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Navigating Archives Exercise 
St Nicholas Church and its Parish, Leicester

St Nicholas Church is one of the UK’s ten oldest churches, parts of it dating back to the Romans, when Leicester was called Ratae  Corieltauvorum. The foundations of the church were thought to have been built from the adjoining site of Jewry Wall which was thought to be a Roman bath complex. This is illustrated below in the Lithograph by John Flower held in the Leicester Museum and Art Gallery. This lithograph shows the roman ruin which still stands today with houses next to it (which do not stand there today) and the side of St Nicholas Church. From this it is easy to believe that bricks from the Roman baths were used to help build St Nicholas Church. Two churches were mentioned in the Domesday book relating to Leicester, however the churches in Leicester were not well recorded, so it is unclear as to whether St Nicholas church was being referred to, although we know it was in existence at the time of writing. Finding archival information about the church and parish has not been straight forward. I also found some information about the Duchy of Lancaster: Rentals and Surveys, Leases, Warrants, and particulars relating to St Nicholas Church, Leicester but was unsure as to whether this was the same church. A search at the Bodleian Library found an address to the parishes of Leicester to Richard Cromwell upon his succession to his protectorate, this would have included the parish of St Nicholas.
Gild Records from Leicestershire Records Office show on November 4th 1282, that an inquest taken at the West Gate Leicester showed that ‘Ric. Marrell had in his keeping an iron chain and a certain piece of iron. Will Lesse had the chief part of the timber of the aforesaid gate. It says that Alex the Debonair (?) gave the church of St Nicholas a certain bar of iron. Where upon it is ordered as above that the aforesaid persons be distrained to come to answer.’
This highlights issues with using archival sources especially if they are medieval documents as often the information is not fully recorded accurately, and also information will need translating from Latin which can create its own problems.
Not many records exist about the church prior to the Norman conquest but by 1066 it is known that the church had greatly expanded with the addition of a tower, spire and side chapels. A paper provided by Charles Lynam states that the two main arches are definitely Norman workmanship.  I found that in the Ancient Manuscripts of the Borough of Leicester that ‘Simon De Montfort’s charter to the burgesses of Leicester detailed remitting Gabel pence and Bridge silver to them and their heirs forever.’ The sum for the parish of St Nicholas was sixteen shillings and eight pence. Taken in 1538 The Keyser slide below shows one of the Norman arches and the inside of the church. I found this information by searching on google for St Nicholas Church. 
I looked at the records lodged at the Leicestershire Records Office and found the following information in Parish records. The Rate book which documents rates of relief for the poor was found to be 9 pence in the pound on the 21st June 1745.  I also established that Tho Chittle married Mary Drurie on the 10th May 1634 in the church. Baptism records were held from 1560-1837. I also found a legal settlement certificate relating to Thomas Watson from April 3rd 1702. There was increasing information from the 1500s relating to births, marriages and deaths (although difficult to read) as, I believe Henry VIII decreed that these details needed to be recorded. By looking at the 1851 census we can see that that the then vicar was Jemson Davies and the estimated attendance on Sunday 30th March 1851 was 112 in the morning, (not stated) afternoon and evening 270. By the 17th century the north aisle and side chapels of the church had gone and the spire was removed as it was considered unsafe. The church was in such a poor state by the 1900s that the church was nearly demolished and funding needed to be sourced to rebuild it. St Nicholas Parish Church and Anglican Chaplaincy records show that in the 1950s the church was left without parishioners and in 1957 a solution was for the church to became a University Chaplaincy. 
On visiting the church, the photo of the stained glass window I took is interesting because the window is listed in the legacies of slavery database as a memorial to someone listed in connection with a claim for compensation for the liberation of slaves.
I was able to find quite a mixture of records about St Nicholas Church by searching the Lambeth Palace files, which are as follows:
1. Queen Annes Bounty augmentation file for the benefice of St Nicholas, Leicester, County of Leicestershire1800-1841.
2. Correspondence and papers on the broadcasting of the dedication of the Church of St Nicholas Leicester on the World Service (BBC).
3. Leicester St Nicholas, Parsonage Site.
4. Ecclesiastical Commissioners Files for St. Nicholas Church relating to information about the parsonage house/site and changes to the area included within the parish.


