The literature review
Understanding the Purpose of a Literature Review
· Not just a Summary: A literature review goes beyond simply describing existing research. It's a critical analysis that demonstrates your understanding of the field and how your own project fits within it.
· Key Functions: 
· Identifies what's already known about the topic.
· Highlights gaps or areas where further research is needed.
· Shows how your project will address those gaps and contribute new knowledge.
· Justifies your research question by showing its relevance.
Step-by-Step Guide
1. Defining the Scope:
· Focus: Narrow down your topic so it's manageable within the timeframe of your project. Link it closely to your problem statement and research questions.
· Keywords: Identify the most relevant terms for your research. These will be your primary search tools.
2. Finding Relevant Literature:
· Sources: Use academic databases (Google Scholar, JSTOR, etc.), library resources, government websites, and reputable organization reports.
· Search Strategies: Combine keywords, use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT), and explore the reference lists of already helpful sources to find connected research.
3. Evaluating and Selecting Sources:
· Credibility: Check the author's credentials, the reputation of the journal, and the date of publication (more recent is often better in fast-paced fields).
· Relevance: Does the research align directly with your topic and research questions?
· Variety: Consider different perspectives and methodologies within your field.
4. Reading Critically:
· Take Notes: Don't just highlight – summarize key arguments, note strengths/weaknesses, record data, and identify ideas relevant to your project.
· Ask Questions: How does this research support or contradict other studies? Are there limitations to the methodology used? What further questions emerge from this research?
5. Organizing and Synthesizing Information:
· Themes & Patterns: Look for recurring themes, debates, or key concepts across the sources you've examined.
· Structure: Your literature review should not be just a list of studies. Choose an organizational approach: 
· Chronological: If outlining a historical evolution of ideas in the field.
· Thematic: If grouping major themes, viewpoints, or trends.
· Methodological: If comparing different research approaches used.
· Your Voice: While including quotes, focus on your analysis and show how different pieces of literature connect, support, or challenge each other.
6. Writing the Literature Review:
· Introduction: Briefly define your topic, state your research question(s), and outline the major themes your review will cover.
· Body Paragraphs: Each paragraph should center around a theme or idea, logically connecting different sources and leading towards your own research aims.
· Conclusion: Summarize major findings, the gaps that still exist, and how your project will uniquely contribute to the field.
Tips for Success
· Citation: Use a consistent citation style (IEEE.) as required. Use a citation manager (Zotero, EndNote) to help organize.
· Iterative: Your review will evolve as your understanding deepens.

