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The following portfolio will be about the celebration of the welsh language and how as a nation Wales has recognised the diversity and variety within society and included the welsh language in the national curriculum since the Education Reform Act, (1988) making it a different curriculum to England. Since then an action plan is in place and set out by the Welsh Assembly Government, Cymraeg 2050; A million welsh speakers, (2017) also its Education in Wales action plan 2017-21, (2017). These policies are essential for children to grow up learning their native language, and by teaching this will keep the language alive and promote the nations cultural identity.  The new revised curriculum is being rolled out in all welsh schools by 2020, designed by Professor Graham Donaldson who understands the benefits and value of using welsh and is at the centre of the Successful Futures for Wales.  The welsh language that is now compulsory in all welsh school, and not treated as less favourable than the English language.
Professor Donaldson suggest instead of traditional subjects children should learn from six areas of learning Expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, Maths and Numeracy, Science and Technology and Language, literacy and Communication, with the use of  cross-curriculum skills literacy, numeracy and digital competence with the ultimate aim being that all learners become ambitious capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethnical informed citizens of the world and confident individuals that feel valued members of society All these purposes are underpinned by integral skills which should be developed within a wide range of teaching and learning, ( Gov, Wales, 2020).
The curriculum Cymraeg which helps pupils to understand and celebrate the distinctive quality of living and learning in Wales along with The Siarter Laith are products introduced by The Welsh Assembly Government to promote and support all schools to ensure the welsh language is accessible to all. 
Education in Wales is changing, and the Welsh Assembly Government have taken on the challenge to ensure the success and well-being of every learner in Wales. ‘Cymraeg 2050’ is a welsh strategy that aims to have 1 million people speaking welsh by 2050, education is at the heart of this with a vision hoping that people will emerge from the education system ready and proud to use the welsh language   
The government have identified three strategic themes to achieve this, theme 1 is to start with early years, hoping to get to a position where under 5  have had sufficient contact with the Welsh language to be able to start on their journey towards fluency, (Gov, Wales, 2017). 	As suggested by professor Donaldson the Welsh Assembly Government offer a sabbatical scheme  for primary and secondary school teachers and also to classroom assistants to increase the number of practitioners who can educate through the medium of welsh, this will help towards meeting the needs of children to succeed in becoming bilingual capable learners (National Sabbatical Scheme, 2020). 
     
School A is a small primary school in a small school situated in a Pembrokeshire village with 80 children enrolled, within the staff there are three fluent welsh speakers and all other have staff members have a basic knowledge of the welsh language.  the school prides itself on its inclusion, our early years foundation phase is from ages 3 to 7, children learn through play. Piaget, (1936), suggests Play is one of the main ways in which children learn and develop. It helps to build self-worth by giving a child a sense of his or her own abilities and to feel good about themselves. Because it’s fun, children often become very absorbed in what they are doing. 
Play is very important to a child's development; it is an integral part of a child's Early Years Foundation Stage and supports their learning journey too. Young children can develop many skills through the power of play. They develop their language skills, emotions, creativity and social skills.  Nurturing imagination and give a child a sense of adventure. Through this, they learn essential skills such as problem solving, working alongside others, sharing and much more. Children will sometimes fear a new language as they are worried about getting it wrong however by building on a task and breaking it down into small sections with simple language patterns and making a lesson fun with fun activities children will look forward to learning ending each correct phrase with lots of praise, (Bates, 2019).
(See Appendix 1) The lesson plan for this activity was to engage children to have a better understanding of the welsh language when spoken within their everyday environment, during circle time children are encouraged to participate in conversing in welsh using their oracy skills, each day a child is chosen to be the helper of the day and their job is to ask their peers questions in English and welsh in order to fill in the daily weather chart. The main objective of this activity was for children to be able to ask in welsh what the weather was that day and also be able to answer the question too using this language pattern which is provided by the welsh advisor in relation to the Siarter Laith who’s language charter is there to provide a clear framework to promote and increase to use of welsh within each school setting, to ensure the success of this and for schools to reach their targets three  goals have been set, bronze, silver and gold awards. This setting is currently working at a bronze level with the aim of achieving gold within a three-year period.
   The Early years Foundation phase is an idea stage to implement the welsh language as children are like sponges and are ready and willing to learn, children learn language faster and easier. Burrahus Frederick Skinner, (1904-1990), believed that children learn language through behaviourist reinforcement principles   and that every word a child mirrors will be rewarded by praise or sticker resulting in the child to want to please, (Bates, 2019) However, he was highly criticised by Linguist Noam Chomsky whose theory was nativist believes that children are born ready to learn language with a universal grammar, that is part of our make-up, learning sounds, words, then sentences. The first part of the lesson (see appendix 2) was to show the children picture cards of the weather and remind them of what each one was in welsh encourage them to use their memory skills and call upon the welsh wall displays all around them, that are a reference tool for the child to remind them of how to use Welsh throughout the day. Incidental welsh is apparent within school A’s setting as the classroom displays are bilingual, the use of welsh is used across the curriculum and children and teachers converse in welsh during the day from greetings, question and answers, this is one of the targets within the bronze award set by the Siarter Laith Cymraeg.


