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This document that has been transcribed is a draft version of the American Constitution written by Alexander Hamilton in 1787, two years before the official constitution was to be passed. In terms of political and historical importance, this document can allow analysis to reveal the ideas that were not included in the final draft, revealing the contemporary priorities of one of America’s greatest founding fathers.  In the transcription there as been some effort to correct the grammar and spelling in places where it was needed. This was done to allow the text to be understood fluently, but also allow those who read it to understand that this a draft copy reducing the importance of typos or grammatical mistakes. 
In the original document, Article heading are marked with a cursive double S. In the transcription, when a referral is written down and references the 4th Double SS in the 6th Article, it has been displayed as such: [4SS] in Article VI. This aids in the readability of the final transcription and cements the idea that this document is just a draft to be edited and changed at a later date. The pages have also been split with a black bar, an approach in the methodology which allowed for easier and quicker cross referencing with pages. The word between the black bars are accurate to the text on the respective pages of the original document. 
It must be noted that in the transcribing of this document, various issues arose in the understanding of the text due to illegibility of the words on the page due to document deterioration or  failure to understand Hamilton’s handwriting. Once individual letters had been identified, unfamiliar words were able to be identified, concluding the transcription. In many instances within the text there are individual letters that can prove difficult to read at first, such ‘p’, ‘f’, and ‘s’.  Seen below are images of these letter within this constitutional draft that display the similarities of the letters in Hamilton’s hand and provides an increased difficulty in methodology than one would have first thought. 
All three letters start with an upward slope and connects in cursive to the next letter. It is this style of lettering in conjunction with Hamilton’s irregularity that cause these letters to confuse. The letters ‘s’ and ‘f’ are very similar within the document, in particular when Hamilton writes words with a double letter. The letter ‘p’ is shaped like the previous two but often there is a physical disconnect the sloped line and the round head of the letter, this cause this letter to often be misconstrued with an additional ‘o’ added into the word.
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The Transcription of the document follows below.


The People of the United States of America do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Government of themselves and their Posterity. 

Article I

1. The Legislative power that be vested in two distinct Bodies of Men, one to be called the Assembly, the other the Senate, subject to the negative herein after mentioned.

2. The Executive power with the qualifications herein after specified, that shall be vested in a President of the United States. 


3. The Supreme Judicial authority, except in the cases of herein provided for in this Constitution, shall be vested in a court to be called the Supreme Court to consist of not less than six, nor more than twelve judges. 

Article II

1. The assembly shall consist of persons to be called Representatives who shall be chosen, except in the first instance by the free in all citizens and inhabitants of the several States comprehended in the Union, and of whom of the age of twenty one years and upwards shall be entitled to an equal vote.

2. But the first assembly shall be chosen in the manner prescribed in the last article and shall consist of one hundred members of whom New Hampshire shall have five, Massachusetts thirteen, Rhode Island two, Connecticut seven, New York nine, New Jersey six, Pennsylvania twelve, Delaware two, Maryland eight, Virginia sixteen, North Carolina eight, South Carolina eight, Georgia four. 


3. The legislature shall provide for the further elections of Representatives, apportioning them in each state from time to time, as nearly as may be to the member of persons described in the [4SS][footnoteRef:1] of the VIIth Article so as that the whole members of Representatives shall never be less than one hundred. There shall be a census take for this purpose within three years after the first meeting of the legislature and within every two successive period of ten years.  The term for which… [1:  The SS here, refers to the start of numbered points in the articles, as in the document they are illustrated with a cursive double-S. ] 

…Representatives shall be elected shall be determined by this legislature; but shall not exceed three years. There shall be a general election at least once in three years; and the time of the service of all the members in each assembly shall begin  (except in filling vacancies) on the same day and shall always end on the same day. 

4. Forty members shall make a house sufficient to proceed to business. But this number may be increased by the legislature, yet so as never to exceed a majority of the whole member of Representatives. 

5. The assembly shall choose its President and other officers , shall judge of the qualifications and elections of its own members, punish them for improper conduct in their capacity of Representatives, not extending to life or limb, and shall exclusively possess the power of impeachment, except in the case of the President of the United States; but no impeachment of a member of the Senate shall be by less than two thirds of the Representatives present. 

6. Representatives may vote by proxy, but no Representative present shall be proxy for more than one who is absent. 

7. Bills for raising revenue and bills for appropriating monies for the  support of the fleets and armies and for paying the salaries of the officers of government, shall originate in the Assembly; but may be altered and amended by the Senate. 

