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INTRODUCTION
“A Virtual Learning Environment is a software designed as an all-in-one solution that can facilitate online learning for an organization. It includes the functions of a learning management system for those courses within the learning environment, but it may not be able to track online courses that were not created within this particular learning environment.” (Paulsen, 2002) “A learning environment is characterized by an interface that allows students to register and take courses, staying within that environment for the duration of the course. The program will usually include some self-instructional portions, along with an academic model of a multi-week course. This model is often facilitated by an instructor, where a group can proceed on a week-to-week basis with seminar assignments.” (Paulsen, 2002) In this report I will provide research on the impact of virtual learning environment on student at UWTSD. To do that I will show the primary and secondary data I collected through a questionnaire given to the students of my course. This survey will be operationalised as a primary data collection tool. Also, as a secondary data collection I will present and analyse published material on the impact of VLE on students, this will be researched and taken from different reliable sources.
RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES 
 The purpose of this report is to analyse the impact of virtual learning environment (VLE) through Moodle on the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London campus of Holborn.                                                                                         In this report the virtual learning experience on Moodle will be analysed through a questionnaire composed of five questions: two closed ended, one open ended and lastly, two option-based questions. These will be given to 20 students undertaking my course. 
The results of each question will be presented by using pie charts and bar charts in addition to that, each graph will be meticulously analysed and will be supported with information from secondary sources. Lastly, to enable you to have an enhanced understanding of how virtual learning environment – Moodle has impacted students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, I will provide a summary of the findings made during this research.
LETERATURER REVIEW 
“With the evolvement of Information Technology, the “Teacher centred” traditional learning methodology has started to change to “Learner centred” methodology. As per this change in learning process, the use of technology plays an important role to enable students to engage fully in their programme of study.” (Sunesh Hettiarachchi, 2016) “By studying the use of a virtual learning environment, many have focused on automatically logged web data in order to detect factors that enhance students’ use of the virtual learning environment and that may impact their productive and efficient learning via this means.” (Ana M Mogus, 2012)
The previous findings both state that the Virtual learning environment has had a positive impact on students’ learning outcomes and I also believe it has made learning easier. In this report I will also talk about the impact of VLE through Moodle on the students of UWTSD. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
“The term “Research” refers to a systematic method or specific technique which consists of enunciating the problem, formulating an hypothesis, collecting the facts or data, analysing the facts and reaching certain conclusions either in the form of solutions towards the concerned problem or in a certain generalisation for some theoretical formulation.” (Kothari, 2004) There are two most known types of research methodology I am going to presents, which are : The Quantitative and The Qualitative research methodology. 
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Quantitative Research Method
“Quantitative methods emphasize objective measurements and the statistical, mathematical, or numerical analysis of data collected through polls, questionnaires, and surveys, or by manipulating pre-existing statistical data using computational techniques. Quantitative research focuses on gathering numerical data and generalizing it across groups of people or to explain a particular phenomenon.” (Earl R., 2010)
Qualitative Research Method-
“Qualitative researchers stress the socially constructed nature of reality, the intimate relationship between the researcher and what is studied, and the situational constraints that shape inquiry. Such researchers emphasize the value-laden nature of inquiry. They seek answers to questions that stress how social experience is created and given meaning. In contrast, quantitative studies emphasize the measurement and analysis of causal relationships between variables, not processes. Qualitative forms of inquiry are considered by many social and behavioural scientists to be as much a perspective on how to approach investigating a research problem as it is a method.” (Denzin, 2005)
In this report I will integrate both research methodologies for I aim to administer a survey. “Quantitative and Qualitative share common grounds. They are both concerned with reliability and study design and both their approaches are similar.” (Taylor, 2005)
Quantitative data will be analysed through pie charts and bar graphs to make a better understanding of the data on the population targeted and used on my questionnaire.  On the other hand, Qualitative research will be made thanks to the research and abstraction of the information regarding the number of students studying at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus of Holborn. This will be made to understand better the impact of virtual learning environment (VLE) through Moodle on each student.
POPULATION 
“A research population is generally a large collection of individuals or objects that is the focus of a scientific query. It is for the benefit of the population that research is done. However, due to the large sizes of populations, researchers often cannot test every individual in the population because it is too expensive and time-consuming. This is the reason why researchers rely on sampling techniques.” (Explorable.com, 2009)                                                                                                                          “This is also known as a well-defined collection of individuals or objects known to have similar characteristics. All individuals or objects within a certain population usually have a common, binding characteristic or trait.” (Explorable.com, 2009)
In this case the target population are the students attending the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Furthermore, my accessible study population will be students from my course study. 
SAMPLE SIZE
“Sample size refers to the number of participants or observations included in a study. This number is usually represented by n. The size of a sample influences two statistical properties: 1) the precision of our estimates and 2) the power of the study to draw conclusions.” (Health, 2008)
My survey will be administrated in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Statistically speaking at UWTSD there are 9755 students and 100% of them are undergraduate. My chosen sample that I will conducting my questionnaire on the impact of virtual learning environment through Moodle on will be 20 students chosen from my course.
DATA COLLECTION PROCESS 
“Data collection is the process of gathering and measuring information on variables of interest, in an established systematic fashion that enables one to answer stated research questions, test hypotheses, and evaluate outcomes. The data collection component of research is common to all fields of study including physical and social sciences, humanities, business, etc. While methods vary by discipline, the emphasis on ensuring accurate and honest collection remains the same.” (Center, 2005) 
There are two important types of data and these are: The Primary and The Secondary Data. “Primary data are the data that are collected for the specific research problems at hand, using procedure that fit the research problem best. On every occasion that primary data are being collected, new data are added to the existing store of social knowledge. Increasingly, this material created by other researchers is made available for reuse by the general research community, it is then called secondary data.” (Joop J. Hox, 2005)
For this report, as a Primary data, I created a questionnaire on the impact of virtual learning environment (VLE)- Moodle. For this survey I composed eight diverse questions which consists in three open- ended questions, three close-ended questions and lastly two option-based questions. In this report I will only present five questions from my survey. To make this more efficient I will administrate the not only to my class but also to different student that are undertaking my same course. By doing that I will have a major and wider understanding of what the experiences and perception of Moodle of the students are.
ETHICS IN DATA COLLECTION
“The role of Research Ethics Committees is both to protect the interests of human participants and to promote research that is of real value” (Dawson, 2005) To make this survey I obtained the permission from the institution consequently because of the confidentiality ethics I will used the information given to me fairly and lawfully. I will use the data I collected only for specific purposes also in a way that is relevant and restricted to only what is necessary. In this case, will be used strictly for this report.