(see Appendix 3). Children were separated into groups according to their abilities, one group were asked to make an action for each picture card, another group were asked to draw a picture card and the other group were to draw and write a picture card. As stated in the framework of the foundation phase there are seven areas of learning this task covered the creative development area involving the child in activities that allowed them to work as an individual and in groups as every child is given the opportunity to apply their own imagination their senses. The framework for the foundation phase in wales state that the foundation environment should promote discovery and independence emphasising on using the outdoor environment as a recourse for children’s learning, (Hwb, 2020).  Once children had completed these tasks all children were taken outside to engage in an outdoor activity as playing in a natural space will encourage interaction with the elements around them promoting inquisitive and reflective thinking. “Most practitioners report that learning outdoors promotes children’s engagement and enjoyment in learning. This in turn impacts positively on children’s personal and social development, general behaviour and wellbeing. Children persevere with activities for longer periods outdoors and will attempt new things more readily, they learn to co-operate and apply their thinking skills to real problems.” (Estyn, 2011b). Children then we invited to play a weather game which involved to whole class, the game consisted of all children standing on a spot on the floor which all together made a circle, the teacher stood in the middle, (see appendix 5). All the children were told a what weather symbols they were and had to ask the teacher all together ‘sut mae’r tywdydd’. The teacher then replied Mae hi’n …. And picked a weather, the children who was that weather had to run around the circle and back to their spot as fast as they could, this game was very repetitive as children need to build their confidence as each time they gain a new level of understanding that is good for development comprehension, Repetition is a key learning aid because it helps transition a skill from the conscious to the subconscious. , when this skill is practiced and rehearsed over  and over it gradually becomes easier. ‘The more one has practice, the more likely is one to generalize what one has learned into a style of problem solving or inquiry that serves for any kind of task…or most kind of task”, (Bruner, 1964). Children are encouraged to share this new language skill and are given welsh calendars to take home, (see appendix 4), parent involvement is a crucial part of the foundation phase as it is a great way of supporting child development, this will create a more positive outlook for the child helping them to perform better in school and boosting confidence and also building relationships between parents and teachers also ticking of another target in gaining the bronze award by engaging in welsh with parent.
As an extension to the above activities’, (see appendix 6-8), children were given a blank map of wales with weather symbols and also a sheet of welsh towns and cities and asked to match them to the different regions, children were given the opportunity to engage in the use of their ICT skills. Encouraging independent and capable learners whilst using the use of the welsh apps made available via their own Hwb account.  
To conclude These lesson plans were a very engaging way of learning the welsh language and incorporated all areas stated in the foundation phase framework, Professor Donaldson has highlighted six areas of learning within the new revised curriculum of the successful futures.     Donaldson also emphasised the importance the oracy and said “Being able to listen attentively and speak lucidly and understandably, or to use non-verbal communication effectively, are crucial attributes in learning and life more generally. Developing oracy – the capacity to develop and express ideas through speech – is of central importance to both thinking and learning.” (Mannion and Mercer, 2020),
 While planning the lessons the practitioner has taken into account the ability of all learns ensuring children, they learn at their own individual pace acknowledging the importance of oracy and not be viewed as a pedagogical concern but a curricular concern. The importance of the welsh language is apparent in the revised foundation phase successful futures as Professor Donaldson has recognised that the welsh language is no longer taught as a second to English but as an equal and the benefits of using welsh in schools to promote the nations cultural identity. By surrounding our children by language and the use of incidental welsh within their environments this will encourage positive bilingualism effects. Education in wales is changing and at the heart of this is the hope   children will emerge from education proud welsh speaking citizens. The Welsh Assembly Government has a vision of a million welsh speakers by 2050 and to achieve this have set a target to transform the way we teach welsh within education, School A has embraced this by taking advantage of the welsh sabbatical scheme, and now has a foundation phase practitioner fluent in welsh and able to teach not only the children but also to hold regular training for  staff with very basic welsh language skill to enhance their learning using the same language pattern lesson used to teach the children. The Siarter Laith Cymraeg works wonderfully along side the successful futures for wales and helps to support and promote the welsh language so it is accessible to all, while the curriculum cymraeg is there to draw upon to understand and celebrate distinctive quality of living and learning in wales. With all these strategies in place and all working together with parents, teachers, community and children this can defiantly be achieved with consistency and determination.  