8. The acceptance of an office under the United States by a Representative shall vacate his seat in the Assembly. 

Article 3

1. The Senate shall consist of persons to be chosen except in the first instance by elections elected for that purpose by the citizens and inhabitants of the several States comprehended in the union, who shall have in their own right or in the right of their wives an estate in land for not less than life. Or a term of years whereas, at the time of giving their votes there shall be at least 14 years unchanged. 

2.  But the first The first Senate shall be chosen in the manner prescribed in the last article and child consists of 40 members to be called senators of whom New Hampshire shall have. Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia.

3. The Legislature shall provide for the future elections of Senators; for which purpose the States respectively, which have more than one senator, shall be divided into convenient districts to which senators shall be apportioned; a state having but one Senator shall be itself a district. On the death, resignation, or removal from office of a Senator his peace, shall be supplied by a new election in the district from which he came. Upon each election there shall be not less than six nor more than twelve electors chosen in a district. 

4. The numbers of Senators shall never be less than forty, nor shall any State, if the same shall not hereafter be divided, even have less than the members allotted tail in the second section of this article; but the legislature may increase the whole members of Senators, In the same proportion to the whole members of Representatives forty is to one hundred, and such increase, beyond the present number shall be apportioned to the respective States in a ratio to the respective numbers of their Representatives.  

5. If States shall be divided or if a new arrangement of the boundaries of two or more States shall take place, the legislature shall apportion the number of senators (in selecting proceeding such descions or new arrangement) to which the constituent parts were entitled, according to the change of situation having regard to the numbers of persons described in the [4SS] of the 7th Article. 

6. The Senators shall hold their places, devising good behaviour, removable only by convictions on impeachment for some crime or misdemeanour. They shall continue to exercise their offices when impeached until a conviction shall take place. Sixteen senators attending in person shall be sufficient to make a house to transact business, but the legislature may increase the number, yet so as never to exceed a majority of the whole number of senators. The Senators may vote by proxy, but no senator who is present shall be proxy for more than two who are absent. 

7. The Senate shall choose its President and other officers; shall judge of the qualifications and elections of its members and shall punish them for improper conduct in their capacity as senators, but such punishment shall not extend to life or limb, nor to expulsion. In the absence of their President they may choose a temporary President. The President shall only have a casting vote when the house is equally divided. 


8. The Senate shall exclusively possess the power of declaring war. No treaty shall be made without their advice and consent which shall also be necessary to the appointment of all officers, except such for which a different provision is made in this Constitution. 


Article 4

1. The President of the United States of America shall (except in the first instance) be selected in the manner following – 
The judges of the Supreme Court shall, within sixty days after a vacancy shall happen, cause public notice to be given in each state of such vacancy, appointing therein three several days for the several purposes following – a day for commencing the elections of the electors for the purposes herein after specified to be called the first electors, which day shall not be less than forty nor more than sixty days after the day of the publication of the notice in each state – another day for the meeting of the electors not less than forty nor more than ninety days from the day for commencing their election --- another day for the meeting of the electors, to be chosen by the first electors for the purpose herein after specified and to be called the second electors, which day shall not be less than forty nor more than sixty days after the day for the meeting of the first electors. 

2. After notice of a vacancy shall have been given there shall be chosen in each state a member of persons as the first electors in the preceding section mentioned equal to the whole member of the Representatives and Senators of such state in the Legislature of the United States; which electors shall be chosen by the citizens of such state having an estate of inheritance on for three lives in the land or a clear personal estate of the value of one thousand Spanish milled dollars of present standard.

3. The first electors shall meet in their respective States at the time appointed, at one place and shall proceed to vote by ballot for a President, who shall not be one of their own number, unless the Legislature upon experiment should hereafter direct otherwise. They shall cause the lists to be made for the name  or names of the person or person voted for, which they or the major part of them shall sign and certify. They shall then proceed each to nominate openly in the presence of the other two persons and for the second electors, and out of the persons who shall have the four highest numbers


Of nominations they shall afterwards by ballot  be penalty of votes choose two who shall be the second electors to each of whom shall be delivered one of the lists before mentioned. These second electors shall not be any of the persons voted for as President. A copy of the same list signed and certified in the manner shall be transmitted by the first electors to the seat of the government of the United States, under a sealed courier directed to the President of the Assembly, which after the meeting of the second electors shall be opened for the inspection of the two houses of the Legislature. 

