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Curation
For my curation work, I want to investigate hosting an open exhibition for people to come and look at all different aspects of street art. I will be hosting this in the effort to bring light to all different styles of street art and show the potential all forms have to offer. The reason I chose street art as a topic of discussion is because I feel that as it may have various outcomes and styles, I think overall it is an underappreciated form of artwork.
The main topic I will be focusing on is the theme of expression through street art. I will be looking at hosting an exhibition under the Waterloo station in London, Leake Street, London SE1 7NN “is one of London’s not-so-hidden gems. This 300 metre tunnel is the city’s largest legal graffiti wall and has been a bastion of London’s street art scene since 2008.” (Barnaby, 2023).[image: London's famous graffiti tunnel is the star of local regeneration - Lonely  Planet] (McCarthy, 2021).
The location is a pedestrian tunnel that is open to the public, with the wide-open pavement we can allow multiple artists to come and display their work alongside the already painted artwork that runs throughout the tunnel. As the location is publicly accessed, the exhibition will be free of charge, this also ties in with the theme of street art as the artists displaying their work around public streets are putting their artwork there for free viewing. I’d like to dedicate a small portion of the 300-meter tunnel to an open space where people can try out street art whilst at the exhibition, we can supply and charge for resources that can allow people to get involved and paint on the open space, the profits made from the purchases will be put back into the exhibition. People are also welcome to bring their own supplies and still get involved by painting on the dedicated open space. Within the tunnel there are multiple small food stalls where visitors can grab a bite to eat whilst looking around the exhibition, this not only allows people not to wonder away from the exhibition when hungry or thirsty but also brings customers to these local restaurants that resident within the tunnel.

For the first piece of artwork that I would like to display in my exhibition is a Banksy piece titled “If Graffiti Changed Anything It Would Be Illegal” 2011, Clipstone Street, Fitzrovia (Syer, 2022). [image: If Graffiti Changed Anything It Would Be Illegal by Banksy - MyArtBroker] (Syer, 2022).
There are two reasons why I chose this artwork to be in my exhibition. Firstly, is the artwork itself “If Graffiti Changed Anything It Would Be Illegal” it brings us to question is street art an act of vandalism or should it be considered art? As I think it is a form artwork, and someone like Banksy is now considered an artist due to the public eye labeling him as one as his work is liked amongst many people, I feel like everyone who enjoys this style of artwork should be able to view it as well as contribute to it by freely painting and expressing themselves through their artform on the streets. I also think that the quote by Banksy is obviously ironic, as the act of graffiti is illegal, yet it has the potential to change so much. For example, Banksy has made multiple political points through his artwork which have and effects. It also can be looked in way of someone who is a street artist may start off within the streets but can have their artwork picked up by big name brands, or other media outlooks that then can allow them to work and display their art at a higher level getting the recognition they may have deserved as an artist. Which brings me onto my next point, where the exhibition is located is now a legal wall and is free for anyone to come and paint their artwork, without the risk of prosecution. The reason for this location to be now legal is because of Banksy. “Leake Street Tunnel wasn’t always a legal wall. Before 2008 it was just a dank and grimy tunnel squirrelled beneath Waterloo Station. That all changed when British street art superstar Banksy (yes, the Banksy) decided to hold a street art festival called Cans Festival down in the tunnel.” (Barnaby, 2023). Without the efforts of Banksy hosting a festival at this location, we would not have the areas of workspace for people to freely express themselves through street art.

The next piece of artwork that I would like to display is this old iconic artwork by Robbo.
[image: Veteran graffiti artist King Robbo dies aged 45 - BBC News] (BBC, 2014).
This piece of artwork that would “lay beneath the British Transport Police HQ in London” (LDNGraffiti, 2014). Is a historical piece from 1985, it is an old school style of graffiti, that was all about colours, and what you could achieve from adding alterative styles to a name that you wrote. With these types of artworks, artists would paint without permission in areas where it would catch the residents eye.
“for King Robbo, graffiti was never about money or fame, but about freedom, creativity and making art where it is was not supposed to be.” (Gray, 2015). With this mindset, I think that a piece like this would fit amazing within the exhibition, it shows artwork from one of London’s most prolific writers, who had a mindset of his artwork being freewill and creative. Not only this, but it shows how graffiti has evolved over time, with this historical piece from the 1985 on display we can then see how graffiti and street art has taken many different forms over time and how a community has changed what can be achieved through street art. With this displayed we can also see what started “on a wall next to the canal in Camden” (Gray, 2015). Has sparked a whole series of generations to create street art that has decorated so many areas around London.

The third piece of artwork I will be looking to display is the classic Andre the Giant mural by Shepard Fairey.
[image: Shepard Fairey - I Support Street ArtI Support Street Art] (ISSA, 2015).
This artwork was done by mural artist Shepard Fairey, which is the face of wrestler Andre the Giant. The artwork was plastered all over cities around the world by the artist “According to Fairey, this work was “an experiment in phenomenology”. He made stickers with the portraits of André the Giant and then, Fairey distributed his stickers all around in the skater community and it resulted in these stickers to be all across the cities in the United States.” (Deodato Arte, 2022). and has become a bit of a cultural icon as it is now the branding logo of clothing brand “Obey”, “His most famous art includes images of Andre the Giant, the Obey trademark”. (Street Art Bio, 2022). I feel like this artwork would fit well in the exhibition as it shows us what can be achieved from mural or illustration-based artists when delving into street art. This type of artwork differs from the classic style of graffiti, being the bold lettering and the bright colours and focuses on creating an image through the same practice.
I feel like having this type of artwork that may differ from classic graffiti but can show the viewers of the exhibition what can be achieved through street art and the opportunities it can hold, stepping away from the norm and experimenting with your own styles, allow people like Fairey to create these murals that hold the same recognition as someone who write their name, or their name next to their artwork. It also will speak for itself when something that was just a mural on the sides of buildings can achieve to make its way into big named brands.

The final piece of artwork that I plan to display is, artwork by roller artist “Helch”.
[image: Helch – The Dog's Pollocks | Shoreditch Street Art Tours London Street Art  Tours] (Tours, 2022).
Helch’s artwork consists of unreachable high up spots created using paint rollers. The artwork is usually very clean which is hard to achieve with the use of paint rollers and consists of the name “Helch” or the letter “H” in the same style throughout his work. This particular piece is full of colour and has a lot of design and pattern involved which I feel will bring attention to the piece within the exhibition. I feel like this artwork can also show a lot with what can be achieved through street art, instead of the traditional spray can, illustration, or stencil work this shows us what can be made when creating layers of different patterns to make up a word or image. I feel like this piece would be best suited high up in the exhibition and can leave people wondering how the artist got such precision and detail in such an out of the way area.
“People have been left wondering just exactly what the strange word means.” (Munro, 2019). This fits well in the world of street art, even though the several outcomes of street art the common theme is that people never know what you are trying to achieve, with this “Helch” is plastering his name or word around “Greater London area” (Art of the State, 2022). Creating art out of free will with no gain or profit but rather the attention from the public for his artwork.

Conclusion
To conclude, I believe that I have chosen a great location to host an exhibition to display my chose style of artwork. I feel that the artwork that I have gathered and will display is a great depiction of street art and how it can be executed in so many different styles but all fall under the same category. I feel that my goal will be met by showing off multiple different artists’ work and that people can then apricate the efforts these artists have put into their craft.
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