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Module: Legal Process
Assignment: Holding the UK Government to account

  In democratic systems, the mechanisms for holding the executive accountable are crucial to maintaining transparency, checks and balances, and ensuring the government’s responsiveness to the needs of the people. Now let’s dive into the concept of the “executive” meaning, who makes up the UK executive and what exactly is their job.
  The term “executive” refers to the branch of government responsible for developing and implementing policy, and putting laws into action. The UK executive plays a vital role in the governance of the country, ensuring the implementation and enforcement of laws. Comprised of the Prime Minister, Cabinet, and government departments, the executive branch is responsible for executing, making decisions, and maintaining the overall function of the government. According to Richard and Paul, (2005, c 2.2) the Prime Minister  “require two key power resources to operate effectively: authority within the executive, and predominance over the legislature. “The Prime Minister, as the head of the UK executive, holds significant power and influence being directly responsible for leading the government, making key decisions, and representing the country both domestically and internationally. The prime minister’s role is crucial in setting the agenda, shaping policies, and providing leadership to the executive branch. According to Parliament. uk (2024) the Cabinet consists of senior ministers appointed by the Prime Minister. It serves as a collective decision-making body, discussing and deliberating on important issues affecting the nation. Each cabinet member heads a specific government department and is responsible for overseeing its operations. The cabinet ensures coordination among various departments and facilitates effective governance. They assist the Prime Minister in decision-making and policy implementation. The roles within the cabinet include the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Secretary of State for Defence, and many others reaching several 23 members to be more exact at the moment. Each minister has specific responsibilities related to their respective departments or policy areas. The UK executive operates within a parliamentary system, where the Prime Minister and Cabinet are accountable to the Parliament. Presenting some examples as mentioned on GOV.uk (2024) Ministerial Role Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs its main responsibilities are national security, strategy, intelligence policy, and honours. Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, overall financial control and oversight of NHS delivery and performance and social care policy etc. showing how important their role is in the Cabinet. They play a crucial role in the governance of the country, ensuring the smooth implementation and enforcement of laws, together the UK executive ensures the proper function of the government and the execution of policies for the benefit of the nation.

  
  Therefore I see the executives as the most dangerous branch sitting in the heart of Parliament and according to Montesquieu's (1748)  statement of the separation of powers: ” When the legislative and executive  powers are united in the same person, or the same body of magistrates, there can be no liberty,  there is no liberty if the powers of judging are not separated from the legislative and the executive.”  States clearly that a member should not be allowed to work for two or more of these three powers at the same time but be allowed to work together, creating a perfectly balanced system. However one of the key ways the executive was maintaining influence over the legislature was by determining the schedule for debates, they had a significant authority over the legislative agenda. In 2010, the Backbench Business Committee was established to enhance the independence of the legislature from the executive. The aim was to empower members of Parliament with increased influence and ownership over the parliamentary agenda, by granting MPs the ability to apply for time on the House floor through the Backbench Business Committee, it aimed to make debates more relevant to the general public and strengthen the scrutiny role of selected committees. Media also plays an amazing part in holding to account these branches by exposing misconduct or failures, transparency and freedom of information but not ultimately general elections. Relating to the Judiciary system, totally get what Alexander Hamilton was saying in The Federalist Papers, No. 78. He believed that the judiciary system is the last dangerous branch of the government because it doesn’t have control over the military or the nation’s financial like the executive and legislative branches do. The judiciary mainly relies on its judgement and needs the support of the executive branch for its decisions to be effective. Hamilton emphasised the importance of protecting judicial independence and power to prevent it from being overpowered or influenced by the other branches. It's interesting how he saw the judiciary as a crucial safeguard for political rights. On another side is also keeping the executive accountable, by reviewing the legality of their actions ensuring they follow the laws. Looks like the establishment of the Backbench is a significant step towards enhancing the independence of legislature from the executive, it aimed to make debates more relevant and strengthen the scrutiny role of selected committees, media is a major game changer by holding these branches accountable and exposing misconduct and failures, a reform would be more than welcome shortly to be even more transparent, especially in the judicial system. Overall, these measures contribute to a more balanced system. 

   One of the key functions of Parliament is to make sure the government is held responsible for its actions. The House of Commons, which represents the people’s political views, has the primary role in holding the government accountable. Perhaps the most direct way in which the government can be held to account by Parliament is through the questioning of Ministers. When it comes to holding the executive accountable, there are both advantages and disadvantages to consider. The most important advantage is accountability which ensures that they are responsible for their actions and decisions. The process of accountability allows for greater transparency in the government’s activities, prompting trust and confidence among the public. Alexandra K, (2009), Parliament on its knees: MPs' expenses and the crisis of transparency at Westminster The Political Quarterly, 80 (3)  published a scandal involving the misuse of expenses and allowances by British MPs was exposed by The Daily Telegraph. This had significant consequences, including the resignation of the Speaker of the Commons and several implicated MPs. It sparked discussions about a crisis in parliamentary democracy and a loss of public trust in politics. This article examines the events leading up to this situation, including the structure of MPs' pay and allowances, the impact of freedom of information, and the lack of transparency within the House of Commons. It argues that MPs need to fundamentally reconsider their approach to their representative role and how they engage with the public they serve. Holding the executive accountable helps maintain a system of checks and balances, preventing the concentration of power and potential abuses. Looking at the other side of it, disadvantages can start from the lack of expertise leading to inefficiency and may slow down the decision-making process, potentially hindering effective governance, the Office and not the last political bias can sometimes lead to unfair scrutiny or protection. The study from Konstatina L, Ralf K, (2016) Bulletin of the IEEE TCDL 12 (2) reveals patterns that suggest certain newspapers may favour specific political parties or ideologies. Based on the analysis of the UK newspaper’s language, new story selection, and the frequency of mentions and quotations of UK politicians from 2000 to 2015, it can be concluded that there is a potential for political bias in the media. This research highlights the importance of critically evaluating news sources and being aware of potential biases when conducting political news. Further studies and ongoing analysis can contribute to a better understanding of media influence on public perception and political discourse. Overall, while there are some drawbacks, the advantages of holding the executive accountable outweigh the disadvantages, as it promotes transparency, prevents abuses of power, and ensures the government remains accountable to the people.



  Jumping to the last part of it Jess S. (Dec. 2022), the author of the report, highlights the importance of well-scrutinized laws that have board-based support. To empower parliament and enhance scrutiny, here are some reform suggestions; Provide more opportunities for parliament to influence legislation by allowing them to request pre-legislative scrutiny on any bills within their departmental remit. Introduce a “select committee” stage for all government bills, enabling committees to gather evidence and express their views on the proposed legislation. Ensure that the government publishes bills in draft form, with a menu of options for pre-legislative scrutiny, while considering urgent or emergency legislation. Review and enhance the resources available to members of parliament, including expert policy and legal resources, to support effective legislative scrutiny. These reforms would help strengthen parliamentary scrutiny, promote accountability, and ensure that laws are well-tested and have board support.
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