4. These second electors shall meet precisely on the day appointed (and not on another day) at on e place. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court , or if there be no Chief Justice, the judge senior in office in such court, or if there be no one judge senior in office, some other judge of that court by the choice of the rest of the judges or of a majority of them, shall attend at the same place and shall preside at the meetings but shall have no votes. Two thirds of the whole number of the electors shall constitute a sufficient meeting for the execution of their trust. At this meeting the lists delivered to the respective electors shall be provided and inspected and if there be any person who has a majority of the whole number of votes given buy the first electors, he shall be the President of the United States; but if then there be no such person, the second electors to meet shall proceed to vote by ballot, for one of the persons named in the lists, who shall have the three highest numbers of the votes of the first electors; and if when the first or any preceding ballot, on the day of the meeting of those persons shall have a number of votes equal to a majority of the whole number of the second electors chosen, he shall be the President. But if no such choice be made on the day appointed for the meeting wither by reason of the now attendance of the second electors, or their not agreeing or any other matter, the Persons having the greatest umber of votes of the first electors shall be the President. 

5. If it should happen that the Chief Justice or some other judge of the Supreme Court should not attend in due time, the second electors shall proceed to the execution of their trust without him.

6. If the judges neglect to cause the notice required by the 



…first section of this article to be given within the time therein limited, they may never  cause it to be afterwards given; but their neglect if wilful is hereby declared to be an offence for which they may be impeached and if convicted they shall be punished as in other after of [?] on impeachment. 

7. The Legislature shall by permanence provide such further regulations as may be necessary for the more orderly elections of the President not contravening the provisions herein continued.

8. The President before he shall enter upon the execution of his office shall take an oath of affirmation faithfully to execute the same, and to the utmost of his judgement and power to protect the rights of the people and preserve the Constitution inviolate. This oath or affirmation shall be administered by the President of the Senate for the time being, in the presence of both houses of the Legislature.

9. The Senate and the Assembly shall always convene in session on the day appointed for the meeting of the second electors  and shall continue sitting till the President takes the oath or affirmation of offices. He shall hold his office during good behaviour, unmoveable only by conviction upon an impeachment for some crime or misdemeanour. 


10. The President at the beginning of every meeting of the Legislature as soon as they shall be ready to proceed to its business shall convene them together at the place where the Senate shall sit and shall communicate to them all such matters as may require their consideration. He may by messages during the session communicate all other matters which may appear to him proper. He may whenever in his opinion the public business shall requires it convene so that the Senate and Assembly, or either of them and may  [?] them for a time not exceeding forty days at one [?]; and if they should disagree about their adjournment he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper. He shall have a right to negative all bills, resolutions, or acts of the two houses of the Legislature about to be passed into laws.  He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. He shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States and of the militia within the several States…

… and shall have the direction of war when commanded; but he shall not take the actual command in the field of an army, without the consent of the Senate and Assembly. All treaties, conventions and agreements with foreign nations shall be made by him, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate. He shall have the appointment of war, naval affairs, finance and foreign affairs; and shall have the nomination, and, by and with the consent of the Senate, the appointment of all other offices to the appointment under the authority of the United States, except such for whom different provisions is made by this Constitution, and provided that this shall not be constrained to prevent the Legislatures from appointing by name and their laws, persons to special and particular trust created in such laws. Nor shall be constrained to prevent principals in offices merely ministerial, from constituting deputies In the recess of the Senate he may fill vacancies in offices by appointment to continue in force unfit the end of the next session of the Senate and he shall commission all offices. He shall have power to pardon all offence except treason for which he may grant reprieves until the opinion of the Senate and the Assembly can be heard, and with their concurrence may pardon the same,. 

11. He shall receive a fixed compensation for his services to be paid to him at stated times and not to be increased nor diminished during his continuance of office. 

12. If he departs out of the United States without the consent of the Senate and Assembly he shall thereby abdicate his office. 

13. He may be impeached for any crime or misdemeanour by the two houses of the Legislature . two thirds of each house concurring, and if convicted shall be removed from office. He may be afterwards tried and punished in the ordinary courts of law. His impeachment shall operate as a suspension from office until the determination thereof.  

14. The President of the Senate shall be Vice President of the United States. On the deaths, resignation, impeachment, removal of office, or absence from the United States, the President thereof, the Vice President shall exercise all the powers by this Constitution vested in the President until another shall be appointed, or until he shall…



…turn within the United States, if his absence were with the consent of the Senate and Assembly. 


