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Introduction
Terrorism is a difficult term to accurately describe. ‘Terrorism is the systematic use of coercive intimidation’. (Wilkinson, P 2011), (Reviewed by White, 2009) Various words come to mind when the topic of terrorism arises in the news. These include Violence, Politics, Radicalisation and Power. All these have big impacts on the world and can have life-changing implications. Examining terrorism, asking questions is vital. ‘Why do individuals carry out such acts?’. This can help authorities understand background information, to establish new methods for prevention of terrorism and to improve policing. In a way, understanding is the best form of prevention as it provides police with reliable intelligence, for example what can they be prepared for. 
The following report will closely analyse 4 terrorist organisations, discussing their main ideology and structures. This will allow for a fair judgement for whether they should be considered ‘terrorist’ through relevant study of law and recorded evidence. The selected groups are The Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA), Al Qaeda, Islamic State and Right-Wing Terrorist Groups. 
Introduction to the groups
Irish Republican Army (PIRA), was a paramilitary group, aiming to end the British Governments rule in the Northern Ireland region. The main motivation was to form a republic, eventually unifying Ireland into one state. The organisation formed in 1919, operating independently of political control. The group exists today, but not in a military sense, focusing more on the political front. The future of the PIRA is unpredictable, but with the growing political and religious issues, a military resurgence could happen. 
Al Qaeda, more known for attacks between 1993 & 2006, is an extremist terrorist group founded by Osama Bin Laden in 1988. The group claimed responsibility for the September 11 attacks in New York City, on the World Trade Centres, where 2977 people were killed. The attack presented the Western world with the ideology behind the attacks. Al Qaeda had declared a ‘religious war’ specifically against the United States, its interests and Allies. The group is still operating to date, with one of the latest organised attacks on January 7, 2015 in Paris. The Charlie Hebdo shooting is believed to have been religiously motivated, which further reinforces Al Qaeda ideology. Furthermore, growing concerns around the groups presence and influence has been raised. According to a senior United Nations official, (2020) Al Queda is still “heavily embedded” within Afghanistan Taliban. In current times, the future of the group seems to be targeting people online, through religious promotion and propaganda. Also, it is clear to see that infiltration of foreign nations is a priority to gather information, which could be the foundation for a future terrorist attack. 
Islamic State is a recently emerged Terrorist organisation, including many branches to the group. It was famously led by Abu Bakr, who first appeared in 2014 urging Muslim people to join IS territories to fight against non-believers of Islam. Additionally, the organisation is well-known for its brutal violence, mass murders and recorded beheadings. These recordings were clearly created to promote fear and Islamic faiths. The main aim of IS is to establish a ‘caliphate’ which essentially is a state governed under Islamic and Sharia Law. Like many other organisations like this, it attracted attention through propaganda and its seemingly fearless regime. Large followings began to buy into this radicalisation in January 2015 where the group held large territories in Syria and Iraq, therefore having power and influence. It can prove that religion is a powerful tool and is used a lot in helping to define terrorism. Finally, March 2019, the territory held by ISIS had significantly reduced, leaving questions of the future. However, while the group is still active, no recent activities have been carried out. The main issue of the future is if the group can somehow regain following and power, or if there is a break off organisation formed from it. 
Right wing groups may not first come to mind when the term ‘terrorism’ is analysed. XRW usually glorify figures such as Adolf Hitler. They use leafleting and social media to spread propaganda messages such as “white jihad” which is intended to cause hatred to specific groups. The group has complicated historical background context but is largely based on the disapproval of Jewish and non-white people. XRW was formed in 2013 by Alex Davies and Ben Raymond, which has caused a rise of these beliefs all around the UK, noticeably in city populations. 
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(Images from the Sun.co.uk website, 2018)
Far right political groups in the UK are becoming more popular. Above are pictures of Far-Right group ‘Britian First’ sharing leaflets and marching. For additional information, Britain first leader, Paul Golding, was convicted of terrorism after refusing the police access to his phone. The argument people would make here is that the police are infringing rights and that this is an attempt to stop freedom of speech. 
Discussion
History of Terrorism
In order to understand terrorism, it is key to look how it has changed. Terrorism is described to have ‘changing faces’, for example David Copeland, a British man convicted of murder and causing explosions. He was known as ‘lone wolf’ and targeted the Black and Asian community, which shows clear intent and motivation against ethnic minorities. However, laws in 1999, were not suited to prosecute terrorism. As the terror incidents occurred before the S1 Terrorism Act 2000 (in UK), Copeland was charged with murder and given six life sentences. This case clearly shows how changes to terrorism has forced legislation to adapt in order to trial and prosecute acts of terror. (Buncombe and Judd, 2000). Additionally, The Terrorism Act 2006 was introduced to amend existing laws and to create new offences for terrorism.
1. How the 19th and 20th Century laid the Ideological foundation for Terrorist organisations today
A question posed by many people especially military, politicians and religious individuals is how terrorism was injected into religion and beliefs. The oxford dictionary describes it as “the unlawful use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, in the pursuit of political aims.” Even though this looks like a sound definition, the way the term has been used is unclear, therefore has been exploited by just and oppressive nations. So, a more accurate definition would be “any persons or group who purposely target innocent civilians for political or ideological ends” Also, it is important to see the difference between innocent civilians and military personnel. The media seem to display bias and inconsistencies between these two, and confusing these terms is dangerous. If this is the case, then every nation involved in for example, World War two, would have committed terrorist actions. Another example that brings a good argument is the US bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It killed at least 130,00 civilians. Many professionals will strongly argue that there is no difference between dropping a bomb from a plane or from a car bomb, from let's say AL Qaeda. Not to look at this too deeply, but in this example, both the pilot and terrorist are aware their actions will target innocent civilians, therefore both must hold similar ideologies to justify their actions. 
To help understand and analyse terrorism, it is important to look at how hard it is to define what is right and wrong. The concept of Utilitarianism is useful to help understand. “The end may justify the means as long as there is something that justifies the end.” Their Morals and Ours (1938). What many people get from this quote is that there are no ends only means. The 19th and 20th Century was an important period, containing many conflicts and wars. Since the start of the Century, the US drone program has operated with an estimated 90% civilian death rate. Philosophers such as Sam Harris and others would state that the US “do not intend on targeting civilians like terrorists”. The categorical imperative would state that the US doing this, they are insinuating that any other state could do the same thing to them so long as they target criminals and not civilians. 
Police role in Terrorist attacks:
The police and responders to a terror attack play a major role in understanding the term terrorism. Analysing the response to as well as any information, will help interpret the results. “Did the police do enough”? As set out in the police checklist 1, the first and most vital step in a major terrorist incident is to preserve and save lives.  Linking it to an event, the IRA Brighton bombing 1984, was an attempt to assassinate then Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. The attempt failed, but the police response was successful. After the explosion, emergency responders ensured to secure the area, before looking for casualties. Again, it is important that every detail is noted as it can help create evidence and to understand methods used by the terrorists.
To further understand, it is vital to evaluate the response provided at a terrorist incident, particularly, identification of shortcomings of a co-ordinated response. This will help with future cases by identifying weakness and gathering intelligence. Below is a ‘template’ example of what emergency responders use in a major terrorist incident. A SITREP should include accurate information about the humanitarian. Situation. The emergencies response will fill in the exact location, type of incident, if there are any ongoing hazards etc. This is particularly important in a terror attack as precise details can help save lives, control the situation and provide vital data for future examination. 
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(SITREP Template, Supporting material, 2013)