Appendix1[image: A picture containing table

Description automatically generated]















Appendix 2
[image: Calendar

Description automatically generated]


Appendix 3[image: A close up of a piece of paper

Description automatically generated]





[image: Text

Description automatically generated]

Appendix 4
[image: Calendar

Description automatically generated] 


Appendix 5


[image: A child standing in front of a crowd

Description automatically generated]


Appendix 6

[image: A picture containing text, sitting, apple, computer

Description automatically generated]



	

Appendix 7


[image: Text, letter

Description automatically generated]


Appendix 8

[image: ]



Reference List

Gov.Wales. 2017. Welsh In Education: Action Plan 2017 To 2021 | GOV.WALES. Available at: https://gov.wales/welsh-education-action-plan-2017-2021 [Accessed 21 October 2020].

Allan, S. and Gordon, P. (2011) How Children Learn 4 Thinking on special educational needs and inclusion. London; Practical Pre-School Books.
Bates, B. (2019) Learning Theories Simplified. 2nd Ed. London; Sage Publication Ltd.
Bruner, J., 1964. Contemporary Approaches To Cognition. Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, p.31.
Cardiff University. 2020. National Sabbatical Scheme. Available at: https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/welsh/courses/professional-courses-and-welsh-for-adults/sabbatical-scheme [Accessed 28 October 2020].

Donaldson, G., 2020.  Gov.Wales. Available at: https://gov.wales/successful-futures-review-curriculum-and-assessment-arrangements [Accessed 23 Oct 2020].
Estyn (2011b) Outdoor learning – an evaluation of learning in the outdoors for children under five in the Foundation Phase. Cardiff: Estyn. 

Goodwin, P. (2010) The Literate Classroom. London: David Fulton.
Gross, J. (2013) Time to Talk: Implementing outstanding practice in speech, language and communication. Oxon: Routledge.
 Hwb.gov.wales. 2020. Curriculum for Wales 2008 - Hwb. Available at https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales-2008/ um-for-wales-2008 [Accessed 23 Oct 2020].

Knowles, G. (2006) Supporting Inclusive Practice. Oxon; David Fulton Publishers.
Lewis, M, and Ellis, S. (2006) Phonics: Practice, Research and Policy. Paul Chapman Publishing.
Macleod-Brudenell, I. and Kay, J. (2008) Advanced Early Years. Oxford; Heinemann.
Mannion, J. and Mercer, N., 2020. Key Principles and Recommendations For Teachers. Oracycambridge.org. Available at: <https://oracycambridge.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Oracy-across-the-Welsh-curriculum-July-2018.pdf> [Accessed 14 November 2020].

Piaget, J. (1936). Origins of intelligence in the child. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul.

Rogers, B. (2002) Classroom Behaviour. London; Paul Chapman Publishing.
Walton, A. and Goddard, G. (2012) Supporting Every Child. (2nd Edn) Exeter: Learning 




























































 













Appendix











4

image2.jpg
Y Blynyddoedd Cynnar
The Early Years

Sut mae'r tywydd? vovs e eather?

Mae hin ... 1rs
heulog sumy

oer
gymylog ciousy
bwrw glaw raring
bwrw eira swoving

Blwyddyn 1
Year 1

? Hows the

Sut mae'r tywydd yn

weatherin__>

Mae hin... 1rs
stormus stormy
niwlog fess
braf fne

Ydy hin 2 wa__>

Ydy. ves
Nac ydy.

Heddiw? Todey
Sut mae'r tywydd heddi? ovs the westher
todoy

Blwyddyn 2
Year 2

Mae hin.... 1

ddiflas mserasie

boeth et

rhewi frecsing

Ydy hin heddiw? 1cit__ toda
Ydy, mae hin
Nac ydy,dydy hi ddi

Ddoe? vesterdey.

Sut oedd y tywydd ddoe? Howwas he mesther
yeserdap>
Roedd hin . Trwes

Oedd hin

Oedd. ves.
Nac oedd. no

1d. Y tywydd. the weather.




image3.jpg




image4.jpg




image5.jpg




image6.tiff
- AAJAAAAAAJAA“‘A-
o0voooo\\uovobuootrv

LUR VR VR VR VR VL VI VI VIF T

- Taﬂenni cofnodi

S Heddiw mae hi'n ddydd: L

Diwrnod yr wythnos yw Y dyddiad

Mae'r tywydd y bore ‘ma yn





image7.tiff




image8.jpg
Sut mae'r tywydd yn 2





image9.jpg
Can you mark these towns and cities on the map?

Cardiff (Caerdydd)
Tenby (Dinbychy Pysgod)
Anglesey (Ynys Mdn)
Aberystwyth

Brecon (Aberhonddu)
Swansea (Abertawe)

Haverfordwest (Hwiffordd)

Snowdonia (Eryri)





image10.jpg
!rfurdwuf (Hw\ffnrdu\

Map o Gymru




image1.jpeg