Article V

1. There shall be a Chief Justice of the Supreme Court who together with the other judges thereof shall hold their offices during good behaviour, removable only by convictions of impeachment for some crimes or misdemeanour. Each judge shall have a competent salary to be paid to him at stated times and not to be diminished during his continuance in office .The Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction in all causes in which the United States shall be a party, in all controversies between the United States and a particular state or between two or more States, except such as related to a claim of territory between the United States and one or more States which shall be determined in the mode prescribed in the VI article, in all cases affecting foreign ministers, consuls and agents; and an appellate jurisdiction both as to law and facts in all cases which shall concern the citizens of foreign nations in all questions between the citizens of different States, and in all areas in which the fundamental rights of this Constitution and to such regulations as the Legislature shall provide. The judges of all courts which may be constituted by the Legislature shall also hold their [?] during good behaviour, removeable only by conviction on impeachment for some crime or misdemeanour and shall have competent salaries to be paid at stated times and not to be diminished during their continuance in office; but nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the Legislature from abolishing such courts themselves. All crimes, except upon impeachment. Shall be tried by a jury of twelve men and if they shall have been committed within any States, shall be tried within such state and all civil caused [?] under this Constitution of the like kind with those which have been hitherto fore triable by jury in the respective States, shall in like manner be tried by jury, unless in special cases the Legislature shall think proper to make different provisions to which [???]…




… of two thirds of both houses shall be beneficiary. 

2. Impeachment of the President and the President of the United State’s members of the Senate, the governors, and Presidents of the several States, the principal or chief officers of the departments enumerated in the [15SS] of the IV article. Ambassadors and other like public ministers, the judges if the Supreme Court and the Chief Justice or first or senior judges of the Superior Court of law in each state of whom twelve shall constitute a court. A majority of the judge’s present may convict. All other persons shall be tried on impeachment by a court to consist of the judges of the Supreme Court and six senators drawn by lot, a majority of whom may convict. Impeachments shall clearly specify the particular offence for which the party accused is to be tried and judgment on conviction upon the trial there of shall be either the removal from office or by a removal from office and disqualifications for holding any future office or place of trust, but no judgement or impeachment shall so review prosecution in the ordinary courts of law to provide that no judge concerned in such conviction shall set as judges on the second trial. The Legislature may remove the disabilities incurred by conviction on impeachment. 


Article VI

1. Controversies about the right of territory between the United States and particular States shall be determined by a court to be considered in a manner forthcoming. The state ir States claiming in opposition to the United States as parties shall nominate a number of persons equal to double the number of the judges of the Supreme Court for the time being, of whom none shall be citizens by birth of the States which are parties nor inhabitants thereof when nominated and of whom not more than two shall have their actual residence in one state. Out of the persons so nominated the Senate shall elect one half who together with judges from the Supreme Court shall form the…

… court. Two thirds of the whole number may hear and determine the controversy, by plurality of voice. The States concerned may at their options claim a [?] by the Supreme Court only. All the members of the court hereby instituted shall prior to the hearing of the cause take an oath of impartiality and according to the best of their judgements and consciences to hear and determine the controversy. 


Article VII

1. The Legislature of the United States shall have power to pass laws which they shall judge necessary to the common defence and safety, and to the general welfare of the union: but no bill reformation or act of the Senate and Assembly  shall have the force of a law until it shall have received the afront of the President or of the Vice President when exercising powers of the President; and if such absent shall not have been given within ten days after such bill, reformations or other acts shall have been presented for that purpose, the same shall not be a law. No bill resolution or other act not absented shall be reviewed in the same sessions of the Legislature. The mode of simplifying such assent [?] be by signing the bill or act or reformations and returning it so signed ti either house of the Legislature. 

2. The enacting style of all laws shall be “Be it enacted by the people of the United States of America”. 

3. No bill or attainder shall be passed, nor any [?] facts long, nor shall any title of nobility be granted by the United States or by  either of them, nor shall any person holding an office or place of trust under the United States without the permission of the Legislature accepts any present involvement office or title from foreign prince or state, nor shall any religious sect…


… or denomination, or religious test for any office or place; be ever established by law. 

4. Taxes on lands, houses and other real estate and capitation taxes shall be proportioned in each state by the whole number of free persons, except Indians not taxed and by three fifths of all other persons. 

5. The two houses of the Legislature may by joint ballot appoint a Treasurer of the United States. Neither house (in the session of both houses) without the consent of the other shall adjourn for more than three days at a time. The Senators and Representatives in attending, going to and coming from the session of their respective houses shall be privileged from arrests, except for crimes and breaches of the peace. The place of meeting shall always be on the seat of the government which shall be fixed by law.


6. The laws of the United States, and the treaties which have been made under the articles of the confederation and which shall be made under this Constitution shall be the supreme law of the land and shall be so construed by the courts of several States. 

