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  1.Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)
During this essay I will look at the options that are available to police forces across the United Kingdom to help target and disrupt criminal activity that takes place and is facilitated by the road network. I will discuss legislation that is available to police officers and how said legislation can be used to combat criminals using the roads to commit crimes. I will explore how individual forces are tackling criminality that takes place on the road by the formation of specialist roles within the force such as the Road Policing unit. Furthermore, I intend to discuss how intelligence-based policing, as well as traditional policing, is the only effective way of disrupting criminals who persistently use the road network.
The United Kingdom has one of the most well maintained and extensive roads networks on earth. These roads connect major towns and cities to smaller villages up and down the country via major and minor roads with the motorway network in particular allowing users to cross borders between Wales, England and Scotland with relative ease. “In 2020, the total road length in Great Britain was estimated to be 247,500 miles, there were 31,800 miles of major road in Great Britain, there were 215,700 miles of minor road in Great Britain in 2020” (GOV.UK, 2020). These road networks cross between different counties and local authorities as well as crossing into different countries, allowing criminals to move around the country from different areas and different police force areas with ease and relatively unchallenged. This poses a massive and extensive problem for law enforcement that needs a proactive approach to disrupt criminality.
Police forces within the United Kingdom need to work together along with partner agencies to effectively disrupt and deny criminals from using the road network, “Criminals’ use of roads ranges from minor motoring offences to international organised crime. Forces should use intelligence and enforcement to disrupt criminality. Police may be called to assist with road checks being conducted by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) and be associated with national and seasonal campaigns.” (College of Police, 2019). The immense road network itself poses a challenge alone in policing; due to the vast area that these roads cover it means that it is practically impossible to police in a traditional, responsive manner. It would not be possible for the “Bobby on patrol” or police officer driving up and down these roads to man, monitor and respond to all criminal activity. With serious and organised criminals exploiting this gap within policing, they utilise the road network to manoeuvre around the country undetected, “Serious and organised crime is the most deadly national security threat faced by the UK, and persistently erodes our economy and our communities. Serious and organised criminals operating in the UK sexually exploit children and ruthlessly target the most vulnerable, ruining lives and blighting communities” (H M GOVERNMENT, 2018). Disrupting and in time preventing these criminals from moving freely around the country is key. Denying criminals, the use of the road and preventing crime from taking place will make the road network a safer place for all.
Police forces within the United Kingdom are routinely looking towards technology to monitor both road users and criminals using the roads to build on intelligence which allows police forces to specifically target people, vehicles or particular areas of the road network. “Technology can transform how the police tackle criminality on the roads. It can also assist in counter-terrorism activity. Technology available to forces to disrupt criminality includes, Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR), Average speed safety cameras” (College of Police, 2019). The introduction of Automatic Number Place Recognition has been revolutionary within the policing world, with forces able to monitor every vehicle passing beneath each camera. This information can then be used to produce intelligence that allows police officers to effectively target vehicles and persons of interest in a timely manner. This information can be shared across forces with teams working together to disrupt criminal activity. 
Moreover, the introduction of ANPR has allowed officers to effectively monitor people and vehicles using the road network which is assisting with quick response times to road incidents. The United Kingdom has some of the safest roads within the world yet there are unfortunately still fatalities happening on the road network, often caused by reckless and dangerous driving. With more people using the roads and more vehicles being registered it is imperative that officers maintain driving standards and laws of the road. “There were 1,460 fatalities in reported road accidents in 2020, a decrease of 17% from the previous year. The overall trend in fatalities between 2010 and 2019 was broadly flat. However, road traffic saw a gradual increase of 17% from 2010 to 2019, causing fatality rates to fall” (GOV.UK, “Reported Road Casualties Great Britain, Annual Report: 2020”). Officers are empowered with police powers that enable them to effectively manage road users and prosecute those who fall below the standards that are expected of road users or to seize vehicles that are used within crime. “The police can seize a vehicle on a road if it may have been used to commit crime or has been left in a dangerous or unlawful position, or in a dangerous condition” (College of Police, 2019). Having Police Powers that allow officers to stop and check documentation of both the driver and the vehicle is one way of denying criminals the use of the road, these chance encounters can allow officers to remove vehicles that are not road worthy or deny persons of interest from accessing the road network.
