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1.0. Introduction
Education Technology (Ed Tech) refers to the practice of using technology to support teaching and the effective day-to-day management of education institutions (CooperGipson Research, 2021). These include the integration of advanced technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the Internet of Things (IoT) to facilitate learning experiences (Tobin, 2023)
1.1. Background: Although is not a new subject, the fast-evolving technology (like AI, Big Data or IoT) is bringing the need of new research in this field. Important contributions in the field of technology were brought in the past by theorists such as Selwyn (2007, 2011, 2016, 2018), Friesen (2009), Czerniewich (2010), Bayne (2015), Major and Hennessy (2016), Hall (2017), through special journal issues relating to e-Research, in higher education Castaneda and Selwyn (2018), and books Bulfin, Johnson, & Bigum, 2015; Selwyn (2015) (Jameson, 2019), and continue with new researches.
1.2. Significance of the topic: The subject of using technology to improve teaching and learning experiences is one of general interest, countries of the world ushered in a consensus on the role of technology to build a better present and secure a sustainable future, reiterated with the occasion of 2024 United Nations Summit of the Future, where the education sector stands to benefits from the innovative possibilities brought by technology. (UNESCO, 2024).
British Educational Training and Technology (BETT), one of the largest and most influential EdTech events globally annually held in London, attracting educators, policymakers, industry leaders, is focusing on the latest innovations and trends in educational technology, the latest event report highlighting several key issues related to the use of EdTech in improving classroom dynamics, dealing with behaviour management challenges, teacher attitudes toward EdTech, impact on teaching efficiency, policy and Consistency in EdTech use, etc (Verry, 2024).
Also The EdTech Conference 2024, which will take place in London in 21-22 November, with agenda containing subjects such as: Innovating Higher Education with AI and Ed Tech; Learning with Technology from the early years and beyond; AI Powered Student Assessment; AI and Data Analysis; Delivering Generative AI to Teachers; Pedagogy in Online Language Learning; Leveraging Technology and Media to Design More Inclusive Learning Opportunities, etc, is proving a general interest for the latest innovations, trends and research in educational technology (EDTECH World Forum, 2024), highlighting the potential of EdTech to improve learning results or increase the equity and accessibility of education. 
1.3. Rationale: The fast digital growth powered by AI, IoT, and Big Data is the justification for this study. Effective EdTech adoption presents special challenges for UK business schools, which aim to satisfy the needs of a digital economy and educate the students. Although EdTech supports a variety of learning requirements and promises to increase accessibility and equity, not much is known about how technology actually affects learning outcomes and student involvement in business education. By concentrating exclusively on UK business schools, this study fills a significant knowledge gap and offers insightful information that can guide effective, personalised approaches for EdTech integration in this particular industry.
1.4. Proposed Aim: The aim of this research is to explore the opportunities and challenges of Ed Tech integration in universities and business schools within UK, to find and provide applicable solutions and recommendations for effective Ed Tech implementation in a way which can improve the quality and accessibility of higher education in the rapidly evolving of digital landscape.
1.5. Objectives
· To assess how EdTech adoption is currently progressing in UK business schools
· To determine the main obstacles to EdTech integration that UK business schools must overcome
· To assess how EdTech affects learning outcomes, student engagement, and the quality of teaching in business education
· To investigate how EdTech might improve diversity and accessibility in higher education
· To offer suggestions for successful EdTech adoption methods in UK business schools
1.6. Hypothesis: 
· Is the effectiveness of pedagogic process at UK business schools positively impacted by access to EdTech resources?
· Is the increase of EdTech use improving the student engagement and quality of learning in UK business schools?
1.7. Research questions:
· What are the most effective ways to use EdTech in improving teaching and learning in UK business schools?
· What are the main obstacles preventing wider adoption of EdTech in UK business schools?
· What are the opportunities brought by the use of EdTech in business schools?
· What are the potential risks of using EdTech in higher education and how they can be balanced?