RESULTS, FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 
Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)-Moodle Survey Questionnaire 
CLOSE-ENDED QUESTIONS



[bookmark: _Hlk40038050]Graph analysis 
It is quite clear that by 90% of the students saying yes and only 10% saying no, majority of the population have a confident awareness of the online portal (Moodle). However, the minority of the students who do not yet have a full understanding of how to use Moodle should acquire some help from either the classmates or the University IT team.



Graph analysis
The result extracted from the graph shows that 65% which is most of the population is quite capable of using the Moodle online library with confidence. On the other hand, the minority, which is 35% of the students are still not able to operate with the online library which I believe is a negative figure. Therefore, the University should set in motion few lessons dedicated only to the use of the online research tool.
OPEN-ENDED QUESTION
3. WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE MODERN WAY OF STUDYING THROUGH VIRTUAL LEARNING? (EXPLAIN IN FEW WORDS) 
Some of the students stated that they prefer being in class as they will be able to take notes at all times which they find more efficient also, they believe to have a better understanding of the topic or subject by listening and asking questions to the lecturer directly and having an immediate feedback. However, most of the population stated that they believe that studying through virtual learning is quite efficient as it allows them to have a better concentration being at home without the distraction of the noises in class. They also said that it increases their productivity and allows them to have a better management of their daily activities. 





OPTION-BASED QUESTIONS




Graph Analysis
The figure shows that 75% of the students Often access Moodle in a week, 10% use the portal very often, when the other 10% rarely uses the portal, 5% of the population stated that they never access the portal in a week and 0% stated that they Sometimes access Moodle. 
This statistic shows clearly that majority of the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David actively consult the online portal for information regarding their course.



