Challenges to Policing by Consent: Identify and discuss obstacles and controversies associated with policing by consent.
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The concept of "policing by consent" is a cornerstone of policing in the United Kingdom, predicated on the essential trust and respect that the police force must gain from the public and local communities to maintain social order and ensure effective and equitable policing (College of Policing, 2022). This approach is dependent on the Peelian principles, a set of nine foundational principles established by Sir Robert Peel, serving as the thought process for creating a policing system based on public consent and cooperation (Watts, 2023). This essay explores the concept of policing by consent, its significance, and the challenges it faces. The topics discussed will be the role police – community relationships have with building trust to ensure trust within the police (Community Relations Service, 2016). Also, the role of police community support officers (PCSOs) in building strong relationships between the community and police (College of Policing, 2022) and the challenges and limitations of PCSOs (Schraer, 2019). The role of media is essential when shaping perceptions of the police in both positive and negative lights (Northumbria Police, 2022). Social divisions within race and gender can also have impact on how policing by consent can work and some of the challenges social divisions can impact trust in the police (Home Office, 2021).
Policing by consent is an important concept within policing in the United Kingdom (UK). According to the College of Policing (2022), policing by consent is dependent on the trust and respect that the police force has within the public and local communities. The Peelian principles are nine principles, formed by Sir Robert Peel, that are essential for policing by consent (Watts, 2023). In summary, these nine principles all ensure that the police are trusted by the public and that police – community relationships are of a high standard (Home Office, 2012). In addition to this, policing by consent means that police authority comes from the consent of the public rather than the state (Home Office, 2012). There are multiple reasons for why policing by consent is important one being, having great police-community relationships and another being to not divide social groups such as class, race, and gender. 
One way to make policing by consent possible is by ensuring there are strong police-community relationships. There are multiple ways for this to be achieved, for example, Police community support officers (PCSO) and overall reduction of crime. However, there are also some situations where public trust is at a low, for example, the Stephen Lawarence case (1993) and more recently, the controversies in the metropolitan police.
Police-community relationships are vital for several reasons. Having a strong relationship between the police and local communities can allow the police vital information to what is going on in the community. Ensuring that trust in the neighbourhood makes it more likely for members to come forward and talk to police officers and PCSOs (Police Community Support Officers) about the problems arising which can lead to important intelligence (Community Relations Service, 2016). A way these relationships are formed is to incorporate PCSOs into the local neighbourhoods. PCSOs are officers with some but not all the powers regular police officers have, and they work by linking local communities to the police force ensuring trust and reassurance to the public (College of Policing, 2022). In theory this example of having these PCSOs are a great idea, however there are problems with the amount of PCSOs in the UK. In a news article from the BBC in 2019 the numbers of PCSOs in the UK have dropped from 16,688 officers in 2010 to 10,139 officers in 2018, which is close to a 40% reduction (Schraer, 2019). In addition to this, it would not be possible to introduce PCSOs to all the local communities as there simply not enough officers, which will therefore leave different neighbourhoods vulnerable to crime that can make the police seem untrustworthy to the public's eyes. This has direct impact on policing by consent because without the trust and respect from the public policing by consent will not work (College of Policing, 2022). 
Another way police and community relationships are built is the use of the media such as the news and social media. Many police forces use social media platforms to notify and engage the public. The benefit of this being police forces can communicate easily and effectively to the public at minimum cost (Northumbria Police, 2022). However, according to the College of Policing (2013), the polices use of social media should use the following principles: Credible, consistent, responsive, inclusive, ethical, and personable. In summary, these principles mean that all content posted on social media platforms should be completely factual and professional whether that is posting about work done int the community or showing progress made in certain investigations. 
One of the biggest way trust and integrity is built by the police with the use of social media is by publishing information on cases that has been going on. All police forces in the UK use social media networks as this can give the police and public a “two-way conversation” (BBC, 2012). This meaning the public has an easy opening to engage in communication with the police force much easier than it has been in past times. Also, in addition to this social media can be an effective way for the police to let the public know all the work they are doing in the community to keep the community safer. For example, South Wales Police recently posted a Facebook post on how nine men were recently jailed for the kidnapping of another man in Splott, Cardiff (South Wales Police, 2023). Posts like these can give the public confidence that the police are doing their job keeping the streets safe which can ensure that policing by consent is possible due to the trust and confidence in the police. However, in contrast to this, it is suggested by numerous people that social media still has not helped interaction between the public and police in the ways it was desired (Bullock, 2018). 
