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Introduction
Within this online portfolio I will be discussing two key concepts for creative approaches to teaching. I will be demonstrating the links between creativity and learning and the range of contexts in which it takes place. I will be reflecting on the significance of these two approaches and their contribution to the common good. I will be discussing how the approach links to enquiry and learning together, where the chosen concept can be used in education and will be reflecting on my own experience of these approaches. 
I have chosen creative play and entrepreneurial education as my two key concepts to discuss throughout this portfolio. 
Creative play 
Creative play involves any activity that is found to express a child’s creativity and imagination, it is often given the name of open-ended play or open-ended activities. Meaning that creative play doesn’t usually have a specific or desired ending outcome. The outcome can stem on anything that a child creates. It is important to consider that children do not need to be entertained. If children are given the right setting, space and time they will figure out the meaning of creative play on their own by focussing on what to do and what to achieve. 
Creative play is very important for children and young people, it fosters creativity and imagination in children from a young age which is very important. Ensuring that creative play is encouraged will be very beneficial for children and young people, by doing so it is developing a love for the creative process in a Childs mind, setting amazing foundations for being creative thinkers and open-minded individuals. Many creative play-based activities are simple but yet are so effective in children, activities bring many benefits to children and young people, it encourages play and creativity, helps expand their imagination, helps with fine motor skills, more successful logical thinker, and expands on a Childs vocabulary. Ensuring that a child is encouraged to participate in creative activities and play is very important, it is important to have some basic equipment available for the children, ensuring that it is suitable for their age and to fit children’s developmental milestone pattern. (Zunic, 2022)
There are many different types of creative play activities that children can participate in, which focus on different areas of their development, here is a table focusing on the areas of development and different creative play activities that coincide with one another.
	Physical
	Football

	Imaginary
	Pretend play (shopping, doctors office)

	Creative
	Dance, arts

	Constructive
	Blocks, lego

	Exploratory
	Sand and water play

	Social
	Roleplay, hopscotch 

	Games with rules 
	Duck duck goose 





Entrepreneurial education 
Entrepreneurial education is designed to develop and encourage the success within the role of becoming an entrepreneur. It is a special Learning process that prepares individuals to become responsible and enterprising. It helps them develop the skills, knowledge, understanding, and attitudes necessary to achieve the goals they set out for themselves or for a team. According to (Anon., 2023) also shows that people with entrepreneurial education are more employable than individuals who did not study entrepreneurial education.
Entrepreneurial education is about developing every student’s ability and response to create social, cultural, or economic value. Enabling them with experiences for thinking critically and creatively, undertaking complex problem-solving skills, negotiation, communication  skills can all contribute to developing a student’s entrepreneurial mindset. (Anon., 2022)
According to (Anon., 2022)
“Entrepreneurial learning occurs both in and outside of the classroom. We combine curricular learning with co-curricular entrepreneurial initiatives such as incubators, accelerators, makerspaces, and internships to provide multidisciplinary opportunities for students and graduates.”

Main body 
Creative play 
Creative play is discussed within the foundation phase framework, according to this document (Government, 2015)
“Children should be continually developing their imagination and creativity across the curriculum. Their natural curiosity and disposition to learn should be stimulated by everyday sensory experiences, both indoors and outdoors. Children should engage in creative, imaginative and expressive activities in art, craft, design, music, dance and movement. Children should explore a wide range of stimuli, develop their ability to communicate and express their creative ideas, and reflect on their work.” 
[image: 04- Learning Through Play - Creative Development]This successfully demonstrates the importance of play within The Foundation Phase framework, I have seen first-hand how important creative play is for children and young people who are trying to learn and develop new skills across the board. From working in a school setting, I have seen children from the ages of 3-7 developing purely from encouraging creative play. Children are keen to develop their own games, exploring with natural resources found at the school and are willing to try new things to develop previous solutions. Children learn from creative play and begin to understand many skills that are needed in life to be a successful adult. A great creative play activity for children that would also link to The Foundation Phase is ‘Going on a bear hunt’. Below is a video showing this creative activity. (Youtube, 2015)




