Critical engagement with a scholarly viewpoint relevant to my essay:

‘Making a difference: Volunteer Tourism and Development’ by Jim Butcher and Peter Smith discusses and makes two main points; It argues that the growth of volunteer tourism is in part a product of the politics of the current period, and secondly it takes issue  with the view that today’s volunteers are part of a tradition of colonialism and neo-colonialism (Butcher and Smith 2010).

My general impression of the paper is that it adequately explains what it said it would in the abstract, effectively discussing Volunteer Tourism and Development. However, as more of a conceptual piece, it lacks methodology because there is no data or facts included within the paper. Some paragraphs on page thirty-one, discussing how the growth of life politics is the collapse of perceived alternatives to capitalism (Butcher and Smith 2010), do not seem relevant to the thesis statement as if the authors had gone on a tangent.

I very much appreciate the structure of the paper, breaking up sections of the essay into paragraphs, and including subheadings relevant for that section. This has led to the information being presented in an effective way ensuring the reader will keep reading, especially if they go on to use any of the information in their own work, as it will be easier to locate the section of the paper they want to use.

In conclusion, the paper does effectively discuss the thesis statement they set out to discuss, in a well-structured, clear and informative way. However, primary sources including data would be beneficial for this paper.
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