Directions for Further Archival Exercises.
Further records at the National Archives could be useful, such as Calendar Rolls and also a visit to Lambeth Palace may result in further archival records of St Nicholas Church. A problem I have found has been that records were very rare and incomplete in Medieval times. I believe the Leicestershire Records Office would also have documents on the Archdeaconry of Leicester from 1520 to the present day. They likely need to be translated or even if in English they are very difficult to read which I encountered when trying to read original parish records from the 1600 and 1700s. Online Archives at The National Archives would have been worth looking at but unfortunately, I have found most of these records to be unavailable to view online.


Archival Material
An Index to the Ancient Manuscripts of the Borough of Leicester
The Charters Rolls and other Ancient Manuscripts 
14647.575.575.02
London
The National Archives
Duchy Of Lancaster
DL 43/34/9
Oxford
The Bodleian Library
MS. Rawl. A 61*, fol.164
London
The National Archives
Census, 1851
REF HO 129/417/29
London
The National Archives
Domesday Book
Leicestershire Records Office
St Nicholas Parish Records
Library L929.3
11D62/1
11/D/62/28/1
[bookmark: _Hlk212827841]Leicestershire Records Office
Rate Book 1745
11/D/62/25/1
Leicestershire Records Office
T1100- Records of the Corporation of Leicester-12th century-1836- BR
Gild Records LIII 
Leicestershire Records Office
St Nicholas Church and Anglican Chaplaincy, Leicester
1957-1981
DE 3904/11-17

London
Lambeth Palace Library
1.QAB-QAB- The Governers of the Bounty of Queen Anne for the augmentation of the Poor Clergy-1704-1948.
7-QAB/7-Operational records-1704-1948
3- QAB/7/3- Queen Anne’s Bounty Augmentation F Files-1714-1948
QAB/7/3/F2785
2.Ramsey-Ramsey-Ramsey, Michael (1904-1984) -1928-1988
4-287-Ramsey 4-287- Official Papers-1961-1974
1970-Ramsey 174-196-Official Papers 1970-1970
182-Ramsey 182-Lambeth degrees -Liturgy-1970
Ramsey 182, ff.111-12
DS/UK/4311
3.CC-CC-Church Commissioners for England
OF-CC/OF-Operational Files
CB-CC/OF/CB- Church Building Papers-19th-20th century
CC/OF/CB/CB6379
4.ECE- ECE-Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England-1836
7-ECE/7-Operational Records-19th to 20th century
1-ECE/7/1 Ecclesiastical Commissioners Files – 1818-2008
ECE/7/1/3827/1,ECE/7/1/3827/2,ECE/7/1/3827/3




Published Material
A History of Leicester: Volume 4, the County of Leicester
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/leics/vol4/pp383-387 (date accessed 27th October 2025)
Leicestershire Architectural Society.
St Nicholas Church, Leicester
Charles Lynam, F.S.A

The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester 
John Nichols 1795
Index and key to the Leicester manuscripts
John Cordy Jefferson 1878
Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society
https://www.le.ac.uk/lahs/publications/transaction/html (date accessed 30th October 2025)



[bookmark: _Hlk212884654]Visual Material
The John Flower work
Leicester Museum and Art Gallery
Leicester
L.F551.1960.0.0
Handcoloured Lithograph by John Flower, Roman Remains called the Jewry Wall and part of St Nicholas Church, Leicester.
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Photo of Stained Glass Window in St Nicholas Church, Leicester
Taken by Stefanie Tyler-Divine 25th October 2025 (I could not find in the referencing guide how to reference your own photos?)
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Society of Antiquaries Collection
GLS/02 Keyser Collection of Glass Slides
GLS/02/1531 Keyser Collection Slide 1538: Leicester, St Nicholas
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Keyser collection slide 1538: Leicester, St Nicholas
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