The media can also portray the police in a bad perspective. The BBC (2023b) released an article saying that there had been 14,673 allegations against the Metropolitan Police in 2022. These allegations included allegations and complaints against officers for racism, harassment, homophobia and more shockingly, sexual assault (BBC, 2023b). Furthermore, a detective from the greater Manchester police was jailed for 26 years as he was convicted of 20 20 sex offences including 6 counts of rape (BBC, 2023a). These two news articles are two examples on how police can be viewed in a negative perspective. This can be shown to affect policing by consent as members of the local communities would read them articles and there would be a huge lack of trust with the police. In addition, that lack of trust would make policing by consent difficult. 
[bookmark: _Int_dtgvKSht]The concept of policing by consent could be affected by issues with social divisions such as race, gender, and class. An example of a way race can affect policing by consent is the death of Mark Duggan (2011). On the 4th of August 2011 Mark Duggan, a black male, was shot dead by police officers as he was carrying a firearm. The firearm Mark Duggan possessed was said to be found 10-14 feet away from where he was shot dead (Rayner, 2013). After complaints were made and the case went to trial the killing was deemed as “lawful” (Prodger, 2014). This therefore caused outrage and was a “catalyst” for riots all over the UK (Mohdin and Murray, 2021). This can affect policing by consent as the killing of a black and ethnic minority (BAME) person and there not being a lot done about can cause people from minority backgrounds feel that the police are untrustworthy and that’s when issues such as riots break out as a protest against the police.
In addition to this race can impact policing by consent negatively due to the lack of BAME individuals in the police force. The police forces across the UK have only seen 8.1% of members being from a BAME background as of March 2022 (Home Office, 2021). This is in comparison to 18% of the whole UK population being from a BAME background (Gov.uk, 2021). This does have an impact on policing by consent as there is a lack of people who individuals from BAME backgrounds to relate to when talking to members of the police force. Also, it was found by Home Affairs (2021) that there is a gap in confidence with people from BME backgrounds when dealing with police in comparison with white adults which puts the principle of policing by consent in jeopardy. To further support this, for every 1000 black people 27.2 stop and searches were carried out in comparison to white people getting searched 5.6 times out of 1000 people (Gov.uk, 2023). This can affect policing by consent as there can be a lack of trust in the police by BME people due to them feeling discriminated against and searched more because of their background and race. 
Gender is also a subject that needs to be talked about when dealing with policing by consent. Considering the recent David Carrick case, the number of people who had said they do not trust the police risen from 38% in 2020 to 53% in 2023 (Tudor, 2023). David Carrick was an armed police officer in the metropolitan police. He believed he was “untouchable” due to his position within the metropolitan police and pleaded to 85 offences including rape and assault against women. These offences were carried out for 17 years all when Carrick was a serving officer in the police, therefore Carrick is serving a life sentence in prison (Dodd and Sinmaz, 2023). This case gives an example of how women may not have trust and confidence in the police. This can also make people think that there could be many officers who abuse their position in power to do horrendous acts. This lack of confidence in the police by people of different genders goes against the principles required to make policing by consent possible in the UK. 
To conclude, "policing by consent" is still an essential and basic idea in the context of policing in the United Kingdom. It is based on the values of respect and trust that the police must install in the public and local communities. The guiding ideas are the Peelian principles, first put forth by Sir Robert Peel, which highlight how crucial public cooperation and consent are to efficient and fair policing (Watts, 2023). However, difficulties, such as the decline in PCSO numbers and their restricted numbers of staff, highlight how difficult it can be to apply (Schraer, 2019). It is essential that police forces change and deal with the issues that could prevent successful consent-based policing in the future. police can attempt to improve the trust between the police and the public by cultivating good police-community connections, upholding the values of justice and equity, and aggressively tackling societal divisions. By doing this, the idea of policing by consent will be upheld and maintained as a fundamental component of a fair and efficient police system in the United Kingdom, protecting both individual rights and public safety (College of Policing, 2022).
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