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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

In Wales, the active offer of the Welsh language must be offered to all individuals (Welsh Government, 2015). Safeguarding is defined as the protection of adults and children from neglect or abuse as well as educating the individuals around them to help recognise the signs of abuse and neglect (Social Care Wales (SCW), 20201). Section 126 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWBA) (2014) defines an adult at risk as an adult who is experiencing or is at risk of experiencing abuse or neglect and has care and support needs. Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) relates to safeguarding and in relation to adults it places a duty on local authorities (LA) to investigate where there is suspicion that an adult who has care and support needs is at risk of neglect or abuse. Part 7 also provides adult protection and support orders and requires the LA’s and their relevant partners to report to the appropriate LA when they suspect that someone is at risk. Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) also establishes a National Independent Safeguarding Board which provides advice and support to ensure the effectiveness of safeguarding boards and it provides safeguarding boards for both adults and children. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Welsh Government, 2020) gives advice and guidance on how to protect adults at risk. 

The Well-being of Future Generations Act Wales (2015) states that individuals are experts within their own lives, including their care and support needs or how these needs should be met, whether this is through aids and adaptations, support from their family members or whether they require additional support from social services. Principle 3 of the Mental Capacity Act (2005) highlights that people have the right to make decisions that others might regard as unwise or eccentric and they can’t be treated as lacking capacity due to this. Every person has their own values, beliefs and preferences which may differ from other individuals (Social Care Institute of Excellence, 2009). An individual who has capacity must be involved and consent to the actions being taken and must be at the centre of all discussions (SSWBA, 2014). The SSWBA (2014) also highlights that in Wales, you can only be an adult who needs safeguarding if the adult is eligible for care and support, the reason for this is that the LA could not meet the needs of everyone. Adults can choose not to be safeguarded if they have mental capacity. 
 
In Adults, there are different forms of abuse such as self-neglect. The SSWBA (2014) formally recognises self-neglect as a category of abuse and neglect.  There is also financial abuse which is a more common form of abuse of older people. The WSP (2020) highlights the importance of engaging with the adult at risk, their carers and family throughout the safeguarding process as long as it does not place the adult at further risk of harm. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


It is clear from reviewing the legislations that there are many differences between children’s and adult’s social work. The biggest difference between adults and children’s social care appears to be around mental capacity. Within adult’s social care, unless it is found that individuals do not have mental capacity, it must always be assumed that they do have mental capacity (Mental Capacity Act (MCA), 2005). If an individual is deemed to lack mental capacity to express their views and make important and essential decisions, then it may not be possible at times to completely involve them within some of the conversations held around how their needs can be best met or within the assessment (MCA, 2005). Practitioners involved with individuals who are considered to lack mental capacity must adhere to the standards set out within the MCA (2005) along with the Code of Practice (2007). The practitioner must continue to support and empower the individual in an attempt to reach decisions on their own lives and these decisions must be made in the individual’s best interest (MCA,2005).  Individuals can be safeguarded under the MHA (2005) if there is a need for them to be detained for their own safety or the safety of others. Whereas with children’s social care, parents have the responsibility to ensure that their children are safeguarded from risk of harm, abuse or neglect (WSP, 2020). Mental capacity is not addressed in children most of the time. 

Within Adults services, one of the most common forms of abuse is financial abuse this can take place in regards to children however this is more when children receive a high level of benefits. The SSWBA (2014) states that it’s everyone’s responsibility to report adults’ and children’s at risk. When reported, it is the local authority’s duty to make enquiries. In Wales, you can only be an adult who needs safeguarding if you are eligible for care and support and the reason for this is that the local authority could not meet the needs of everyone. The Act will explain the prevalence of abuse and the indicators of adults at risk. If adults are wiling to be part of the process, they can choose not to be safeguarded if they have mental capacity. Whereas with children, their views and wishes are taken into consideration when making decisions around safeguarding however, they are not necessarily determinative (SSWBA, 2014).  
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