Graph analysis 
According to the statistics 7% of the student opted 1, 13% opted 2, 20% chose 3, 27% rated their experience with 4 and 33% of the students believe they have an excellent experience with Moodle by choosing 5.
This figure shows that most of the students at UWTSD that undertook my survey have rated their experience with Moodle as positive.
SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS 
From the finding and evaluations I have assembled, I have concluded that most of the population attending the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus of Holborn, have had a positive impact of the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)-Moodle. However, there is still a minority of the students who the impact has been negative for different reasons. These has clarified the University Online Portal is an essential tool in modern education system.
CONCLUSION 
In conclusion Virtual Learning Environment is very efficient not only for the students in my course but for all individuals in education. For this way of learning renders studying easier, effective, and more competent as students can focus on the subject without the distraction of other colleagues. I believe that VLE has made my studying easier and less stressful as I am able to find whatever I need online at any time.
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APPENDIX 1
QUESTIONNAIRE 
The Impact of the virtual learning environment on the students of uwtsd. 
(UGOCHI PRECIOUS EMEJURU – 1908381) 
1. WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT VIRTUAL LEARNING (MOODLE)? 
2. ON A SCALE FROM 1 TO 5 HOW WOULD YOU RATE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH 
MOODLE? (5 EXCELLENT) 
1) 2)  3)  4)  5) 
             
3. WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO IMPROVE THE VIRTUAL LEARNING EXPERIENCE?  
4. DID YOU FIND MOODLE EASY TO ACCESS? 
YES       NO 
5. HOW OFTEN DO YOU ACCESS MOODLE IN A WEEK? 
1. RARELY  
2. SOMETIMES  
3. OFTEN  
4. VERY OFTEN  
5. NEVER  
 
6. DO YOU FIND THIS TYPE OF LEARNING RECOMMENDABLE?  
YES         NO 
7. CAN YOU USE THE ONLINE LIBRARY THROUGH MOODLE WITH CONFIDENCE? 
YES         NO  
8. WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE MODERN WAY OF STUDYING THROUGH 
VIRTUAL LEARNING? (EXPLAIN IN FEW WORDS)  
 
 
APPENDIX 2
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	QUESTIONNAIRE RESULT TABLE

	The Impact of the virtual learning environment on the studen

	(UGOCHI PRECIOUS EMEJURU – 1908381)

	QUESTIONS

	DID YOU FIND MOODLE EASY TO ACCESS?

	DO YOU FIND THIS TYPE OF LEARNING RECOMMENDABLE?

	CAN YOU USE THE ONLINE LIBRARY THROUGH MOODLE WITH CONFIDENCE?

	

	ON A SCALE FROM 1 TO 5 HOW WOULD YOU RATE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH MOODLE? (5 EXCELLENT)

	

	HOW OFTEN DO YOU ACCESS MOODLE IN A WEEK?

	

	WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT VIRTUAL LEARNING (MOODLE)?

	WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO IMPROVE THE VIRTUAL LEARNING EXPERIENCE? 

	WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE MODERN WAY OF STUDYING THROUGH VIRTUAL LEARNING? (EXPLAIN IN FEW WORDS) 





	

	nts of uwtsd.

	

	YES
	
	NO

	18
	
	2

	20
	
	0

	13
	
	7

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	0
	4
	5
	9
	2

	RARELY 
	SOMETIMES
	OFTEN
	VERY OFTEN
	NEVER

	2
	0
	15
	2
	1

	SOMMARY

	THE ASPECT THEY LIKE MOST IS, THE EASY ACCESS TO THE PORTAL AND THE COMMUNICATION.

	SOME SAID TO NOTHING AND OTHERS SAID TO IMPROVE THE LIBRARY.

	THE MAJORITY DAYS THEY THINK IS EFFICIENT AND OTHERS SAY THE PREFER BEIN IN CLASS.



























YES	NO	18	2	

2. CAN YOU USE THE ONLINE LIBRARY THROUGH MOODLE WITH CONFIDENCE?

YES	NO	13	7	





YES	NO	13	7	

4.  HOW OFTEN DO YOU ACCESS MOODLE IN A WEEK?

RARELY	SOMETIMES	OFTEN	VERY OFTEN	NEVER	2	0	15	2	1	



RARELY	SOMETIMES	OFTEN	VERY OFTEN	NEVER	2	0	15	2	1	

5.  ON A SCALE FROM 1 TO 5 HOW WOULD YOU RATE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH MOODLE? (5 EXCELLENT)

1	2	3	4	5	0	4	5	9	2	




1	2	3	4	5	
0	4	5	9	2	

1. DID YOU FIND MOODLE EASY TO ACCESS?

YES	NO	18	2	
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