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Question - To what extent do response officers have a role in counter-terrorism policing?
	This essay discusses the role of which response officers undertake in counter terrorism policing, one of the themes will focus on implications of policing counter terrorism, as well as the cultural impact on communities. In addition, this essay will analyse how response officers handle and share intelligence, in relation to terrorism. 
	Silke (2010) establishes that, the use of policies, methods, and tactics to combat terrorism is widespread; it is not the exclusive domain of any one agency or division. It can be combatted by government agencies, the military, intelligence, law enforcement and emergency services, and a variety of other societal groups. According to the author, the most popular counter-terrorism strategies include the creation of specialised counter-terrorism units, the passage of counter-terrorism legislation and media management. It is typical for organisations to combine multiple different strategies rather than relying solely on one. Furthermore, Basu (2021) explains how that in recent years have seen the quickest expansion and diversification of terrorist threats in living memory, as evidenced by the rise of ISIS and its skilled use of the media to target weak vulnerable individuals. This emphasises the fact that there is a multi-agency approach to detecting and deterring terrorism, it is important that response officers are effective in utilising their role and powers available to assist in the prevention of terror attacks. 
	Response officers can utilise legislation available to them to aid in counter-terrorism efforts, according to The House of Commons (2009) the most fundamental piece of legislation is the Counter-Terrorism Act 2008. The act gives police forces more authority to collect and exchange intelligence for counter-terrorism purposes, as well as to establish new rules for the custody and interview of terror suspects and the prosecution and punishment of terrorist activities. In addition to this there is a Code of Practice which police officers can utilise in the proactive detection of terror activities, officers already have access to the power of stop and search stated in Code A of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE 1984), in the same way there is also Section 43 and 47a of the Terrorism Act 2000. According to the House of Commons (2009), an officer may search any person if they have reasonable suspicion that a terrorist act would be committed, according to Section 47a, which permits authorities to conduct more thorough searches in certain locations or high alert areas. Officers are authorised to search a vehicle, the driver and all passengers or anything carried in or on the vehicle. Similarly, Section 43 also empowers police officers to conduct stop and searches, however it targets hardens the use of photography, the Metropolitan Police (2023) explains that officers have an authority to examine digital photos stored on mobile phones or cameras used by a person who has been searched in accordance with Section 43. This is to determine whether images hold proof that the individual is associated with terrorism. This power is important to response officers as it can aid in the prevention of terrorist activities, and is useful in obtaining intelligence and information on individuals, which can be shared with partner agencies. 
	Intelligence gathered by response officers is highly confidential and must be securely protected, to share the intelligence appropriately officers must work in collaboration with multiple agencies. Wong (2021) supports this by discussing that law enforcement organisations engaged in counter-terrorism efforts, must find a delicate balance between sharing intelligence and ensuring that it is securely protected in order to break down information barriers and stop information leakage. The author adds that there is a necessity for co-operation between agencies, high level of confidence, and the safekeeping of sensitive data. To ensure that response officers work in collaboration with agencies effectively, HM Government (2018) developed a coordinated anti-terrorism strategy, the four basic goals of the CONSENT strategy are to seek, prevent, protect, and prepare. The strategy is a framework that police officers can utilise to stop terror attacks, prevent vulnerable persons becoming involved in terror organisations and strengthen the countries resilience to terror attacks. In addition, the UK Government required that Multiagency Public Protection Arrangements, (MAPPA) be adopted by all criminal justice and social care organisations in England and Wales, in order to hasten the custody and management of terror suspects. Assessing and managing criminals who represent a risk is the responsibility of the police departments, which are referred to as “Responsible Authorities” (Wong, 2021). This means that sharing intelligence and working in collaboration with partner agencies, is a fundamental role for a response officer in their role of counter-terrorism policing. 
