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INTRODUCTION:

The illegal use of controlled substances is a problem that affects people all over the world and has significant negative effects on the economy, society, and public health (United Nations, 2024a). It effects not only the individual but also their families and their communities, which leads to a knock-on of negative effects that include increased crime and public health issues (Daley, 2013).
 
Regardless of worldwide policing efforts to try tackling illegal drug use, the issue continues due to the complications of enforcing the law and ever-changing drug trends (Andrysiak and Ungerleider, 1984).

Swansea itself has witnessed a rise in the illicit use of controlled substances in its communities throughout the years. Not only has the number of persons using controlled substances increased, but so has the variety of controlled substances being used and the availability of them (BBC, 2019).

By investigating this topic, it will assist in finding the most effective strategies that can help tackle these issues and potentially benefit societies moving forwards.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Investigate how illegal substance usage effects families, the general public's health, and the rate of crime in society.

· Assess the effectiveness of policing strategies (e.g. harm reduction initiatives, community policing) in reducing drug-related crimes.

· Identify and analyse community perception on policing efforts and their perceived effectiveness.

· Propose recommendations for enhancing drug policing policies to minimise the negative effects of drug use on society.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

For years, police services and agencies around the world have struggled with the illegal use of controlled drugs. To address this issue for the benefit of the public's health, governments and their police services have been working to create new plans or better those already in place (Home Office, 1998). Public health, criminology, and sociology all frequently address the effects of drug usage on society as well as the policing of drug-related incidents. Governments have found an increased demand to address these issues. This is due to the increased production of drugs where in 2022, cocaine production reached a record-high, with an increase of 20% compared to 2021 (United Nations, 2024b).

Drug usage has an impact on several aspects of society, including public health and crime rates. According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) (WHO, 2024), misuse of drugs puts a significant strain on the healthcare system such as increasing demand where there are already struggles to meet this.

According to economic research, drug-related criminal behaviour costs governments billions per year in policing, legal systems, and criminal services. Drug use is also associated with increased rates of homelessness and unemployment, especially for those who have an ongoing addiction (McSweeney et al., 2008).

The common approach to policing drugs is largely ‘enforcement-focused’, with the aim of criminalising possession and distribution (Mazerolle et al., 2007). According to research, harsh sanctions normally don't work to cut down on drug use and can have unintended effects such as increased rates of imprisonment and strained links between the community and police (Werb et al., 2011). 

An alternative approach that promotes collaborations between local communities and police to stop drug-related crimes is community policing (Engel et al., 2020). Instead of concentrating on harsh punishments, these approaches emphasise proactive strategies like outreach and education. In a comparable way, harm reduction policing - an approach which brings together police work and public health tactics - has gained popularity in some areas with the aim of decreasing rather than removing the harmful impacts of drug use (Stevens, 2013).

Conventional enforcement strategies for policing drugs have multiple drawbacks, frequently making social injustices worse and not reducing drug usage. To decrease drug-related harm and improve police-community relations, alternative approaches like harm reduction and community policing show beneficial. Drug usage effects on society also show the necessity for strategies combining social services, public health, and police. The increase in public health challenges and the necessity of applying strategies that have performed well in other communities, prompts more research into determining which strategies are best suited to tackle these issues in society more effectively.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

To provide an understanding around this topic, this research project will use a mixed-methods approach:

· Surveys – Distribute surveys to community members to gather perceptions of drug-related policing efforts. Surveys will also be distributed to police officers and police staff to gather perceptions from the persons implementing the strategies to tackle the issues at hand.

· Analysis of crime and health data – Analyse statistical data on drug overdose incidents, drug-related crime rates, and public health outcomes to identify correlations and trends.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target population for this research will focus on two primary groups – members of the community and police personnel.

By having members of the community who are both directly and indirectly affected by illicit drug use, it will allow for a wider range of data results. By obtaining data from both directly and indirectly affected members of the community, it will be possible to see how effective modern drug-related policing strategies are. This can then help identify if there are any weaknesses with the strategies, where it will then be possible to research already existing strategies being adopted elsewhere that can assist with these weaknesses. 

As well as obtaining results from members of the public, data will also be obtained from serving police personnel. Doing this will allow the research to show results from both sides of the system and help show how drug-related strategies are implemented. It will also assist with collating the opinions of those implementing the strategies and if they can identify any weaknesses themselves and what they think can be improved within the system.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Throughout the whole research process, it will have to be conducted responsibly and ethically.

The research will be conducted through informed consent where all participants will be informed of the purpose for the research, how their data will be used and that their involvement is completely voluntarily. By being voluntary, it will allow participants to withdraw at any time - this ensures that all parties involved have their rights and dignities respected.

To address ethical issues such as dignities and rights, the use of surveys allows all involved to answer anonymously. Anonymity also minimises the risk of harm to everyone involved. There will also be attempts to ensure that vulnerable persons, such as children and individuals with disabilities, are not exploited. Due to the research topic, it will also be ensured that all participants will not be exposed to self-incrimination. This will be avoided by designing the survey questions in a particular way and by allowing anonymity.

Throughout the research and data collection process, all research will be conducted with integrity and transparency. To ensure this, all lines of accountability and responsibility will be clearly clarified. This allows readers to have confidence in the research methods used and the results.


	TIME SCALE:

Literature review – Months 1-3

Collection of data (Surveys, observation, data research) – Months 4-6

Analysis of data – Months 7-8

Findings report and conclusion – Months 9-10
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