Katie Burdett
Assignment 27/2 4f,g

Reading Exercise pgs 216-7

And so Gauius is being led immediately to the magistrate of Messana, and that day by chance, Verres 
comes to that place, Messana. The matter was reported to him that the man, himself a Syracusan was a 
citizen of Rome who was complaining that he had been in stone-quarries in Syracuse, who when already 
embarking onto the ship and continuously fiercely threatening Verres was dragged back and guarded. 
Verres gives thank to the men and praises their goodwill and care towards him, he himself inflamed with 
wickedness and rage, comes into the forum; his eyes were burning and cruelty was standing out from his 
whole face…Suddenly he orders the man dragged forward and stripped and bound in the middle of the 
forum and the rocks to be prepared. That unhappy man was shouting that he was a Roman citizen, a 
citizen of the free town of Consa; that he had served with L. Raecius, a most distinguished Roman knight, 
who was doing business with Palermo, from whom Verres could know these things. Then Verres said that 
he had learnt that Gauius…had been sent to Sicily by the leaders of the deserters…Then he orders the man 
to be most violently flogged from all sides. In the middle of the forum of Messana, a Roman citizen was 
beaten with rods, Judges, whilst meanwhile no groan and no other word was heard by that wretched man 
between the pain and the noise of blows except these words, ‘I am a Roman citizen.’ He was thinking that 
this mention of his citizenship would drive away all the blows and would prevent the torture to his body; 
he not only did not succeed at this, at warding off the violence of the rods, but when he was frequently 
begging and he was using the name of the state, a cross – a cross, I say – was being prepared for that 
unfortunate and miserable man, who had never seen such a curse.      
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