2.0. Research Methods and Methodology
2.1. Research philosophy: In the context of researching the impact of education technologies for UK higher education business schools, a mixed-methods research approach that combines elements of both positivism and interpretivism could be appropriate. This approach would allow to gather empirical data while also considering the subjective experiences and perspectives of individuals and organizations within the industry (Saunders, 2019)
2.2. Research paradigm: In the context of this research, the research paradigm that would likely be appropriate is a mixed-methods research paradigm which would allow to combine empirical data analysis (quantitative) with an exploration of practical implications and stakeholder perspectives (qualitative).
[bookmark: _Hlk181732586]2.3. Research approach: Initial exploratory literature review is held with key publications, conferences reports, books, journal articles, government publications to gain essential contextual data. A number of 45 journals articles, books, newspapers, government trusted sites and other internet trusted sites will be consulted and qualitative primary research, transcribed into a multiple choices’ questionnaire.
[bookmark: _Hlk181732629]2.4. Research methodology: A mixed-methods research approach is appropriate in this context. This methodology provides a solid understanding of EdTech integration by utilising both quantitative and qualitative methodologies (Sakyi, et al., 2020)
· Quantitative information to evaluate usage rates, trends, and effects on learning outcomes and student engagement.
· Qualitative data to gather in-depth views on the advantages and difficulties of EdTech integration from educators, administrators, and students.
[bookmark: _Hlk181732655]2.5. Research methods: Exploratory research- is conducted into a research problem or issue where there are very few or no earlier studies to which we can refer to information about the issue or problem. 
Mixed qualitative and quantitative research methods, cross-sectional study to capture both the measurable impacts of EdTech adoption and the nuanced stakeholder’s perspective.
Qualitative research used to test a theoretical proposition or propositions, followed by further quantitative or qualitative research to develop a richer theoretical understanding. Theory may also be used to provide direction for the research. (Saunders, et al., 2019) 
[bookmark: _Hlk181732707]       2.6. Research strategy: 
•	Defining the objectives and scope
•	Literature review
•	Research questions
•	Data collection
•	Data analysis
•	Ensure that the research follows ethical guidelines.
•	Conclusions and recommendations
•	Review and feedback.
[bookmark: _Hlk181732764]2.7.  Sampling: The questionnaire will be sent effectively to educators, students and administration employees, from higher education business institutions based in London and the UK, involved in educational process. Although the subject was covered in other studies, there is no evidence of covering the area which I intend to do (Digital Transformation in Higher Education: Exploring EdTech Opportunities and Challenges in UK Business Schools) and those already existing does not necessarily applied for higher education in UK business schools. As the technology evolves there is a need of revising studies already made in this area.
[bookmark: _Hlk181732791]2.8. Data collection methods/tools: 
•	Case Studies: Select specific institutions and establishments within involved in business higher education from London and UK.
•	Social Media and Online Content Analysis
•	Secondary Data Analysis: -utilising existing datasets and research related to the technology and education.
•	Interviews using semi structured interview questions with teachers and personal involved in administration and decision making.
•	Surveys/Questionnaires: Structured questionnaires to gather qualitative and quantitative data from a wide range of stakeholders.
[bookmark: _Hlk181732857]2.9. Interpreting data:
Interpretations will be in a clear, concise, and coherent manner using tables, charts, and visualizations to support the explanations. The findings will be clearly stated and back-up with evidence from the data. The software used will be IBM SPSS Statistics or alternatively NVivo.
[bookmark: _Hlk181732898]3.0. Preliminary Literature review
Short history: The transition from traditional resources tools (chalkboards) to advanced technologies like interactive whiteboards, online resources, multimedia, demonstrate the shift from teacher-centred education to student centred learning environments having impact in learning processes, anticipating a shift where teachers act more like organisers, and technology providing knowledge in accessible and flexible formats (del Campo, et al., 2012)
The subject captured the attention and preoccupation of many researchers, from different aspects and from different countries, studies being made inclusive by the UK Government.
The 2022-23 Technology in Schools Survey by IFF Research (2023) revealed that around 59% of UK schools made investments in technology, highlighting the landscape and current challenges with the implementation of digital technology across UK schools. Difficulties with infrastructure and support have been noted, primary schools having specific challenges with cybersecurity, Wi-Fi reliability, and restricted access to professional development. Time and money constraints the opportunities for teacher training, while more than half of school’s administrators mention connectivity problems as obstacles. In order to achieve fair technology integration in UK schools, this data underlines the necessity of centralised guidance, funding and professional developing (IFF Research, 2023)
Cowling, et al., (2022) is bringing in attention the need of using educational technology to enhance the learning experiences rather than simply use of digital tools, calling for rigorous research methods that can provide measurable benefits for students, highlighting the importance of considering the human element in EdTech, adressing the need for students and teachers to support interaction and engagement. Long term strategies that can balance the quality of teaching with the advancements of technology are necessary according to authors opinion.
The article ‘’Chalenges, Opportunities, and Prospects of Adopting and Using Smart Digital Technologies in Learning environments’’ examines how education is changing as a result of digital technologies. The study uses complexity theory to analyse how smart technologies interact with conventional teaching methods, finding new benefits that improve learning and promote inclusion such as multimodality, a/synchronicity, and enhanced engagement. The evaluation notes that while digital technologies offer chances for student-centered, customised learning, they also present difficulties, specially in the areas of infrastructural limits, digital skills shortages, and resource constraints. To fully utilise technology in education, these issues must be resolved. The authors believe that creating sustainable, high-quality learning environments, require promoting digital literacy, infrastructure, and the coordinated adoption of technologies (such as IoT and AI). The authors suggest that future studies must be designed to look more closely at how digital technology may be used to build accesible, equitable educational systems, guaranteeing that technological advancements benefit a variety of learning communities arround the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk181732962]4.0. Limitations: This study is limited due to the focus on business schools in the UK, restricting its applicability to other institutions or geographical areas. It uses data from interviews and self-reported surveys, which could be biassed. Due to time constraints, the analysis is limited to a cross-sectional perspective instead of monitoring EdTech impacts throughout time. Furthermore, findings may become soon out of date due to EdTech's rapid progress, necessitating future updates.
[bookmark: _Hlk181733005]5.0. Ethical considerations: The University defines research as systematic effort that generates new information and applies that knowledge to produce new applications, in concordance with the OECD Frascati guidelines. The ‘’Ethical Form’’ was filled for approval before the research to start and the ‘’Participant Information Sheet’’ and Participation Consent Form’’ would be used.

[bookmark: _Hlk181733047]6.0. Timeframe


7.0. Conclusion:
I have chosen to investigate the relationship between technology and education since I believe that proving a positive correlation would have serious implications for stakeholders, and that carrying out further qualitative research in this area will be integral to improving understanding. After having identified the limitations of previous studies in this field, I have worked on producing a methodology that will avoid these same pitfalls and predict that the research will portray a strong enough relationship between the two factors to encourage further scholarship.
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