As a result of increasing criminal activity on the roads, specialist departments within individual police forces have been set up to specifically target criminality and improve safety on the road network. These officers are highly trained individuals that specialise within the roads policing field, “The Roads Policing Constable prevents loss of life and injury on the roads by preventing, investigating and prosecuting offences through intelligence led policing.” (College of Police, “Roads Policing Constable, 2020). These officers routinely use police powers, legislation and laws which have been approved by the government to stop vehicles using the road network and enable officers to carry out stop checks on vehicles, allowing officers to check every road user’s documents and vehicle in an effort to improve road safety. Through interacting with drivers of both civilian and commercial vehicles, these encounters can be extremely valuable, as they enable officers to submit intelligence or verify intelligence on said vehicles or drivers, enabling an effective and appropriate response to any criminal activity. “Forces and authorities should include in their local policing plans, targeted and intelligence led strategies for reducing deaths and injuries on the roads and achieving a safe environment for all road users.” (The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents, 2004). In order to prevent death, injury and to prevent criminals using the road network within Britain, intelligence will play a major part, which is crucial due to the number of road users increasing year on year.
As discussed, having Police Officers that are specifically trained in road policing allows police forces to target specific crimes that take place on the road, improving road safety and preventing death on the road network. There are specific offences that are targeted by officers which are known as the fatal four. These four offences are to be prioritised by police forces as they contribute to the most deaths on Britain’s road network. “The ‘fatal 4’ offences will be prioritised in all that we do and our own objectives for policing will be organised under each of the following strands: Safe Roads; Safe Speeds; Safe Vehicles; Safe Road Users and an additional 5th strand of Post-Crash Response”. (National Police Chief's Council, 2018). The National Police Chief’s Council go on to state the importance of swift and robust action against the road users that disregard the laws of the road and state that action should be so robust that road users think twice before breaking the law.
Having such an advanced network of roads, with the addition of the sheer number of road users using Britain’s roads for both legitimate and illegitimate reasons, means that the passage of information between local authorities and police forces is essential. With individual police forces using separate and often incompatible computer systems, the passage of information between forces is usually woeful and slow. The introduction of a National Automatic Number Plate Recognition System is hoped to speed up the passage of information between forces, reducing deaths and crime, “The National Roads Policing Intelligence Forum (NRPIF) provides a structured mechanism to facilitate joint working between UK police forces and other key stakeholders that impacts on all critical areas of business in reducing road casualties and disrupting criminality.” (National Police Chief's Council, 2018). Having a capability that crosses border and force areas, will allow individual police forces to tackle crime on a local and national level. Effectively stopping criminals from moving freely within the United Kingdom.
Within the United Kingdom the road network is used to transport goods, both internationally and nationally. “89% of all goods transported by land in Great Britain are moved directly by road (but even the 11% that is not moved by road often needs road haulage to complete journeys to/from ports, airports or rail terminals).  98% of all consumer products and machinery in Great Britain are transported by road freight.” (Road Haulage Facts, 2020). With the sheer quantity of items being transported by road within the United Kingdom, the industry has in recent times failed to move the quantity of goods that is required and currently in 2021, the United Kingdom has seen a decline of goods drivers and a shortfall of drivers that are capable of driving these vehicles. “The association, which has been warning of a driver shortage for months, says the U.K.’s HGV driver shortfall stands at 100,000 currently; pre-pandemic, there was an estimated shortage in excess of 60,000 drivers.” (Ellyatt, 2021). Although it may seem that this shortage of commercial drivers does not affect police forces directly, Officers and police staff should be cautious and bear this in mind when speaking to or checking commercial drivers’ documents. Commercial drivers have separate laws that cover legislation such as load weight and drivers’ hours and with the current shortfall of qualified drivers, both operators and drivers may be more tempted to break these laws in order to meet deadlines. Moreover, the demand in drivers may lead to a surge in unqualified drivers behind the wheels of large haulage vehicles which in turn could have catastrophic effects on the roads. Due to intelligence, pro-active policing and specialist officers, these criminals may be more likely to be identified than if this was to have happened decades ago. 
To conclude, the United Kingdom has one the most advanced road networks in the world which is unfortunately an unwilling accomplice with criminal gangs and individuals. In order to police this network efficiently and effectively police forces need to adapt their disruption options quickly and constantly. Police forces need to work together to deny criminals the use of the road; failure to do this will allow criminals to move freely from one county to another or even from country to country. Road’s policing officers who use both intelligence and traditional policing methods are the only way at present to effectively monitor, challenge and disrupt those who use the roads for illegitimate reasons. Although the roads of the United Kingdom are relatively safe, there is always room for improvement and the monitoring and prosecution, and consequently robust punishment of those who’s driving, or vehicles falls below the required standard is the key to preventing those who pose a risk to the general public from using the roads. 
