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Task a
Section 126 (1) of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) defines an adult at risk as having care and support needs which affect their ability to protect themselves from harm, abuse or neglect.  Safeguarding boards were developed under section 139 (4) of the Act to promote collaborative working.  since its implementation the Act has been the main framework for safeguarding in Wales (SCW 2023a).
The Active Offer remains imperative when working with adults in Wales in accordance with the Welsh Assembly Government’s More than Just Words strategy (2022) to promote dignity and respect in line with the code of professional practice, and for safe working practices.  
If there are any concerns regarding an adult everyone has a duty to report concerns under section 12 (2) of the Act, either to the police or local authority, depending on the nature and imminence of the risk. 
Part 3 of the Act focuses on assessing the needs of individuals an ensuring that they are person-centred in approach by holding What Matters conversations, empowering individuals to set their own personal outcomes (SCW, 2022c).  If risks are not identified then the assessment builds on the strengths of the individual, support network and community resources to encourage coproduction in line with the Act.  If risk is assessed then further enquires are made and a strategy meeting convened, where a range of agencies work in a multidisciplinary approach to discuss concerns and establish actions for professionals/agencies to be accountable for.  The Data Protection Acts of 1998 and 2018 cover the United Kingdom and put a duty on professionals to maintain confidentiality, however when there is a safeguarding concern this is classified as an exceptional circumstance where information can be shared (Legislation, 2023j) (Legislation, 2023k). 
Where possible the agreed action plan should be discussed with the individual and the outcomes are unique to each person and each scenario (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2023a).  Although we have a duty to report safeguarding concerns, adults can decide not to prosecute or follow guidance.  It is important to balance the right to privacy under the Human Rights Act 1998 (Legislation, 2023f) and decisions to make choices even if professionals deem these to be unwise.  This relates to the principles of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 which states that we must assume mental capacity, unless assessed otherwise.  This act protects individuals from harm when they are unable to make judgements themselves (Legislation, 2023l).  There are other legal protections for adults including the Equality Act (2010) and the Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act (2015) which can support adults outside of the safeguarding process also.  
This often works alongside the Mental Health Act (1983) however this can be more invasive as it gives power to detain adults whose mental health or learning disability is putting themselves or others at risk (Legislation, 2023m).  
It is imperative to record factual information and use the voice of the adult in the assessment.  Although as professionals we may view particular risks, it is critical for the individual to be involved in the decision-making process by setting their own goals to improve wellbeing rather than social workers documenting service-led outcomes (SCW, 2023a).    
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Task b
There are many similarities between children and adult safeguarding in that everyone has a duty to report concern and assessments to explore risk, harm and abuse should be person-centred and include the voice of the individual, no matter the age of the person at risk.  
In Wales the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) has provided the framework for safeguarding all individuals since it was implemented in 2016 (Social Care Wales, 2023a) alongside the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2023b). The Ann Craft Trust (2023) state it is recommended to have different services, policies and reporting procedures for adult and child safeguarding for professionals to have clear guidance how to safeguard both sectors appropriately.  
Adults have the right to make their own choices even if professionals deem them to be unwise, providing that they have the mental capacity to make these decisions.  Article eight of the Human Rights Act (1998) explains that individuals have the right to a private life (Legislation, 2023f) therefore this must be respected but assessments of risk considered when there are significant concerns about the safety of the individual or others.  
Despite there being similarities between adult and child safeguarding there are different legal frameworks that professionals must adhere to, and some legislations are more relevant to adults rather than children and vice-versa.  The Mental Health Act 1983 considers the safety and wellbeing of a person of any age, however for children the assessing approved mental health practitioner would consider other legislative routes and parental responsibility in the first instance due to how restrictive the interventions can be (Legislation, 2023m).  Although the Children Act 1989 defines a child as under age eighteen (Legislation, 2023d), the Mental Capacity Act 2005 is relevant for individuals over age sixteen therefore causing a crossover between child and adult safeguarding for older teens (Legislation, 2023l).  This is also complicated by the Gillick competence whereby a child can give consent if they are able to consider the advantages and disadvantages (Gillick v West Norfolk, 1984) and furthermore the Fraser guidelines which allow children to make specific decisions regarding contraception and sexual health without parental consent providing they understand the advice given and it is in their best interest (Axton v The Secretary of State for Health, 2006). 
Adult and children safeguarding referral processes follow a similar route with a single point of access accepting referrals from professionals or third parties however they then follow a different route in terms of assessment and eligibility due to the legislative frameworks and procedures that govern them.  In accordance with the SSWBWA (2014) everybody had a right for an assessment and the universal hope it that early interventions will reduce adults and children being at risk of harm and abuse.
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