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Language and literacy in the digital age
Introduction
Digital storytelling is a extremely powerful tool to engage both teacher and student while allowing the child to express themselves through digital narratives according to Menezes. H (2012). According to early years careers (2015) literacy involves speaking, listening, reading and writing and literacy in the early years is extremely important in the learning of young children as it provides the essential life skills that they will use on a daily basis through life while it prepares them for their transition in to a school environment. In line with nursery world (2019) oral story telling is vital for all children and more so for the early age group as it can extend vocabulary and patterns of language if the adult enables the child to respond and engage while keeping an open mind on how each individual child will respond.
Language and literacy in the digital age
The presence of books and reading habit’s should be a completely natural experience in a household while the surrounding family of a child should act as a positive role model to ensure there are plenty of moments of happy affection and encourage a positive atmosphere for a child’s development. The initial aim of involving books in a activity to develop oral discourse is to create socialization and entertainment associated with a ludic dimension (Ramos 2012). In addition to Taylor & Francis (2012) they believe that joint reading in a literacy home environment between the adult and child has a significant effect on a storytelling experience. According to the Australian parenting website (2020) by reading and storytelling to the child can help promote bonding while building a strong relationship between the adult and child.
According to BBC (2022) storytelling can be a great way of helping children deal with real life situations that they need help to deal with especially those who live their lives in a limited environment. Reading a story to children can help them understand others better and they tend to show empathy and it promotes their social skills. 
Speaking is a form of language widely used to communicate effectively from person to person and when children master words, sentences and grammar to do so to express ideas for social interaction according to Atlantis press (2020). Also according to Mages (20202) story telling is one of the oldest forms of communication across the world in many of places to inspire and entertain throughout many cultures as storytelling provides educational content through a variety of contents.
According to Berkowitz (2011) when a story is acted out it involves the children greatly while they engage in a series of actions and a more physical experience can help them remember a story better along with supporting the understanding of the story more personally. The children might even ask questions and develop a vocabulary of gestures and words to make the story more real and alive when a story is told this way. The university of Texas Arlington (2015) also agrees storytelling is the most effective strategy available for teaching literacy to help promote a child’s literacy development while the children engage that struggle to understand words to relate to their life’s.
Storytelling for the ages between 3 and 6 has a positive impact for the development of the young child while a significant effect can be identified as story telling represents an aspect of children’s general language competence (Taylor & Francis, 2012). According to Welsh Government (2015) they believe that young children between this age group show excitement at the sound of approaching voices while they make sounds in return while being talked to along with a sense of different emotions from the adults voice and they may respond differently whether it be a smile, laugh or even a cry. By the time reaches the age frame of 6-12 months the young child will enjoy actions, rhymes and songs and they will try to copy the adults speech by lip movement. A young child between the ages of 12-15 months will enjoy sound making with the use of objects and toys. When a child hits the age of 3-4 they have the ability to remember while enjoying long story telling or even sing songs. At the age group of 4-5 the young child becomes aware of humour while laughing at jokes they get told according to Welsh Government (2015).
In addition to evaluate a child’s level of speech development story telling is an interesting topic of research (DOAT 2004). The benefits of developing oracy has a wide range of benefits along with positive outcomes of cognitive gains, personal and social gains, civic engagement and empowerment. The surrounding adult should allow the children time to engage and ask questions while sharing their thoughts and ideas as prompting oracy allows potential to help diversity and strengthen pedagogy and deepen learning from an early age (Millard. Gaunt 2018).
In accordance to the characteristics of language development and social cultural factors they can contribute to gender differences in the language ability where the effects tend to be in favour of girls (Marjanouic-Umek & Fekonja-Peklaj 2017). Taylor & Francis (2012) also agrees that there are significant differences between boys and girls where girls tell stories using a greater number of words.
Electronic readers such as e-readers has given infants an opportunity to engage in textual experiences without the use of a traditional book throughout the world in many of homes according to Bowcutt (2013). Bowcutt (2013) also states that some organizations believe that infants do not receive the benefits of electronics other than human interaction along with play to enhance development, where as some believe that the 21st century baby’s brain development has changed significantly and they are already connected to technology through the surrounding adults. 
Digital story telling consists of various multimedia modes such as graphics, audio, texts, videos and animations. Defining digital storytelling as the art and craft of exploring a range of media and applications in a powerful way integrates images and music creating a new understanding experience for the listener (Universal journal of educational research 2020). However as with any form of technology digital story telling can cause obstacles that can cause the most focused student to get distracted with information overload according to Watt. M (2013). According to Research.com (2021) digital story telling provides the child with the opportunity to digest information in a meaningful way while creating space for meaningful listening. Digital story telling also persuades the brain and head along with the method it allows the child to showcase their learning ability. In line with international journal of child care and education policy (2021) technology has sufficient benefits on encoding, visual perception, creative thinking along with fine motor skills.
Traditional storytelling is an ancient art that has been passed down for many generations and can consist of words, sounds, facial expressions and hand gestures that can create a shared excited experience full of emotions and thoughts. For oral strategies the listening audience hears the story but will need to imagine the story mentally to fully understand which can cause a huge cognitive change but makes the audience passionate listeners (Universal journal of educational research 2020). However university of Strathclyde Glasgow suggests that with oral story telling the story will not always be told the same way as the last or even the next time as it will be created by the teller and listeners involved on the particular day it gets told. According to Marrett. E (2016) when a child engages in story telling they begin to learn a variety of structures for writing later on in their life and when the child has the experience of having a story read out loud they then learn to mirror good reading behaviours. 
To help your child progress in his/her development the Australian parenting website (2020) agrees that sharing stories, talking and singing daily can help the child’s development progress in many ways. By reading and with the sharing of stories it can help a child get to know sounds and words while developing early literacy skills and help the young child learn the difference between what is real and what is pretend. 
Conclusion
Based on the experience of both digital and traditional story telling a way forward could be to combine both digital and traditional literacy to enable a child to experience the benefits of both as engaging in activities the child can have a concrete and practical unique outcome. Storytelling and having a story told whether it is digital or oral allows the child to progress in the language and imagination while helping to increase the child’s social awareness while allowing them to think how they deal with situations they encounter in their daily life. Stories are enjoyable not only for the early years but for the majority of people.
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