The Silures
The ‘Silures’ were a Brittonic tribe and civitas, that inhabited what is now South-East Wales.[footnoteRef:1] Their territory stretched from the river Wye and its valleys to the Loughor river to the north of the Gower Peninsula [footnoteRef:2] Despite the many Roman writers, including Tacitus, Pliny and Ptolemy, that mention the Silures it is unknown whether they would recognise that name or would have recognised each-other as part of a shared tribe, or what their self-designation might have been.[footnoteRef:3] Tacitus refers to the dark colouration and curly hair of the Silures, he proposes that their ancestors had possibly migrated from the Iberian Peninsula. However, as Work [1954] states ‘Tacitus' theory that they came by sea from Spain is certainly wrong and is due to the erroneous notion that Spain lay near the west coast of Britain.’[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Cannon, John, and Robert Crowcroft. 2015. A Dictionary of British History (Oxford University Press)]  [2:  Lancaster, Jerrad. 2014. ‘A Model of Decentralised Political Structure among the Silures’, Studia Celtica, 48.1]  [3:  Guest, Peter, ‘The Forum-Basilica at Caerwent (Venta Silurum): A History of the Roman Silures’, Britannia (Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies), 53 (2022), pp. 227–67, doi:10.1017/S0068113X21000489]  [4:  Tacitus, and Isabel Work. 1954. ‘Britain and the Britons’, The Classical Journal, 49.6: 255–72 <https://www.jstor.org/stable/3292853> [accessed 25 October 2025]] 

A pre-Roman tribal centre of the Silures is suggested to be the prehistoric hillfort at Llanmelin that lies approximately 2 km to the north of Caerwent, but it is argued that this interpretation is based on modern scholars’ desire to find a Late Iron Age site to fit the purpose of a Pre-Roman ‘capital’ of the ‘tribe’. Through later excavations evidence was provided that suggest the fort was inhabited during the late first century, though there is no evidence of it serving the purpose of a Capital.[footnoteRef:5]  There was also a settlement established at Caerwent in the first century AD, it was a small settlement consisting of a few timber-built dwellings and workshops along the main road between Caerleon and Gloucester. The Roman Basilica however was built on a previously unoccupied green field.[footnoteRef:6] Later in the second century a formal civitas capital, dubbed Venta Silurum, was set up at this site.[footnoteRef:7] Another Roman settlement in the territory of the Silures was the Roman legionary fortress known as both Isca  Augusta and Isca Silurum. This fortress was built in the valley below an Iron Age Hillfort that may have been already abandoned by the time it was brought into the domain of the later Roman fortress.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  Guest, Peter, ‘The Forum-Basilica at Caerwent (Venta Silurum): A History of the Roman Silures’, Britannia (Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies), 53 (2022), pp. 227–67, doi:10.1017/S0068113X21000489]  [6:  Ibid.]  [7:  Wiles, John. 2008. ‘English – Coflein’, Coflein.gov.uk <https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/93753/> [accessed 1 November 2025]]  [8:  Lampitt, Matthew Siôn. 2025. Literary Culture in the Medieval Welsh Marches (Oxford: Oxford University Press), pp. 175–90] 

[bookmark: _Int_A9NSHZL7]The tribe was recognised for their fierce resistance to Roman conquest. Around AD 48, they opposed Roman expansion aided by the Catuvellauni prince and military leader Caractacus. In reference to their ferocity Tacitus states ‘Conspicuous above all in stubborn resistance were the Silures, whose rage was fired by words rumoured to have been spoken by the Roman general, […], so the name of the Silures ought to be blotted out’[footnoteRef:9]. Despite their resistance, the Silures were eventually subdued by Frontinus, and integrated into the Roman imperial system. After some time, the Silures became a semi-autonomous civitas peregrina, communities of free subjects of Rome that were not considered citizens of the Roman empire.[footnoteRef:10] After gaining this autonomy they established their capital Venta Silurum, one of the smallest civitas capitals in Britain. The elevation of the Silures to the status of civitas would have been authorised by the highest authority in Roman Britain and granted on the behalf of the emperor.  [9:  Tacitus, Alfred John Church, and William Jackson Brodribb. 2018. The Annals & the Histories (E-Artnow)]  [10:  Guest, Peter, ‘The Forum-Basilica at Caerwent (Venta Silurum): A History of the Roman Silures’, Britannia (Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies), 53 (2022), pp. 227–67, doi:10.1017/S0068113X21000489] 
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