


Nefertiti
Queen of Egypt
Alternate titles: Neferneferuaten-Nefertiti


Neferneferuaten Nefertiti (c. 1370 – c. 1336 BCE), or Nefertiti as she is best known, reigned as Queen in ancient Egypt from 1353 to 1336 B.C. She was the wife of Pharaoh Akhenaten and, together, they paved the way for Political and Religious change in both their Kingdom and also the country itself. The couple was responsible for creating a new religious movement that had an immense impact on people’s personal beliefs and practices. They also reigned “at what was arguably the wealthiest period of Ancient Egyptian History[footnoteRef:1]”. [1:  http://www.artandpopularculture.com/Nefertiti] 


Despite having been deceased for over 3,000 years Nefertiti’s legacy is still prevalent today, especially amongst Historians and Archaeologists. Additionally, she holds a cult following within modern culture including artistry, media and the beauty/fashion industry. This fascination was amplified after the discovery of a bust that was modelled on Nefertiti during her reign.


Personal life:
Very little is known about Nefertiti’s background, however “her legacy of beauty and power continue to intrigue scholars today[footnoteRef:2]”. Her name, of Egyptian origin, is derived from the meaning ‘a beautiful woman has come’. Many people theorise that she was the daughter or niece of Ay, a high official from the town of Akhmim, however, it is also speculated that she was not, in fact, Egyptian, but was instead born in another country, most likely Syria. Given the lack of adequate record-keeping during the period it is probable that the truth surrounding Nefertiti’s origins will never be discovered.  [2:  https://www.biography.com/royalty/nefertiti] 


Nefertiti married Akhenaten, originally Amenhotep IV, during his rulership, though it is unknown if they married before or after he became Pharaoh. They were said to be a loving couple who continually displayed affection in public, and their love possibly went even further than that. Works of art dating back to the period appear to depict Nefertiti as an ‘equal’ to her husband, and some Historians believe that she became his official co-regent. 

The royal couple had six children together, all of whom were girls. Akhenaten also had two sons with his lesser wife Kiya. Despite his alleged multiple marriages, inscriptions heavily imply that Akhenaten and Nefertiti were “deeply devoted to each other and constantly together or with their daughters[footnoteRef:3]”.  [3:  https://www.worldhistory.org/Nefertiti/] 



Religious Revolution:
Thousands of years after their reign, the couple are still famously known for their “Religious Revolution[footnoteRef:4]”. Many Egyptian people at the time did not worship one God in particular, believing instead that there were numerous supreme beings. It was common for individuals to appeal for help from the Gods by interacting with whichever Deity fit their purpose at the time. They would pray and ask that their chosen God present themselves via magic forces, and many Egyptians believed strongly in the afterlife. This belief was so powerful that they would request to be buried with their most important possessions, as both an offering to the spirits and also as material comforts for themselves in the afterlife. Furthermore, Egyptians commonly protected the bodies of the dead through mummification, preserving the bodies and the spirits of the deceased.  [4:  http://www.artandpopularculture.com/Nefertiti] 


 At the beginning of their reign, the couple also followed these beliefs, however Akhenaten, encouraged by his wife, soon “defied tradition by establishing a new religion which maintained that there is but one God; the sun God Aten[footnoteRef:5]”. After the Pharaoh’s death, his and his wife’s Religious movement collapsed after being denounced by the couple’s successors. [5:  https://www.livescience.com/39349-akhenaten.html] 



Disappearance of Nefertiti:
The peculiar disappearance of Nefertiti is often questioned and debated by scholars, many of whom have various theories on what may have happened to the Queen. 

During around year 14 of the couple’s reign their daughter Mekitaten, aged 13, died during childbirth. The couple’s sorrow was encapsulated by “an image in relief from the time” that “shows the couple standing over their daughter's body in mourning[footnoteRef:6].” Shortly after the death of her daughter, all historical records of Nefertiti ceased, and she appeared to vanish. Many of the theories as to why this could be have been put forward throughout the years, including the following hypotheses that: [6:  https://www.worldhistory.org/Nefertiti/] 


· Nefertiti continued to rule, albeit under a different name, until her stepson was old enough to replace her
· Nefertiti, being unable to produce a male heir for her husband, was replaced with his lesser wife, Kiya
· She was so ravaged by grief after the death of her daughter she committed suicide
·  She was banished by Akhenaten after abandoning the religion of Aten


Whilst there may be some truth in at least one of these theories, there are a plethora of possibilities pertaining to Nefertiti’s sudden disappearance from records. Evidence may surface at some point; however, at present, nothing is definitive. 


Archaeological findings:
Nefertiti was once again thrust into the limelight when on December 6th, 1913, in Egypt, a bust was found buried upside down in sandy rubble. German archaeologist, Ludwig Borchardt, led the team excavating the workshop of an ancient Egyptian royal sculptor, Thutmose, when they discovered the artefact. 

Despite her tomb never being found they established that the bust is a sculpture of Nefertiti. This was determined after carefully comparing the proportioned face, slender neck and cylindrical blue headpiece to ancient imagery of the Queen. The headpiece was the contributing factor in identifying Nefertiti, given that the style of headband worn has only ever been seen in images and depictions of Nefertiti.

It is an invaluable item, and one of the most recognizable pieces of artwork in History. A deal was made between Borchardt’s team and the Egyptian government with a mutual agreement that the artefacts would be shared equally. As part of the agreement, the precious bust was sent to Germany where the funder of the expedition, Jacques Simon, displayed it in his private residence for over a decade. 

Nefertiti’s sculpture has survived three wars and was hidden in a salt mine during the Cold War to ensure its preservation.  It is currently kept at the Neues Museum in Berlin, attracting more than 50, 000 visitors annually. 

Since its discovery, the sculpture holds the title as one of the most iconic symbols of Egypt with many people studying the intricate details of the sculpture, as well as admiring her staggering beauty. Today, her looks continue to influence the fashion and beauty industry, inspiring clothing lines, makeup trends and blogs. For many Nefertiti has posthumously become an idol, and 3,000 years after her death she continues to represent femininity, power and mystery.
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