpose of Research Activity
To produce a proof of concept software application that integrates key health, safety and environment datasets such as incident reporting and staff competency data.

	4
	Research Question or Hypothesis
N/A

	5
	Aim of Research Activity
1)	To design, develop and implement a proof of concept integrated SHE data solution by July 2027 that combines key datasets to support consolidated data management, analytical insight, and investigation of future SHE risks with a software implementation using SHE incident and competency data. 

	6
	Objectives of Research Activity
a)	Design, develop and implement a consolidated data structure that integrates incident and competency data, applying appropriate data quality, standardisation, and governance controls.
b)	Design, develop and implement an analytical solution that transforms the integrated data into standardised SHE performance measures, trends, relationships across relevant sites and functions.
c)	Develop and evaluate a predictive machine learning model using historical incident and competency data to determine whether identifiable patterns meaningful indicators of future SHE risk.

	
	Proposed data collection methods

	7
	· Secondary organisational data
· Historical incident & competency data will be collected from existing systems.
· Intended data period is approximately five years.
· Data fields collect
· Incident date, type, classification, detail (excluding sensitive data).
· Site, area, function and organisation unit.
· Anonymised training records
· Data extraction
· Organisational reports
· Only data required to meet the project objectives will be collected.
· Business approved data extraction technologies only.
· Stakeholder feedback
· Written notes and secure digital technologies may be used to capture feedback.
· No audio or video recording will be used.
· Nature of the data
· Tata Steel United Kingdom data.
· Originally collected for operational purposes.



SECTION D: Scope of Research Activity
	
	Will the research activity include:
	YES
	NO

	1
	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Use of focus groups?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Use of participant diaries? 
	☐
	☒

	5
	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Use of computer-generated log files?
	☒
	☐

	7
	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	10
	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	11
	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Procedures that may have a negative impact on the environment?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Other primary data collection methods. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) below.
	☐
	☒

	
	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	









SECTION E: Intended Participants
	
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	1
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	2
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	4
	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	5
	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	6
	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	8
	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Others. Please indicate the participants below, and specifically any group who may be unable to give consent.

	☒
	☐

	
	Company data with personal/sensitive data removed
	
	



	
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	10
	How many participants are expected?

	Company data – unclear until project begins. No direct participating employees, only employee data

	11
	Who will the participants be?

	Company data – unclear until project begins. No direct participating employees, only employee data

	12
	How will you identify the participants?
	Company data – unclear until project begins. No direct participating employees, only employee data




	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	13
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	14
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	15
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	16
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	17
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	18
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	19
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	20
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	21
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	22
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
	14: The data is company data. Withdrawal of data will result in an inaccurate result.



	
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	24
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	25
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	26
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study? 
	☐
	☒
	☐

	27
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	28
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	
	



SECTION F: Anticipated Risks

	
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them.  

	1
	Risks to participants

	
	Risk to participants:
Overall participant risk is low.
Confidentiality and identification risks from inclusion of details and data that contain organisationally sensitive data.
	No personal or sensitive data will be collected as it is not a requirement of this project. The data collected is cleansed of personal information by the dataset owner and, where applicable, data will be aggregated or categories combined where small group sizes could result in the indirect identification of individuals. 

	2
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice 

	
	Not applicable

	3
	Risks to the investigator

	
	Overall risk to investigator is low,
Exposure to sensitive information.
Disclosure of organisational and personal data.

	No personal or sensitive data will be collected as it is not a requirement of this project. The data collected is cleansed of personal information by the dataset owner and, where applicable, data will be aggregated or categories combined where small group sizes could result in the indirect identification of individuals. 

	4
	University/Employer risks

	
	Findings may identify weaknesses in existing systems which could create professional sensitivity when communicating results.

I will follow the university code of practice. All data will be handled in accordance to the data protection act (add year)

(this box should expand as you type)
	How you will mitigate the risk to the University or your Employer:
As the result of this project could affect the investigators own organisation the possibility of professional responsibility and project objectives  may overlap and conflict. This risk will be reduced by:
· Using predefined research objectives, methods and success criteria.
· Maintaining an audit trail of analytical techniques
· Reporting positive, negative and inconclusive findings alike.
· Separate evidence from personal interpretation.
Following university ethics requirements and Tata Steel governance through the project

	5
	Environmental risks

	
	Not applicable
	Not applicable



SECTION G: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

	1
	Feedback

	
	A report communicated across the business with findings.

	2
	Informed consent

	
	Not applicable

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity

	
	No personal or sensitive data will be collected as it is not a requirement of this project. The data collected is cleansed of personal information by the dataset owner and, where applicable, data will be aggregated or categories combined where small group sizes could result in the indirect identification of individuals. 



SECTION H: Data Protection and Storage

	
	Does the research activity involve personal data
	YES
	NO

	1
	Personal data
	☐
	☒


	
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	2
	

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	3
	Special category data
	
☐
	
☒


	
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	4
	



	
	
Will data from the research activity (collected data, drafts of the thesis, or materials for publication) be stored in any of the following ways?
	YES
	NO

	5
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	6
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	7
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☐
	☒

	10
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☒
	☐

	11
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	12
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of backup procedures, password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	All data will be kept in password protected cloud storage on company standard database systems which will not be shared. No backup of data as the original data will remain in source system.



	
	Data Protection

	
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	13
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	14
	Sharing of data with others at the University outside of the immediate research team?
	☐
	☒

	15
	Sharing of data with other organisations beyond your employer?
	☐
	☒

	16
	Export of data outside the UK or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	17
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	19
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and Data Protection Act (2018) (and/or any international equivalent):

	
	

	20
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	Competency & Incident data will only be given access to myself.
Non-sensitive outputs will be shared with the business.

	21
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	Principle researcher

	22
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. 

	
	Data storage will be on the company database of choice. The company have an IT and Data privacy department to ensure the database is fully compliant with security measures.
Data will be stored for 5 years in formats of CSV and Excel (.xlsx).

	22
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)
	☒

	23
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	☒




SECTION I: Declaration
	
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the University’s website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/media/uwtsd-website/content-assets/documents/research/REICoP-July-2022.pdf 

	1
	Signature of applicant:
	S.Davies
	Date:
25/08/2026






FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY:
	
	Ethical approval given 

	1
	Signature of assessor:
	
	Date:


	2
	Name:
	

	3
	Role:
	Module Leader, ACCA6029 Industrial-Based Research
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