	An additional role that response officers undertake in preventing crime related to counterterrorism, is identifying vulnerable individuals before they can be influenced by terror organisations and ideologies. Caton and Landman (2021) discuss that young people with learning difficulties are utilising the internet frequently, yet they are still susceptible to online exploitation. People may be exposed to extremists and become radicalised, in addition to being susceptible to victimisation. There is currently no advice accessible to assist young people with learning disabilities in becoming knowledgeable about, and resistant to online extremism. Hardy (2022) emphasises the opinion that vulnerable individuals are a key target for terror organisations; however, the author argues that it is not just members of the community who have learning difficulties are more likely to be influenced by terrorist groups, but also convicted offenders and the general public. Therefore, it is important that response officers keep an open-minded approach in identifying targets of radicalisation. Response officers have a duty to safeguard members of the community that they serve, if an induvial displays concerns to an officer in relation to extremist views and opinions, the officer can make a referral to the Prevent Team. Police UK (2023) explains that through a Home Office campaign called Prevent, the police guard vulnerable people against being used by extremists while collaborating with other agencies. Response officers have the authority to recommend someone they are concerned about to Prevent Officers, who assist those who are at risk of radicalisation in leaving extremism. Additionally, the police help the person by setting up the appropriate support system, which may include a mentor, a local community group, a doctor, or a school. In addition, Basu (2021) discusses changing the nature of potential offenders and offering them support, is an effective contribution that response officers have in counter-terrorism policing. A strategy that addresses vulnerable people via early identification, and provision of appropriate support is necessary for an officer to provide. Response officers have a responsibility to safeguard vulnerable persons and should exert the same amount of effort to protect fragile minds, particularly those who can be influenced by terror ideologies. The College of Policing (2017) explains that police officers should be encouraged to communicate with the Counter Terrorism Unit (CTU), regarding referrals if they have concerns about a possibly dangerous person or have received information alerting them to another person’s concern. The College of Policing also clarifies that a risk assessment is undertaken by the CTU, however this risk assessment can only be completed accurately if the officer has ensured the information recorded correctly. 
	Response officers should also be aware of and respect the legitimate religious beliefs of the communities that they serve.  Lambert and Parsons (2017) support this by explaining that it is crucial that response officers accept the genuine Islamic beliefs of members of the communities that they serve, respecting the legitimate religious beliefs of all the different communities – not least its diverse Muslim communities – is at the heart of community-based counter-terrorism policing. A major trust deficit will develop and obstruct this primary goal of policing, if police do not respect the religious convictions of the community, they serve then it will be difficult to obtain assistance in their counter-terrorism investigations. The College of Policing (2020) describes how not all hate crimes are associated with extremism and terrorism, it is likely that a terrorist attack will be driven by hatred. It is critical for response officers to understand the connections, especially in regard to processing intelligence, as the hatred may be ideological, personal or the product of manipulation. Furthermore, the author adds that before moving onto more serious offences, many terrorists first commit less severe hate crimes, therefore it is essential that officers identify those who have potential to run from hate crime perpetrators to extremist criminals, so that counter-terrorism colleagues can lessen the risk posed. Lambert and Parsons (2017) add that while officers must listen to and interact with every member of the community they serve, they should avoid using a “nodding dog” style of communication with ethnic minority groups if they want to forge lasting connections. In relation to counter-terrorism concerns, the police have a greater obligation to listen to community critics the same way that it does in all other policing-related matters. To summarise, officers should be educated and respectful when acknowledging as well as responding to community members religious beliefs without prejudice.  
	An additional role that a response officer conducts in counter-terrorism policing is the prevention of crime, officers can offer and refer induvial in the community onto social prevention programmes. Weisburd “et al” (2016) explains that these prevention programmes are described as community-based initiatives aimed at reducing criminal activity, they are especially important for children and adolescents due to them being in an age demographic that are more likely to be influenced by terrorist beliefs. Response officers can engage in selective prevention for members of the community; this would include initiatives that target particular risk populations, such as minority families in underprivileged areas. In the same way it is fundamental that police officers engage and educate the young members of the community that they serve and their families, the author Thomas (2016) describes how the first part of the Prevent Programme is engagement. By interacting with the Muslim youth in their communities, police officers can start locally based youth-focused initiatives that inform and engage with them on the issues of extremism. Another essential point the author makes, is that the under half of the schools in the UK use a curriculum to instil opposition to violent extremism which can be illustrated as a drawback. More crucially, Thomas (2016) notes that youth workers are frequently under pressure to provide information on young Muslims’ movements and affiliations, which has a detrimental effect on community cohesion. As a result, a response officer’s contact with young people is gradually becoming more scrutinized. 