‘A look at terrorist behaviour: How they prepare, where they strike” is an informative journal publication. It examines notorious Terrorist incidents, giving a detailed overview to provide to police. An interesting section says, “Terrorist think globally but act locally”. Provides an insight into terrorist's mindset and methods, showing the scale of planning that goes into it. It demonstrates how difficult it is to define a terrorist, and how the scene itself is not just to be analysed. It makes the term Terrorist difficult to simplify as many factors contribute to an individual's choses and actions. Influences coming globally, for example from the Middle East region, may not be translated or picked up correctly, allowing information behind the act to go missing. Also, if a Terrorist is thinking ‘globally’ it is impossible to predict where the event may occur. 
The Kerslake Report
The Manchester Arena Bombings was an Islamic Extremist Terror attack in May 2017, where two terrorists detonated homemade bombs, killing 23 and wounding 800 people. This was a significant event which warranted a full investigation, which in turn raised many issues. The Kerslake Report is an independent review into the emergency response to the Manchester incident. The focus was on the police and security measures introduced prior to the attack. The findings found that the measures were inconsistent and was insufficient at the venue. Multiple victims of the attack all agreed that this was the case, with one victim stating ‘No one was searching handbags. Referring to the police role in incidents checklist, it is essential to conduct investigations into any criminal, more specifically here, terror acts. The Kerslake Report clearly shows that emergency response was not sufficient and did not follow the official checklist. Investigation reports from prior attacks such as the 7/7 bombing should have been studied, and extra security measures such as precautionary armed police should have been deployed. It is a clear shortcoming by the police as they have failed to follow their own principles. 

