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What is Harvard Referencing?
In academic writing, Harvard referencing is a technique used to acknowledge sources of ideas and information. Along with a thorough reference list at the conclusion (Pears and Shields, 2019), it has in-text citations with the last name and publication year of the author. This approach minimises plagiarism, encourages academic integrity, and facilitates quick source identification. Harvard referencing makes academic work more credible by giving readers a simple approach to link ideas to original sources and enable them to check material (Neville, 2010).
[bookmark: _dxdzu6cw3tmm]Purpose and Importance of Harvard Referencing
Academic writing depends on Harvard referencing as it honours original writers, promotes academic integrity, and helps against plagiarism. It also lends professionalism, enabling readers to quickly consult references and motivates further study. Harvard referencing helps to reinforce arguments and provide a strong basis for intellectual debate by tying ideas to known material.
[bookmark: _pibe8ab1ye0o]What Needs to Be Referenced?
Academic work including direct quotations, paraphrased ideas, statistics, or book, article, website, or lecture interpretations must all reference all outside material. This covers any particular facts, hypotheses, or conclusions not known to most people. Correct referencing guarantees clarity, promotes personal ideas, and honours the work of earlier academics. Incorrect referencing of sources might result in plagiarism, therefore compromising academic integrity (Neville, 2010).
[bookmark: _frcp0o92lupv]Consequences of Incorrect Referencing
Bad referencing could cause someone to be accused of plagiarism and damage their academic or professional reputation. It erodes the credibility of the work as readers who cannot confirm sources find it confusing. In professional environments, poor referencing may affect author reputation and publishing chances.
[bookmark: _pn4x3asfw1cf]The Importance of Paraphrasing in Academic Writing
By using their own words, paraphrasing enables authors to clarify difficult concepts, thereby 
lowering direct quotations, and so interact with sources more fully. Paragraphing maintains academic integrity and improves the potency of communication by separating cited from personal ==thoughts.
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