	In conclusion, response officers play a crucial role in counter-terrorism policing, by being on the frontline of policing and by being proactive, officers can have a positive impact in preventing crime related to terrorism, as well as educate those who are vulnerable to the ideologies. Officers must be aware plus confident of the powers and legislation that are accessible for them in detecting criminal activity and holding possible terror suspects accountable for their actions. Working in collaboration with partner agencies as well as progressing referrals can support vulnerable individuals in the community, which in turn will have a positive impact on community cohesion. Finally, officers must engage with members of the community with compassion and awareness of religious beliefs, as ignorance to their faith will have a negative impact on the community’s analysis of the police. 
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Question - What are the risks of ineffective engagement between police and local communities, and how might poor engagement affect community cohesion?
	The central premise of this essay is to discuss how ineffective engagement between the police and the communities that they serve, can have a negative impact on community cohesion. In addition, this essay will explain how the Peelian Principles apply to community policing.
	Community cohesion and the relationship between the public and the police is the foundation of effective policing, the College of Policing (2023) supports this by highlighting the Peelian Principles which underline the importance of public support and how officers must be aware that their; presence, actions and behaviour have an impact on their capacity to gain and keep the public’s respect. The Peelian Principles emphasise that the relationship between the police and the public must always uphold the tenet that “the police are the public and the public are the police” adding that everyone in the public has a responsibility to perform duties of an officer in the interest of the survival and welfare of the community. The Peelian Principles could be interpreted as the idea that officers’ police by consent and that effective policing can only be achieved if the public have trust in the officers that serve them, however officers must also have faith in the members of the community that they serve if there is to be a positive outcome in crime prevention. The College of Policing (2023) elaborates that the emphasis is clearly on prevention, and it is still crucial to acknowledge that the police are a part of the community adding that public support is a prerequisite for their authority. Additionally, community policing has taken a variety of forms, but the fundamental principles have always been the same. Overall, it is important that response officers understand that their role can only be carried out effectively if they have a positive impact on community cohesion. Robinson and Flint (2008) discuss that community cohesion is community interaction, these interactions are seen to be both a necessary element and a means by which members of the public might achieve higher levels of personal well-being, these beliefs and attitudes are shared by members of the community. As a result, communities have the capacity to benefit society by articulating values that their members share. It is essential that police officers show an understanding to the belief and values upheld by the members of the public in the community that they serve, by doing so it can allow for a positive community cohesion to develop. 
	According to Innes ‘et al’ (2020) a vital component of being a police officer is engaging in community-based policing, especially in a career that continuously adapts to contemporary society and crime. The author explains how drastically community policing has changed by discussing the physical changes that police constabularies have embraced over the recent years, ranging from foot patrols being replaced by motor vehicle patrols, the closure of open police stations to the public and the development of response and reactive policing. Furthermore, the author explains how these adaptations in policing have not had a significant impact on the reduction of crime but has had more of a negative impact on how the public view the police which is unapproachable, adding that the objectives of policing have changed, one of these changes was to increase community involvement to combat crime. Police officers being visible to members of the community is the first stage in building positive community cohesion, according to South Wales Police (2022) The South Wales Police and Crime Plan 2022 – 2025 has highlighted the importance of officers being present in their communities by engaging with members of the public, as well as agencies to sustainable solutions to shared problems. To summarise, if there is a lack of trust, collaborative police tactics that depend on community involvement and support will worsen, this can result in an increase in crime rates and a general decline in neighbourhood quality of life. 
	It has been established that police officers must engage in a positive way with members of the public to maintain a quality cohesion and aid in the prevention of crime, however, there are risks to ineffective engagement. Innes ‘et al’ (2020) explains that every contact leaves a trace, which aims to explain the significance of interactions between police officers and members of the public, in terms of effects these interactions can have on people’s attitudes towards, perceptions of and trust in the police. Excessive use of force by officers could be used as a prime example of ineffective engagement with the community, Oluwagbenga, A. (2020) supports this by discussing that criminal offences are frequently brought to the attention of police as reported by members of the public, making public support essential for the effective and equitable operation of the police in any democratic society. To protect vulnerable people, including the offender and prevent further offences, officers must sometimes use force while dealing with dangerous offenders. The author adds that occasionally some members of the public may consider this use of force to be excessive or an abuse of police authority, also that members of the community expect fair treatment from police in order to keep their faith and confidence. Communities who believe they have been unfairly targeted by law enforcement may become more reclusive and less receptive to interactions with the police, additionally because of prejudice and discrimination that can result in lack of trust in the police will have a negative impact on community cohesion, Oluwagbenga, A. (2020).  As a result, if individuals witness or suffer police abuse or excessive force, this will have a detrimental impact on their confidence and trust in the police. 
