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For the essay I referred to my school as school A.
The principals of learning.
Lev Vygotsky was a Russian Psychologist who was born in a small town called Orscha in 1896. His family was a middle class Jewish family; his father was a bank manager and a very well educated man. Vygotsky’s father strived to provide his son with the best education possible. Vygotsky loved learning and by the age of eighteen he already achieved very highly in subjects such as history, philosophy, art and literature.(Ardichvili p33)
Vygotsky has become the foundation of much research and theory in cognitive development over the past several decades, particularly of what has become known as Social Development Theory. Vygotsky’s theories stress the fundamental role of social interaction in the development of cognition.  He believed strongly that community plays a central role in the process of “making meaning” McLeod (2018).
For Vygotsky, educating children involves far more than furnishing a body of knowledge defined by a curriculum. Education means developing the ability to learn an idea that is at the heart of many school based projects and research activities at the moment. (Graf and Birch 2009 p7)
Vygotsky has become famous for his research into the development and structure of human consciousness and his theory of signs, which explains the way in which children internalise language in the course of their cultural development. He developed a theory called the ‘zone of proximal development’ which he described as a gap between what a child can do alone  and what they can do with the help of someone more skilled or experience who could be an adult or another child.
Vygotsky believed that there are two stages to the learning process. In the first stage the learner will learn about something or how to do something but will not be conscious that they know.  In the second stage the learner will become increasingly aware that they know things but that there is more to know. (Graf and Birch 2009 p9)
Vygotsky, however believed interactions had a far greater role in cognitive development, the learning theory development from his work known as social constructivism because he saw interactions with other people as the key to learning. Classroom talk between adults and pupils is indeed essential to learning.( Paula, Julie and Rob 2016 p26).
Jerome Bruner is a cognitive psychologist he was born in 1915 in New York, and is considered by many to be one of the leading thinkers of our time. His academic work and research in education and psychology is widely regarded making him a key theorist in offering  new ways of thinking in children’s learning and how they are taught.(Gray and Macblain 2015 p129). 
Bruner felt that he needed to highlight the importance of culture which he argued shaped our way of thinking and the style in which we constructed ourselves and understand the world in which we live in. (Gray and Macblain 2015 P139). Bruner’s research and his studies on learning helped him to develop what is known to be the famous scaffolding theory in education, which recognises the importance of providing pupils, with enough support in the early stages of learning a new subject. A ‘scaffold’ is there to support the children and are not just  left on their own to understand, and work on a new topic or subject . The support or scaffold is only removed when the child is ready. (Study.com)
It has be implied that Bruner applied  some of Vygotsky’s thinking of the scaffolding to the  educational setting, however whereas Vygotsky had offered insights into how adults supported children with their learning and, especially, with their ability to  learn to reflect, Vygotsky had not been detailed as to how this might be achieved.(Gray and Macblain 2015 p140)
Jean Piaget was a psychologist who was born in Nuchatel in Switzerland in 1896, he gained is Ph.D. biology from his local university. “Piaget is best known for his research on children’s cognitive development, which drew heavily on observational studies of his infant children”.( Gary and Macblain 2015 p65) Piaget believed that the way a child learns is by exploring and interacting with the environment around them. By observing his children playing and watching them try new things out and make mistakes, he become to see that children were actively creating their understanding of their environment.(Graf and Birch 2009 p4). While children played and interacted in their environment, Piaget believed this is when they develop concepts of how the world works. He called these concepts schemas. Schemas, means the way that children makes sense of and organises information about their community and the environment around them and even the world. The simplest of schemas, you will find with the younger of children as  acquired through their direct services. A new experience is assimilated into an existing schema which over time will become part of the children’s thinking through a restructuring of that schema, which is called the accommodation, both together are the acceptance of new experiences. With these studies Piaget came to develop a serious of stages which would see the learner go from early childhood through to adulthood. He believed that you move through the stages in order and can not skip a stage. (Graf and Birch 2009 p5)
The four stages are first the Sensory Moter Period which is the ages of nought to two years old and this stage is the physical interaction with the world. Second is the Pre Operational period ages two to seven years old, exploration of the physical world and how to relate to it. Then the period of concrete operations for seven to eleven years old which is, the logical understanding of the world. Finally the last stages is, period of formal operations for ages eleven upwards the ability to think abstractedly and scientifically  a generation of ‘hypotheses’. 
Bruner also believed that children’s mental  development progress went through a number of stages but unlike Piaget children do not leave a phase behind when moving on to the next stage. Bruner believes that all levels of the stages are used throughout our lives. The first stage behind Bruner’s theory is much likes Piaget’s first stage, the enactive phase, this is learning through play. Next is the ironic phase children start to use aids for learning and thinking and communicating, such as numbers, pictures and diagrams. Last the symbolic phase this is where the children are becoming adults, they are able to operate abstract concepts using more complex representation and language(Graf and Birch 2009 p10).
Vygotsky like Piaget and Bruner also came up with the idea of stages in the learning process. He believed that there were two stages of learning. The first stage the student will learn something or how to do something however will not be conscious that they know. In the second stage the student will become progressively mindful that they know things but that there is more to learn. This consciousness of learning and its progression is called metacognition, the importance attached to the awareness of learning in order to learn( Graf and Birch 2009 p9).
Social constructivism is a set of ideas based on the theories of Piaget, Vygotsky and Bruner, which underpins much of the current thinking about how children learn therefore what good class practice should involve(Graf and Birch 2015 p12)
Vygotsky, Piaget and Bruner’s theories are widely used within school A and the classroom settings.  The teachers plan lessons around the Welsh National Curriculum, taking care in providing for each stage in the children’s learning with an understanding of the children’s levels, taking into account the children’s development needs and skills, differentiating work where needed. School As, intake starts at three years old and finishes at eleven years old. The first stage is the nursery/ foundation phase. The foundation phase encourages children to be creative and imaginative, and makes learning more fun. This continues through to years one and two where the children can start having opportunities to be creatively involved in their own learning which can be a stepping stone on what they already know and can do. When children are actively involved with the learning process it helps to improve their development ( Welsh Curriculum p4)
 “play is not only crucial to the way children become self-aware and the way in which they learn the rules of social behaviour; it is also fundamental to intellectual development”(Welsh Curriculum p6)
Key stage 2 is years three and four which is the lower juniors and years five and six are the higher juniors. The planning for these years are slightly different and are done separately. Lower juniors who are aged seven to nine years old, their curriculum still linking with key stage one, however the children have more of a structured setting unlike the open plan of the foundation phase. The planning is set to provide the children with lessons, preparing them for National Test in the subjects Maths and English. With this in mind the children continue to develop their skills in other subjects such as ICT, Humanities, Art, Welsh and Science. During these lessons the teachers and teaching assistants have more connection with the children involving them in the planning and developing of the lesson and how they may create and reflect on their work while all the time having that  assistance and reassurance from an adult. 
In the last stage of primary school is stage two which is years five and six, ages between nine and eleven years old. In this stage the children lose that link to the foundation phase and learning through play differs, they remain creative however they develop their creativity by exploring other parts of the curriculum through the process of developing and reflecting, which provides them with a better understanding, and allows them to explore and make sense of their community, environment and the world. 
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