(Word count 1959)

2. Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)

During this essay, I will explore what is meant by community policing and how effective community engagement can foster good relationships with the local community to maintain community cohesion. I will evaluate how good working relationships can allow police officers to effectively police the geographical area that they work within. I will explore the consequences of officers failing to engage effectively with the community and how this can damage relationships between the police service and residents. 

Policing has evolved within recent years with specific emphasis being placed on community policing and community cohesions to allow local police services to effectively manage crime within their area which in turn enables forces to harbour good working relationships with local people. Policing must constantly change and adapt in order to fight crime in an efficient, pro-active and effective way, with the general public at the forefront of everything that the police service do. Without the support, policing would become impossible. This is highlighted by the College of Policing, “Without the cooperation of the public, policing in developed democracies would become essentially unworkable. In simple terms, the police service would cease to function without the active support of the communities it serves” (College of Policing,2013). The United Kingdom is policed by public consent which originates back to the formation of the Metropolitan Police in 1820 by Sir Robert Peel. Sir Peel set out ‘Nine Policing Principles’ and ‘Three Core Ideas’, that he deemed to be the most relevant principles to preventing crime. Peel is quoted staying. “The key to preventing crime is earning public support. Every community member must share the responsibility in preventing crime, as if they were all volunteer members of the force. They will only accept this responsibility if the community supports and trusts the police” (Law Enforcement Action Partnership, 2017). Even at the very beginning of a police force within the United Kingdom it was evident that offices needed the support of the public, this means that police officers should be, and are, held accountable for their actions and decisions by the public. 

Policing by consent is most evident within modern policing when policing within a community basis. The officers that police within this setting are often a small team made up of Police Officers and Community Support Officers whom police a smaller area than that of traditional response policing. This allows the team to get to know the community in depth which in turn enables them to identify crimes at the root cause such as signal crimes and anti-social behaviour and allows the officer to follow up with victims and have a more personal interaction with individual members of the public. The Police Foundation have highlighted the importance of good contact between police officers and staff and the public, “Analysis of UK statistics also establishes a link between quality of police contact with the public and overall trust and confidence in the police. There is also a small amount of evidence indicating that well-handled police contacts with the public can impact on trust and confidence, and that a series of positive encounters can have a greater effect” (Lloyd and Foster 2009). Within the report it is evident that public trust within the Police is essential; having local police officers that police an individual area and identify and take a pro-active approach to tackle crime that may arise is an essential way of raising public trust and the public perceptions of safety. Neighbourhood police teams are traditionally more visible to the public eye and as such have a responsibility to protect the reputation of the police as well as to protect the public. Moreover, they are able to network with community stakeholders and partners which in turn permits them to promote their community assistance and meet with key members of society which may in turn assist with fostering community cohesion and support.  

However, policing the communities hasn’t always been at the forefront of modern-day policing and multiple incidents that have taken place within the United Kingdom have had a negative impact on police and community relationships. One of the most pertinent incidents that have taken place within the United Kingdom are the Brixton Riots which saw the breakdown of community cohesion and signified and us and them mentality shown by both the police and the community, with officers using their police powers in an unjustified discriminating way. The riots led to local residents believing that Police officers within the local area were racist, “Many people in the black community felt the country was divided. There was high unemployment, racial tensions and, in many places, the country’s black population had poor relationships with the police. Many young black people believed that police officers treated them badly, unfairly and used the ‘stop and search’ law as one of the ways to do it” (BBC, 2019). These national tensions came to a head on 10th April 1981, with rioters taking to the street making their feelings known. 
