
Legal Issues – Fire Safety in the Hotel Industry



Hotels serve as temporary residences for visitors who wish to be safe while staying there, fire safety is a crucial component of the hospitality sector. Hotels must have sufficient safety management procedures in place in the event of a fire in attempt to reduce the possibility of harm or even death to its visitors and staff (Niininen, 2013). 
Several actions need to be done to protect hotel guests' safety against fires. First and foremost, all public spaces, rooms, and communal areas must have smoke and fire alarms. To make sure they work correctly and can alert visitors and staff in case of a fire, they must be frequently examined. Furthermore, fire extinguishers need to be freely reachable and well-marked everywhere on the premises (Chen et al. 2012). As per Kuo et al. (2020), hotels must have a documented emergency evacuation strategy that employees are knowledgeable about and equipped to use. Guests must be given a clear explanation of the evacuation procedure, and escape routes must be easily visible and approachable. The upkeep and design of the building are also important factors in hotel fire safety. In order to stop a fire from spreading throughout the hotel, it is crucial to use fire-resistant building components, such as fireproof doors and walls (Rasbash et al. 2014). To reduce the risk of electrical fires, gadgets and electrical cables must also be maintained and routinely inspected. Additionally, hotels need to make certain that their heating and ventilation facilities are frequently maintained and inspected for any fire hazards (Purkiss and Li, 2013). Hotels should also have fire safety protocols that involve personnel training and emergency response. Hotel staff members must get training in fire control procedures and possess the skills and knowledge necessary to handle an emergency fire. Periodic fire simulations should be held to test the hotel's emergency response strategy and instruct staff and visitors on how to evacuate (Aziza et al. 2019).
With more hotel fires being recorded globally in past few years, the importance of fire regulations in the hospitality industry has grown. Therefore, the hotel sector's first priority should be fire safety. This requires the installation of smoke, fire, and extinguisher alarms. Additionally, they require building materials that are fire-resistant and a defined evacuation strategy. To ensure that the emergency fire response plan is in place, hotels must also train its staff members on fire safety procedures and conduct frequent fire drills. By taking these precautions, hotels can ensure the security of both visitors and employees will uphold their status as a dependable and secure lodging.
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