How and why are the gods and monsters of classical Greece used in the modern western world?
Plan.

Abstract:
This work aims to show that the gods and monsters of classical Greece hide in plain sight in all aspects of life in the modern world. They are in everything from the plates we use to the buildings we use them in. The intention of this work is to analyse exactly how and why these symbols are so engrained in our lives despite having existed thousands of years ago. The neoclassical revival brought the classical world back into our lives and as of yet it has yet to go out of fashion. It would seem that the early archaeologists and scholars thought the imitation of that world would inspire knowledge, however this isn’t always how they are perceived today.
Ronald Barthes ‘Elements of Semiology’ states that semiology is a ‘tentative science’, a statement which be accurate the majority of the time, but is perhaps too critical in this instance. It is quite clear when Greek symbols are being used and even clearer that they convey power and knowledge.
This work aims to discover why certain companies have chosen names and logos directly taken from Classical mythology, as well as the significance this has on the people of today. Architecture is used in a similar way to convey power and knowledge, however interestingly it would seem they are used in different ways in different countries. 


Introduction:	
To find Ancient Greek mythological symbols today all one has to do is step outside and look around. And, while there may be many instances and mediums where these symbols are present Architecture as a symbol of the gods and commercialism and their use of monsters are very rich in material. This is the very reason why these mediums have been chosen, as they represent every day materials that draw links from the Ancient world. The sheer quantity of these symbols begs a question in itself as to why there are so many in these particular mediums.  

Section 1: architecture 
The style of certain buildings, especially since the neoclassical revival, pays great homage to those of Ancient Greece. The significance of these buildings can be seen as very important. They signify great power and act as institutes of knowledge. It is to be noted that the symbolism of these buildings appears to differ in USA compared to in the United Kingdom. 
· Fitzwilliam museum – As a Cambridge University Museum the Fitzwilliam represents not only one of the oldest but one of the most renowned institutes of learning. 
· British museum – Much like the Fitzwilliam this Museum is world famous for its historical collections as well as its academic prowess. 
Here we see that both famous examples of neoclassical architecture are also icons of knowledge and intellectual learning. These are buildings that are visited, almost in the way a temple would be visited; people go to learn and once their experience is over they leave. 
· White house – The great symbol of America represents the power over one of the most powerful nations in the world, there can be no other greater icon of strength than that of the White House.
· Frat houses across America – Such buildings across America are dedicated to housing the ‘elite’ of Colleges. They are located on ‘Greek Row’ in the colleges and act as symbols of wealth and power. [Parks. 2008]
These examples show just how differently neoclassical buildings are being used in America compared to in Britain. These buildings so similar to the temples, have become houses for people of power and wealth, therefore whether intentionally or not they are likening themselves to gods by living in houses with such likeness to those of the gods. 

Link between section 1 and 2 – eagle and owl symbols hidden in plain sight, they join the world of the divine and mortal
Birds in the Ancient World were thought to be intermediates between Olympus and Earth. Their ability to fly meant that they could reach both worlds, as a result they were often seen as mediators. [Dillon. 2017] It is therefore interesting that certain gods chose to have their symbol to be that of a bird. Both Zeus and Athena are represented by birds still used as symbols today. 
Athena’s owl represents her infinite wisdom and ability to watch over the people of Athens. Today we still use owls as symbols of knowledge and wisdom, undoubtedly derived from their association with Athena. The symbol of the wise owl is something that people even have printed on t-shirts as well as more subtly in paintings and literature. 
Zeus’ symbol was that of the eagle, a bird of great power and the top of the food chain, much like Zeus himself. Again this icon can also be seen today, notably as the symbolic animal of America. Arguably this is another connection that the great country has taken from Ancient Greece as a way of grounding itself in the history. 

Section 2: commercial symbols
Although architecture is an unmissable icon of the Ancient World, Ancient Greek symbols have crept into much more than just our buildings. Interestingly enough it is often the ‘monsters’ that are used by companies in their names and logos, as opposed to the gods and heroes. In some instances it is very notable that an Ancient Greek symbol is being used, however to the untrained eye they are often subtle. The question here isn’t so much where they are being used, as this is often clear, but more why they have been chosen. These companies have chosen ‘monsters’ to symbolise them, an odd way to invite customers in.
· Starbucks and siren. – Starbucks is undoubtedly one of the biggest coffee shop chains in the world today, and their logo is one most people think to be a mermaid. It is however, a siren, all be it a Nordic depiction, but a siren none the less. [www.starbucks.co.uk www.metalfloss.com]
· Pegasus. – This magnificent beast was one of the ‘good’ monsters who often aided heroes on their adventures. It is interesting that many companies use not only the name but also the image of Pegasus for their companies over any other creature.
· Versace and Medusa. – Perhaps one of the more odd associations for a fashion company to have, but never the less one that was chosen. Here again you see a depiction of an ancient monster from much later on. [www.stitchfashion.com] Chosen because Medusa was supposedly beautiful before Athena turned her into a Gorgon, an image the founder often saw as a child in Italy. 
· Wonder woman. - Amazon’s were not what she represents. Mythology is incorrect. 
Conclusion: 
Ultimately, it would seem wherever we look we cannot escape the past. We continue to use Ancient Greek Mythological symbols today as they give companies and even countries history they can relate to. The symbols are everywhere and continue to link power and knowledge to wherever they are held. They also bring specific meanings that those symbols were related to in the Ancient World, bringing more meaning to things today than it would seem on the surface.
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