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Development of Natural Play Ltd: 
Since working as a teaching assistant in a primary school for the past five years, it has come to my attention that outdoor experiences are of great importance to children’s health, well-being and overall holistic development, this is particularly as I work in a school of high deprivation, where I witness on a day to day basis the negative impact the lack out being outdoors has on children in todays society. In addition to this, The Foundation Phase is predominantly based on play experiences and the outdoors, which is mainly what Natural Play Ltd focuses on. On further research, it seems as thought primary schools and childcare settings rely on budgets and finances in order to fund their outdoor learning environments. However, in recent years budget cuts and decreased finances have been a particular problem in these settings. Therefore, resulting in poor outdoor environments for children. As a result of this, I have created a scheme in which outdoor environments can be developed and enhanced through the use of using natural objects as resources and play activities in the outdoor areas of primary school and childcare settings. 

What are the services that Natural Play Ltd will provide? 
Natural Play Ltd will provide training sessions for childcare settings and primary schools in order for practitioners to develop their knowledge and understanding of how to develop their outdoor areas in an eco-friendly manner. This will predominantly focus of the use of natural materials and objects, therefore resulting in cheaper and more sustainable resources. As a result of this budget friendly scheme, settings will be able to enhance their areas long term. As well as providing training to practitioners, Natural Play Ltd will also be selling items as well as providing information. 

What resources, expertise and equipment will you need to get it started?
First hand prior knowledge and experience of schools, childcare settings, child development, curriculum and outdoor will be required in order to set up this business successfully. In addition to this, digital devices such as laptops, projectors, iPads and interactive whiteboards will be required in order to provide and effective training sessions to practitioners. Transport such as vans and cars in order to distribute resources to schools and settings will be required. 

Finance and costs 
Natural Play Ltd will require costs and funding in order to train staff members to develop their knowledge of outdoor learning in order to train school and childcare setting practitioners. Funding will also be required in order to purchase vans to deliver resources to settings. As well as this, funding will be needed to source natural materials and make them safe proof for children to use.


What Stakeholders will benefit from Natural Play Ltd? 
The main stakeholders that will benefit from Natural Play Ltd are school staff, childcare setting staff, children and parents. Practitioners will benefit from increased knowledge and opportunities for continuous professional development, as well as the ability to provide rich and stimulation outdoor learning experiences for children. Schools and childcare settings will also benefit from it being budget friendly, eco-friendly and sustainable. Parents will benefit from budget friendly play ideas that can be implemented at home as well as schools and settings. Children will be the main stakeholder that will benefit from this scheme, as overall it will provide vast opportunities for holistic development, health and well-being. 

Long and short-term goals
Short term – the short term goal oh Natural Play Ltd would be to distribute resources and/or hold training sessions in all primary schools and childcare settings within the South West area of Swansea. (1 year) 

Long term – the long term goal of Natural Play Ltd would be to distribute resources and/or hold training sessions in all primary schools and childcare settings within South Wales and surrounding areas (5 Years) 

Marketing Strategies and Advertising
Natural Play Ltd will distribute questionnaires amongst local primary schools and childcare settings within the local South Wales area in order to gain knowledge and ideas from the stakeholders themselves. Social media advertising via Facebook and Instagram will also be enabled in order to potentially gain broader interest. Adverts and blogs will also be uploaded onto Welsh learning network Hwb. 

SWOT Analysis

Strengths;
· provides opportunities for continuous professional development for practitioners 
· eco-friendly and sustainable 
· will provide positive outcomes for children’s learning and development 
· have a positive impact on children’s holistic development, health and well being
· links to current curriculum and theory 
· budget friendly 
· reduces the use of plastic 
· provide open end activities and learning experiences 
· natural materials stimulate children's creativity and imagination
· provides open ended resources 
· financial gain 
· relevant and beneficial to all primary schools and childcare settings, especially those with eco awards
· 
Weaknesses;
· there are similar schemes and resources available elsewhere
· currently only limited to local area
· some of the natural resources are not as long lasting as others 
· currently low advertising opportunities due to funding 

Opportunities;
· expand scheme to broader areas and around the UK 
· promotional opportunities
· advertising 
· develop financial gain 
· potentially take worldwide 
· continuous professional development 
· employ new staff 
· develop schools and childcare settings CIW and Estyn reports
· provide school holiday schemes/clubs for children to participate in 

Threats/Barriers;
· schemes that offer similar proposals 
· funding/finance
· advertising opportunities
· knowledge of which schools and settings don’t currently have enhanced outdoor areas 