	Staubli (2017) discusses how important the public’s trust is towards the police, police officers are always a prominent topic in regard to modern society and are often depicted in an unfavourable light by the media, this could either be from displaying discreditable behaviour or inadequate actions. The author elaborates on how encounters with the police impact the public’s perception of them, despite many of the encounters between the public and the police being positive, there are still community members who do not have an optimistic perception of the police. Members of the community who do not have trust in the police are less likely to report crime or engage with appeals released by constabularies. The College of Policing (2013) supports this by explaining that without the support of the general public, policing would be practically impossible. Simply put, the community it serves is essential to the operation of the police, an example of this would have been when disorder spread across the UK in 2011 in the form of rioting, it was clear that lack of engagement might contribute to an intelligence gap in critical incidents. This gap maybe filled with unfavourable information about the police, which would undermine public trust. 
According to The College of Policing (2013), risks of ineffective engagement include but are not limited to; a decline in public legitimacy, a detrimental effect on strategic policing because of the police’s inability to anticipate changes in the community profile, an increase in community vulnerability, and irrational expectations regarding police services. Worden and McLean (2017) give an illustration that the foundation of the procedural justice model for policing is police legitimacy, which is the public’s confidence in and duty to obey the police. Respect for the law and public acceptance of police guidance and decisions during encounters are key components of police legitimacy. The authors add that the subjective experiences of citizens with the police in their induvial interactions, both voluntarily and involuntarily (voluntarily being when members of the public report crimes or ask for assistance, and involuntarily being when they are stopped by police) were also connected with attitudes towards the police. These encounters have an affect on how satisfied community members are with police officers; if the officer’s demeanour is unsatisfactory to the populace, this influences how well-regarded the force is. Therefore, it is paramount that police officers uphold an impartial and professional standing to avoid dissatisfaction with the public. Rogers (2020) discusses that legitimacy requires that the general populace be prepared to follow orders and assist the police, however, relying on “order maintenance” like frequent stop and search practices and disproportionate use of force significantly lowers the level of public co-operation with the police. Overall, accountability for police conduct is essential, but rebuilding legitimacy across all demographic groups within a community will need justice, transparency, and a desire to work with rather than against communities. 
Police officers must be aware of the potential vulnerabilities within their community, as well as respond and support those individuals effectively and appropriately, ineffective engagement can impact the rapport between vulnerable members of the community and the police. The College of Policing (2021) supports this by explaining that an individual may be less reluctant to report abuse or harm if they already have negative attitudes towards authorities, such as distrust of the system and apprehension of the police. Additionally, victims may be reluctant to come forward out of concern that nothing would be done to stop their abuse. The author adds how poor past experiences may impact how members of the community report crime, vulnerable members of the community especially, could be wary of turning to the police and think that more information might be damaging rather than beneficial. Negative experiences may extend to interactions with the larger criminal justice system and other professionals, and they may influence future decisions about whether to contact the police (College of Policing, 2021). To summarise, to avoid negative experiences with vulnerable members of the public, officers must be transparent and communicate effectively with the public so that realistic expectations are met, inefficient engagement can create a chain of detrimental effects that ripple through communities and have a negative impact on communal cohesion. 
In conclusion, a fundamental role of being a police officer is to serve the community and members of the public ethically and with fairness, the people are the public and the public are the police, both must work in collaboration with each other to achieve a positive community cohesion. It is clear that lack of efficient communication between the police and the public can harm a community’s sense of cohesiveness, an important element of a peaceful and secure society is based on the interaction between law enforcement and the communities that they serve. If officers do not effectively engage with members of the community it can create an unfavourable relationship, that can potentially spread throughout neighbourhoods and weaken the foundation of community cohesion. The general well-being of communities depends on the development and maintenance of trust, police officers and residents must work in collaboration to promote an atmosphere of respect and ultimately strengthen the ties that bind society together. All in all, it is possible to rebuild community cohesion and develop strong relationships between the police and the community, however there must be a willingness to develop from both parties. 
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