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Introduction

When reading this portfolio, it provides a photograph that has been carefully and specifically selected of an outdoor woodland area. The second part of this portfolio there have been three key features chosen and discussed from this photograph. Thirdly there is a risk benefit assessment that has been taken and filled out to be seen, explaining and outlining the risks but also the benefits from taking the risks from the activities. Finally, the portfolio will finish explaining how adults support science and mathematics outdoors through learning and play backed with evidence and theories from key theorists. 


Selected photograph; -
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Three chosen features from the photograph; -

The three features that have been chosen from this photograph are, firstly the slide, secondly the wooden ladder and thirdly the rope bridge. These three features have been chosen all for specific and important reasons. These reasons are mainly due to these features encouraging the children’s curiosity, mathematical and scientific skills as these are all crucial in young children’s development (Gov, 2019). All three of these chosen aspects encourage young children’s curiosity in how they work, what forces are in play when they are attempting to climb, balance or sliding down the slide. Secondly, when sliding down the slide the children can time how quick they are going when going down the slide and how they can slower or faster, for example if they are heavier would they go faster or slower? If the slide was wet or dry would that affect their speed? According to Gov (2019) all of these questions and giving the children the chance to come up with these theories and questions is crucial to their development. These three features chosen from the photograph will also help the children in mathematic phrases such as “further than” or “bigger than” aiding and improving their mathematical skills and language. All three of these items have been chosen also to encourage the children to consider forces, mass, sizes, speeds and even numbers as agreeing with Waite (2011) allowing and giving the children the opportunity to develop their scientific and mathematical skills but also their holistic development. 






















Adults supporting science and mathematics outdoors; -

Gov (2019) states it is crucial for adults to support young children when outdoors to support their mathematic and scientific skills to aid their development. An example of this can be asking the children questions to open their curiosity and to get the children thinking on what forces are trying to pull them down when they are climbing the ladder or sliding down the slide? What can make them go faster? Or by using terms such as “bigger than”, “smaller than”, “slower than” to encourage the young children to consider and use their scientific and mathematical skills (Gov, 2019). Waite (2011) agrees with Gov (2019) on the importance of outdoor play and learning for young children’s development. Waite (2011) continues and states that outdoor play/ learning helps promote children’s scientific and mathematic skills in many ways, they learn by being able to ask questions on how the outside world works, why parts of the ground may be unlevel, sizes of outdoor items and it also gives the children the chance to count how many clouds they can see, or how many steps the take up and down the ladder. One theory that links well is Montessori’s theory of the little scientist. This theory explains how young children are constantly looking to explore and discover the world around them (Seldin, 2019). An example of this is the outdoor woodland activity pictured above as the children have the chance to wonder what is happening during the activity (Seldin, 2019). Montessori’s theory of the little scientist also explains that adults should allow the children to explore, take risks and to ask questions (Seldin, 2019). On the other hand, Montessori also states that adults should support the children in science and mathematics outdoors by asking questions and encouraging them to do the activities outdoors (Seldin, 2019). In accordance with the naturally connected curriculum project (NO DATE) there are many ways for adults to support young children outdoors. The naturally connected curriculum project (NO DATE) states that one-way adults can help is by providing lose parts for the children, by providing these loose parts it should get the children engaged and curious in what they can do with these loose parts. Furthermore, the naturally connected curriculum project (NO DATE) states that is crucial for young children’s development learning outdoors, being outdoors children can improve all of their skills even their mathematical and scientific skills. They can improve these skills by digging in the grass or soil, getting to know the creatures they may find, seeing how far down they need to dig to plant items such as flowers or even vegetables, this is in accordance with the naturally connected curriculum project (NO DATE). Wisbey (2018) states that adults supporting children outdoor is crucial for their development as Wisbey (2018) states that when children are outdoors this starts their curiosity, brings them closer to nature and allows them to get their hands dirty experiencing textures they may not be able to inside. Furthermore, Wisbey (2018) also states that outdoor learning and outdoor play also gives the children more mathematical and scientific opportunities as they get the chance to be hand on, such as textures, colours, shapes, feeling and experiencing forces.  












RISK BENEFIT ASSESSMENT

	Location / Activity:
	Outdoor woodland activity centre 
	Date:
	26.03.2022

	Assessor:  
	Glenda Tinney
	Review date:  
	03.04.2022



	ACTIVITY
	How will young people BENEFIT from this activity?
	Hazards and risks
	Who is at risk?
	PRECAUTIONS in place to reduce the risk of injury
	Overall risk RATING: L/M/H

	Sliding down the slide 
	The young people can benefit from this activity as they will have the opportunity to consider the forces that are pulling them/ bringing them down the slide. Secondly, they will be able to count how long it takes them to slide down the slide thus encouraging their mathematic skills. Finally, this can aid the children in thinking how they can go faster down the slide or what makes them go slower? This will engage them to come up with ideas of size if they were bigger or heavier would they go down the slide faster or slower?.
	Falling down the slide.
Hitting their head on the wooden bar as they are sitting at the top of the slide. These may cause bruises, cuts or injury.
	The young children using the slide and the adults involved and observing.
	Precautions can be put in place such as, making children aware of the wooden bar and telling them to be careful when taking a seat at the top of the slide. Finally, the children will also be told not to run when at the top of the slide or when on the equipment to prevent falling off and to always be careful where they are looking and walking. It is also vital in making sure that all the children and practitioners are wearing suitable and correct clothing/
	L

	Walking across the rope bridge
	The young people will benefit from this activity in multiple ways these range from, their balance skills will be tested, their mathematical skills will be tested as they can count how long it takes them to cross or how many steps it takes them. It will also help develop their scientific skills on how they are balancing and what is helping them get across. The children will be able to promote their balance and improve their balance.
	As any activity this also has risks and hazards that need consideration. These risks are; -
· The children slipping and getting tangled in the rope.
· The children falling over onto the bridge.
· The children falling over the side of the bridge
These may cause bruises, cuts or injury.
	Both young children and adults. 
	Precautions will be put in place to help prevent any risks, hazards or harm coming to the children. These precautions will be, there will be a practitioner walking next to the rope bridge to help the children as soon as the children need help. Secondly before the children go onto the rope bridge the practitioner will also make sure that there has been checks carried out making sure that the sides of the bridge are securely fastened and will not come undone in order to prevent any young children from falling over the sides. When carrying the activities out it is also crucial that everyone involved is wearing the correct and suitable clothing.
	M

	Climbing the wooden ladder 
	The children will benefit from this is activity in many ways. Firstly, the children will benefit mathematically by being able to time and count how many steps it takes them to get up the ladder. Secondly, it will help the children scientifically with finding out what is pulling them down whilst they are trying to climb up the forces and gravity.
	· Falling down when climbing the ladder.
· Miss placing their feet and slipping
· One of the legs off the ladder breaking causing the children to fall.
· The children falling through the gaps in the steps of the ladder.
These may cause bruises, cuts or injury.
	Both young children and adults.
	Precautions will be taken to help prevent any of these risks taken in place. Before leaving the young children play a check of the outdoor area will be carried out making sure that all of the equipment is in working order and that none of the equipment is broken or loose or wobbly (such as one of the steps on the ladder) this will be carried out by a practitioner. 
When the children are climbing the ladder, an adult will be standing at the bottom with their hands out ready to catch the child in case of an emergency. 
The children will also be informed to hold on tight and to be careful when climbing the wooden ladder. Furthermore, before the activity starts it is essential to make sure that everyone involved both the children and professionals are wearing the correct clothing and that it is suitable. 
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