Creative play and creativity in the 21st century is extremely important, Vygotsky (1896-1934) was a psychologist who researched children and young peoples learning in social and cultural contexts. Vygotsky proposed a developmental theory of creativity in which creative imagination develops from children's play activities. Vygotsky believed that creativity exists in every individual’s life. He also believed that imagination was considered to be an integral part of creativity to support the production of new combinations of pre-constructed things. (Anon., 2019) Vygotsky believed that the inception of creative imagination is situated within children’s play. Vygotsky believed that there were four types of play, functional play, constructive play, exploratory play and dramatic play. (Brown, 2020) 
Another theorist who focused on play was Bruner, his theory consists of learning based on a cognitive and constructivist structure. Bruner’s theory suggests that each individual must process information and give their own meaning. It is very important that every Childs curiosity is the principal guide to the process. The goal of Bruner’s theory was to facilitate understanding and comprehension of reality. There have been many considerate benefits to this learning theory, it reinforces self-esteem, encourages creativity in children and young people, and it introduces critical thinking. (Anon., 2019)
From researching two theorists and The Foundation Phase it is obvious that creative play is very important for children and young people. 
Entrepreneurial education
As suggested by (G, 2007) Entrepreneurship education is expanding rapidly with growth evident in terms of the number of courses and programs carried out by schools. Business schools have approached their participation in entrepreneurship education with a variety of pace, practice and policy in order to be most beneficial. Their main aims are to organise discussion of entrepreneurship education for individuals who are interested to study this topic and develop their thoughts and knowledge further. 
Many factors contribute to being a successful entrepreneur, having a strong concept is very important, these are the individuals who must transform their ideas into a fully operational business. There are many characteristics of a successful entrepreneur, the first being curiosity. Successful entrepreneurs have a distinct personality trait that separates them from the others. An entrepreneur's ability to remain curious allows them to continuously seek new opportunities and further develop concepts, rather than individuals settling for what they think they know and what they are comfortable with. These individuals take risks and allows themselves to keep developing concepts rather than going with their first option. Individuals with entrepreneurial traits often ask challenging questions and explore different avenues regarding their chosen business plan. Entrepreneurs also need to be willing to adapt to certain things, entrepreneurship is an iterative process, new challenges and opportunities arise. As an entrepreneur it is your role to adapt, it is impossible to be aware and prepared for every scenario, but successful educators in entrepreneurship must be adaptable and be willing to change or implement something in a different way. Entrepreneurs must keep developing ideas while also being aware of any unexpected changes. Decision making is also very practical for this role, ensuring that you are able to make decisions and stand by them is very important. Being a. entrepreneur means having the confidence to make challenging decisions and see them through right until the end. If the outcome from the decided decision fails, then the decision to take corrective action is just as important. Having great risk tolerance is considered very important, the role of an entrepreneur is highly related to risk. Although too many risks may not be the best, it is important to balance risk by sometimes minimising it. Innovation is seen as a great characteristic; it is a type of strategic mindset that can be enlightened. By developing strategic thinking skills, the entrepreneur can be well-equipped to spot innovative opportunities and position their journey for success and beneficial outcomes. (Miller, 2020)
According to (Tarver, 2022) Since there is so much at stake when it comes to starting and growing a successful entrepreneurial business, there are very specific skills required that an entrepreneur usually needs for their idea to become successful. Communication is a very important skills needed, every individual needs to have effective communication skills. Entrepreneurs need to understand to communicate successfully with all stakeholders that may be interested within the business. They must be able to communicate with employees, investors, customers, creditors, peers, and mentors. All of such will contribute to their entrepreneurial role so it is important to understand how to communicate effectively with each individual. The different types of conversation are also very important. Conferences can be held as part of a group/team, individually, written or online. Ensuring that entrepreneurs are prepared for any of the above is very important and will be beneficial for them as an individual. To add to this, having the skills to sell products or ideas is crucial within this role. As an entrepreneur, this individual will need to be able to sell anything and everything provided either by themselves or a partner. An entrepreneur needs to sell the business idea to potential investors, the product or service to customers, and themselves to current or future employees. Having focus and determination is highly needed, if something doesn’t go as planned then it is important to stay focused and determined on fixing and adapting to the problem and not giving up. Following an idea through and developing it further will provide the individual with more opportunities in the future to help settle and achieve specific goals. 
Applying this suitable model by Valarie Lim will be effective, the entrepreneurship coaching model is a five step framework. Step one of this model is to understand the vision, step two is to set the goals, step three is to examine the reality, step four is to work the plan and lastly step five is review and evaluate. This model is targeted at future & current entrepreneurs, and any other individual who needs guidance in starting up their own successful business. (Anon., 2023) 
From my own personal experience, children adapt most of the entrepreneurial skills throughout everyday activities at school, linking entrepreneurial education within the Foundation Phase. Children communicate, share ideas and thoughts and problem solve when a problem does arise, all these factors contribute to being a successful entrepreneur and help children further develop their skills, knowledge and understanding regarding this area. 
Conclusion 
Children and young people must develop the confidence in creative play. Children should be able to initiate different play types and methods, doing so will develop their confidence not only in play but also other areas across the Foundation Phase. The book ‘Creative confidence: unleashing the creative potential within us all’ shows us that each and every one of us is creative, it helps individuals become more productive and successful throughout their lifetime. (Tom, 2014)
Individuals should be encouraged to take this approach, The model by Valarie Lim guides individuals on how to be a successful entrepreneur. This concept can be used in the 21st century education system, focusing on different areas of development that is also within the Foundation Phase. 
Both of these have contributed to the common good and links to enquiry and learning together. The chosen concepts can be used in many areas of education which link to The Foundation Phase. 
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