Conclusion
Nelson Mandela case:
The label terrorist is a strong term, and if mislabelled to an individual or organisation, it can have consequences. An issue during research was that people generalise the term too much. The focus revolves more around violence and deaths rather than the reasons behind the event. Although I strongly condemn terrorism, I believe I now understand the reasons behind it. A challenging example that opposes some of the ideas mentioned in the report is Nelson Mandela and his fight against the apartheid. He is labelled the "hero of oppressed people everywhere" around the world. However, Mandela was a co-founder in an armed wing group, which in fact conducted terror acts. The Johannesburg Magistrates Court Car bombings, May 1987, which killed 3 people, was carried out by the group. (O’Malley, 2021, ‘List of MK operations) This is only one of many examples. 
The term Terrorism plays on the morals, and whether something is right or wrong. Some people who commit a terror attack may feel that their actions are ‘right’. Most people will strongly disagree with this. However, there is an argument to be made that sometimes, people will act in desperation and emotions can get the better of people, especially when religion and livelihood is involved. Although, I disagree with the next point, some people may argue that the IRA should not be considered a terrorist organisation. For context, British occupation and presence agitated, and was deemed a threat to ROI, and extreme measures were taken. Also, people argued that the British were essentially trying to cause a war between the Irish Catholics.
Analysing any term creates issue oversimplifying that term. Instead, it is more useful to evaluate evidence associated with it in order to personal opinions. The Nice terror incidence in France provided the basis of differing opinions. The attack occurred in October 2020, conducted by ISIS where three people died. Yan St-Pierre was connected to the case as Counter Terrorism Consultant. He described the attack as a direct message to France over tensions relating to Muslim states. He emphasised the overall importance of how and where the attacks happen. In cases like these, there appear to be a change in political or religious climates, where individual actors even if they have no connection to terror groups, take it upon themselves to commit an attack. I believe attacks such as the Manchester Bombings and Nice attack, are the beginning of a wave of coordinated attacks in Western Countries. I think this because attacks have been happening for a long time, and clearly prevention tactics or other factors are not working. Other people may state that values and beliefs that oppose Terror cells are the main significant cause and that the lack of understanding of therefore more and more incidents are happening. To support this, the US as of January 2021, have 2500 troops in Afghanistan. Information such as this is vital to methodically understanding terrorism. 
To finalise the report, it will cover how terrorism is developing. Throughout researching, it was clear to see that the last few years terror attacks have changed. Research, data and analysis has shown that it is harder to plan and coordinate attacks in European and North American Countries. It is obvious to see this because investments in resources out to prevent acts of terror has increased, and collaborations between Countries security agencies have improved. This helps prevent ‘broader’ terrorist attacks. However, what terrorist organisations such as Right-Wing groups have done well includes appealing to people who are sympathetic to their views and values, encouraging them to commit such acts. Lastly, the case of Brenton Tarrant supports the final point of the report. In 2019, he executed 50 people, at two different mosques. His ideology was White supremacy. It is said that a Norwegian Neo-Nazi organisation appealed to his views and played a big part in the attack. 
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Methane SITREP Template
METHANE — SITREP report by first office at the scene

Major incident declared?

Exact location: exact location of the incident, with map references if
possible

Type of incident: the type of incident with brief details of type and
numbers of vehicles, trains, buildings, aircraft, etc.

Hazards: hazards, present and potential

Access: access routes and suitable provisional rendezvous points
(RVPs)

Number and nature of casualties/fatalities: approximate numbers of
casualties (including type/severity)

Emergency services involved: emergency services present and required
Date and time of report

Point of contact
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