Review of Natural Play Ltd: May 2020 
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Generally speaking, it seems that there is a wide variety of beneficial factors that will enhance children’s learning and development through the use of natural play. The theory of natural play is greatly supported and influenced by theorist Friedrich Froebel, as he believed that using natural materials and objects in play is essential to children’s learning and were seen as gifts from God to meet children’s developmental needs (Pound, 2014). In addition to this, Tovey (2017) states that Froebel also believed that children needed to be provided with opportunities to risk take and adventurous outdoor play in order to become confident when testing personal limits in natural environment. This theory is also supported by Maria Montessori, who implemented natural objects within a Montessori classroom, where a ‘Nature Table’ was introduced which included natural objects from the outdoor environment (Montessori Organisation, 2017). Taggart et al (2018) explains that Montessori believed that children’s senses satisfy their natural curiosity by touching and manipulating natural objects. This can be adapted by introducing different items for each season of the year. Therefore, Natural Play Ltd can provide open ended activities for children to participate in. 
The idea of Natural Play is also predominantly play based, which is considered a huge aspect of child development. Play is essential to child development as it strongly contributes to cognitive, physical, social and emotional wellbeing of a child (Gingsburg, 2007). Play also offers opportunities for full engagement with children and their parents, therefore resulting in improved and developed bonds and relationships (Broadhead et al, 2010). However, NHS (2018) explains that parents are less likely to play with their children due to busy lifestyles, and therefore children learn to entertain themselves. In addition to this, Fleming (2015) explains that children are more likely to play on digital devices rather than play with toys or outside, which is a huge problem in today’s society and can have a negative impact on a child’s health and well-being. Another positive of Natural Play is that it is encouraging outdoor play as well as indoor play, as some of the equipment can be used inside as well as outside. The Welsh Government (2016) states that the outdoors is beneficial for experiential learning, as it offers unique opportunities to be creative, move around and take risks. In addition to this, Garrick (2009) states that the outdoors is full of stimuli such as sounds, smells, weather and textures that can enrich children’s learning environments. It is also said that when children are engaging in outdoor learning, they are becoming active citizens of the world who are aware of the environment around them (Davies et al, 2006). 
Evidence also shows that engaging in the outdoor environment improves health and wellbeing, such as reducing obesity and the symptoms of stress and ADHD (Natural Resources Wales, 2019). In addition to this, Hills et al (2019) states explains that outdoor learning can have a positive impact on the environment as it supports the loss of environmental knowledge and encourages lifelong positive behaviours in regards to the environment. Natural Play Ltd will also have a huge impact on sustainability. Davis (2009) explains that children in todays society need to understand and be aware of the importance of sustainability in todays society, and become citizens that are economically aware. Supporting this, Professor Graham Donaldson (2015) states that children need to be ethical informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of the world, as they will eventually be the world’s decision-makers, consumers and social contributors. In addition to this, the children would also be provided with opportunities to discuss and learn about the importance of plastic reductions and become eco friendly settings and schools. Children will also be taught valuable skills and responsibility, as well as providing them experiences that will help them care about the environment and understand that resources are not limitless (Woods, 2017). 
Natural Play Ltd will also provide huge beneficial aspects on schools and settings budgets, as most resources are recycled or natural objects that can be sourced from local woodlands and areas. This also gives children the opportunities to be involved in their own learning experiences, as they can share ideas, thoughts and help source these materials. Therefore, children will gain ownership of learning and provide child led activities (Bruce, 2010).  This is supported by Davis (2011) who explains that when children are owners of their own learning, they become more engaged and interested in what their learning. The idea of providing natural and recycled materials as resources for learning, will also provide parents with the opportunities to become involved in their children’s learning, as this is an easy and effective way for parents to provide these learning opportunities at home. However, Uddin (2017) states that parents in todays society feel reluctant to provide learning opportunities for their children at home due to busy lifestyles, or not having the confidence to provide the same effective teaching as they provide in schools. 
Through the use of training practitioners via Natural Play Ltd, the opportunities for continuous professional development will be provided. Tassoni and Hucker (2005) state that through continuous professional development, staff and practitioners can develop and enhance their prior knowledge, which will ultimately have a positive effect on the care and development of children and young people. However, Pacey (2019) states that due to funding and budgets of schools and childcare settings, not all practitioners are provided with the same opportunities as others to enhance their professional development. another positive impact of Natural Play Ltd is that it will provide a holistic approach to children’s learning and development, as all resources and training can be used in different and effective ways that will cover all of children’s developmental aspects. This is also in addition to The Foundation Phase’s seven areas of learning, which again, will all be covered through the use of natural play. The Foundation Phase framework 2015) explains that at the centre of the seven areas of learning, lies a holistic approach to the development of children, which will ultimately enhance their skills, building on their previous learning experiences and knowledge. 
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