After this riot a public enquiry was conducted by Lord Scarman, who stated that the police at the time were out of touch with the community that they policed, leading to a lack of community cohesion between the police and the community which led to a breakdown in relationships, “Lord Scarman emphasises that the consent and support of the community depends on good two-way communications between the police and the public. The operational judgment of the police will be informed, and not undermined, by consultation with the community it serves.” (The Scarman Report, 1981). The riots and similar events provided serious lessons to the Police and within modern policing there are a number of tools that police services use to make sure that they remain in touch with the community that they police. In 2002 police services across England and Wales decided to make a new role to combat the possibility of a dissolvement of community cohesion. The creation of a Police Community Support Officer role was created to bridge the gap between police officers and the local community. “PCSOs are uniformed police staff. They work to complement and support regular police officers. Their role provides a visible and accessible uniformed presence, aimed at improving the quality of life in the community and offers greater public assurance” (Dyfed-Powys Police, 2021). Policing over recent years has changed, with police forces reducing the number of warranted police officers that are on duty and the area that these police officers cover becoming larger and therefore, having a uniformed presence within the local community, who have powers that enable them to tackle low level crime and anti-social behaviour is essential when trying to maintain and improve public trust and confidence.  “PCSO’s have a different role from their police officer colleagues but can be designated a range of police powers by the Chief Constable which can have an immediate impact on dealing with problems.” (Dyfed-Powys Police, 2021). The role of Community Support Officer is essential when policing communities; having a visible deterrent to deter anti-social behaviour within local communities, but also having powers that enables PCSO’s to effectively deal with that problem is essential and allows police officers to respond to more serious and urgent matters. 
One of the key problems that both police officers and PCSOs who police the community face is anti-social behaviour. This behaviour can be anything from children kicking a ball against the wall, to neighbour disputes and harassment. These incidents may start small and minor, but incidents can quickly escalate, having a real worrying impact on the lives of those involved. A quick and decisive response from all people involved in law enforcement is required. Looking back in history there has been incidents that have tragic endings when police have failed to tackle incidents of anti-social behaviour and harassment effectively “Fiona Pilkington killed herself and her severely disabled daughter Francesca Hardwick in 2007, after 10 years of torment by local youths.” (Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board, 2009). This incident was due to the mismanagement of police officers where sadly Fiona Pilkington suffered anti-social behaviour and harassment from local youths for ten years and felt unheard, this incident came to a tragic end when Fiona took her own life as well as the life of her daughter Francesca. “An investigation published in May 2011 concluded that the failure by police officers to identify Fiona Pilkington, her son and daughter as a collective vulnerable family unit, was at the core of Leicestershire Constabulary’s failure to implement a cohesive, structured and effective approach to the harassment/anti-social behaviour from which they were suffering.” (Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board, 2009). It is hoped that having a Community Policing Team will help effectively deal with incidents such as this; having both police officers and PCSOs that can effectively manage and stop and prevent incidents of anti-social behaviour and harassment. Through using police powers to effectively manage and reprimand offenders this should ensure that incidents such as the one above never happen again. 
Supplying both police officers and community support officers is not enough alone to combat crime within the community. The community that these officers work within need to work with officers to enable effective policing. “Evidence has shown that effective community engagement, targeted foot patrols and collaborative problem solving can significantly increase public confidence in policing activity. By improving public perceptions and increasing trust through fair decision making and positive public interaction, the police service can enhance its legitimacy.” (College of Policing 2013). Having effective communications and community engagement between members of police staff and members of the public can boost public relations, having open communications like this also opens up another important avenue of potential intelligence. 
This intelligence provided by members of the public to neighbourhood policing teams can help tackle local crime as well as assisting in disrupting national and county line crime. The information can help build a picture of what is happening within the local community; “local information, direct or indirect, that when assessed provides intelligence on the quality of life experienced by individuals and groups, that informs both the strategic and operational perspectives in the policing of local communities” (College of Policing, 2013). This information passage needs to be two way, with information and intelligence being passed to police staff, and outcomes of investigations being passed to members of that community, for example this could be discussed at meetings held by the police with the local community to allow the easy passage of information. “These meetings should be supported with information about crime and anti-social behaviour in the local area and the action that the police and partners are taking to tackle it. This means that the public have sufficient information to be able to provide feedback at the meetings and hold the police to account for what they are doing locally” (College of Policing, 2013). This allows for, and encourages, full participation from the community, which will allow the community to take control and enable them to feel like they are really making a difference within the community.
Community Policing is policing at the heart of society, it allows officers and PCSOs to really engage with members of the community that they police and to be creative and pro-active with their actions to enhance and maintain community cohesion. Officers and PCSOs work together to effectively manage problems within their sector, which allows them to implement structures and processes to effectively manage offenders. Looking back in history, neighbourhood policing or community policing has not always been at the forefront of modern policing and has contributed to both tragic and major incidents that have happened within the United Kingdom. This has resulted in a negative reputation for the Police as a whole, as well as having a negative impact on community cohesion in the local area. Moving forward it is imperative that community policing remains to maintain community cohesion and permit conventional response officers to deal with incidents effectively in the first instance. 
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