7. The Legislature shall convene at least once in each year, which unless otherwise provided for by law shall be the first Monday in December. 


8. The members of the two houses of the legislature shall receive a reasonable compensation for their services to be paid out of the treasury of the United States and certified by law. The law for making such provisions shall be passed with the concurrence of the First Assembly  and shall extend to proceeding assemblies and no proceeding assembly shall concur in an alteration of such provision so as to increase its own compensation, but there shall be always a law in existence for making such provision.


Article VIII

1. The governor or President of each state shall be appointed by the authority of the United States and shall have a right to negative all laws about to be passed in the state of which he shall be Governor or President subject as such to qualifications and regulations or the Legislative of the…

… United States shall prescribe. He shall in other aspects have the same powers only which the Constitution of the States does or shall allow to its governor or President, except as to the appointment of officers of the militia. 

2. Each governor or President of a state shall hold this office until a successor be actually appointed unless he dies or resigns or be removed from offices by conviction on impeachment. There shall be no appointments of such governor or President in the Rights of the Senate. The governor and Presidents of the several States at the time of the ratification of this Constitution shall continue in office in the same manner and with the same power as if they had been appointed pursuant to the first section of this article. The officers of the militia in the several States may be appointed under the authority of the United States; the Legislature whereof nay authorise the governors or Presidents of States to make such appointments with such restrictions as they shall think proper. 


Article IX

1. No person shall be eligible to the office of the President of the United States unless he be now a citizen of the States or hereafter be born a citizen of the United States. 

2. No persons shall be eligible as a Senator or Representative at the time of his election he be a citizen and inhabitant of the state in which he is chosen; provided that he shall not be deemed to be disqualified by a temporary absence from the state.


3. No person  entitled by this Constitution to elect or be elected President of the United States, or a Senator or Representative in the Legislature thereof shall be disqualified but by the conviction of some offence for which the laws shall have previously ordained the punishment of disqualification.  But the Legislature may by law provide that persons having offices under the United States or either of them shall not be eligible a place in the Assembly or Senate and shall be [?] their…


… continuance in office suspended from sitting in the Senate.

4.  No person having an office or place of trust under the United States shall without permission of the Legislature accept any present, endorsement, office or title from any foreign prince or state. 

5. The citizens of each shall be entitled to the rights, privileges, and immunities of citizens in every other state; and full faith and credit shall be given to the public acts, records and judicial proceedings of another.

6. Fugitives from justice from our States who shall be found in any other state shall be delivered upon the application of the state from which they fled. 

7. No new state shall be erected within the limits of another or by the junction of two or more States without the concurrent consent of the Legislature of the United States may admit new States to the union. 

8. The United States are hereby declared to be bound to each state a Republican form of government and to protect each state as will against domestic violence and foreign invasion. 

9. All treaties, contracts, and engagements of the United States of America under the artificer of confederation and perpetual union that have equal validity under this Constitution.

10. No hate shall enter into a treaty, alliance, or contract with another or with a foreign power without the consent of the United States. 

11.   The members of the Legislature of the United States and of each state and all [?] executive and judicial of the one and of the other takes an oath or affirmation to support the Constitution of the United States.

12. This Constitution may receive such alterations and amendments as may be preposed by the Legislature of the United States with the convenience of two thirds of the members of both houses and ratified by the Legislature of, or by conventions of deputies chosen by the people in two thirds of the States composing the union. 


Article X

1. This Constitution shall be submitted to the consideration of …

… conventions in the several States the members whereof shall be chosen by  the people of such States respectively under the direction of their respective Legislatures. Each convention which shall satisfy the same approach the first Representatives and Senators from such States according to the rule prescribed in the [4SS] of the VIIth article. The Representatives so appointed shall continue in office for one year only. Each convention satisfying shall give notice thereof to the congress of the United States transmitting at the same time a list of the Representatives and Senators chosen. When the constitution shall have been duly ratified, Congress shall give notice of a day and place for the meeting of the Senators and Representatives from the several States; and when these or a majority of them shall have assembled according to such notice they shall by joint ballot by plurality of votes elect a President of the United States; and the Constitution thus organised shall be carried into effect.


Bibliography
Hamilton, Alexander, "Draft Of A Constitution" (Washington D.C., 1787), Library of Congress, Alexander Hamilton Papers: Speeches and Writings File, 1778-1804 https://www.loc.gov/resource/mss24612.021_0080_0099/?sp=1 <Accessed 10 Dec>
image2.png




image3.png
L/A.u((/




image1.png




