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Introduction 
This assignment will explain and outline the importance of storytelling to young children, especially children aged from birth to seven years. This assignment will also state a few different types of storytelling and why these different types of storytelling are beneficial. The statements and beliefs used will be backed with evidence from relevant sources and theorists. The aim of this assignment is to also show how story telling both classically and digitally can improve children’s literacy skills more comparing both digitally and non-digitally. Finally, the presentation will end with a conclusion answering overall which style of storytelling is best, classical/ traditional or digital. 
The importance of storytelling to children from birth to age seven.
Christie (2018), states that story telling has been around for hundreds of years and stories were originally based on events that had taken place in their area or village, but now in the day and age we live in stories can be told in many different forms such as books, television, radio or even online. Parents, guardians and caregivers to children are encouraged to start reading to children from a young age, this is due to the importance of storytelling for the children’s development (Nikolas, 2016). Nikolas (2016), states that storytelling is a crucial part of a children’s language and their cognitive development, this is due to the children being able to listen and learn new words and secondly also gives the children the opportunity to explore and try to figure out the meanings of these new words themselves. According to Agosto (NO DATE), storytelling to young children from a young age is very beneficial for the children in many ways. Firstly, it is beneficial for the children’s listening skills, as the children will sit and must learn to listen to the stories the more and more you read to them over time (Agosto, NO DATE). Secondly, Agosto (NO DATE) states that storytelling to children will also help improve their vocabulary as they will learn new words that they have not heard before and will be encouraged to ask what definitions are of the words they do not understand. Gov (2016) agrees with Agosto (NO DATE) by stating the importance of storytelling to young children from a young age. Gov (2016), state that it is important for young children’s development from birth as they can familiarise themselves with the parent’s voices, it also helps the children to attempt to speak also helps the children to learn how to listen to others. Furthermore, Gov (2016), also states that when putting emphasis on words in the stories when reading to the young children it keeps the children intrigued and interested in the story, this also helps improve their listening skills. In accordance to the BBC (2022) storytelling to children from a young age is also crucial for children’s social and emotional development, thus being that children who have been read to from a young age are more likely to reason with other children when they are upset or to be able to understand why they are upset quicker. BBC (2022) also states that children who have had stories read to the from a young age also have a head start for their intellectual development as research that has been carried out shows that children that have not been read to from a young age have worse literacy skills. According to Gov (2016), some practitioners/ adults when reading to children will point at the words that ware being spoken and change their voices when different characters in the book are speaking, this is in order for the children to see what the word looks like when it is being said, the voice changes so the children can differentiate the different characters in the book. Furthermore, Gov (2016) also states that these are very crucial but easy things to do when reading to children so they can then improve their literacy skills by seeing and recognising the words. One way of storytelling can also be through nursery rhymes, nursery rhymes are seen as a fun way of teaching and telling young children stories (Tavakoli and Pourkalhor, 2017). Tavakoli and Pourkalhor (2017) state that singing nursery rhymes with young children are very beneficial in many different ways, one of these reasons to why it is beneficial is because it keeps the children interested whereas with just reading a book they may lose interest a lot quicker. Another theorist, Bruner (1961), also believes that storytelling to young children from a young age is crucial, this is due to Bruner believing that children come up with new ideas based on the knowledge they have gained, so the more they have been read and taught the more beneficial it is for them. 
Relate story telling with children’s literacy 
Agosto (NO DATE), states that storytelling aloud to children is also beneficial for children’s literacy skills, this is due to the children learning new words when hearing them being read to them, it will help them with the ability to use and write those words, thus helping to improve their literacy skills. Marjanovic-Umek (2012) states that parents and children reading together improves children’s literacy skills as the parent is there and able to aid the child when needed or able to explain certain meanings of words if needed to. However, BBC (2022), state that even when children are not doing joint reading with the parent’s or practitioners it is also good for the children’s literacy skills by just listening to the parent’s/ practitioner’s voice as they will still learn and here new vocabulary that they may not have heard before. Niklas, F (2016) states that children who have stories read to them regularly from a young age are more at an advantage of developing better literacy skills when growing up throughout their life, compared to children who do not have stories told to them.

Development of digital literacy 
Over the last few years the world has become very reliant on technology and technology is becoming very popular even in the classrooms even when it comes to storytelling (Bowcutt, 2013). It has been claimed by certain teachers/ caregivers that digital storytelling can be beneficial as e-stories can help the children gain knowledge and how to use this technology, it has also been stated that whilst the digital e-story was playing it was beneficial for the children’s literacy development as the caregivers were able to help the children understand the words or certain parts of the stories, thus enabling them to develop and improve their literacy skills. On the other hand, there are also parents and caregivers that believe that young children do not need digital literacy skills as technology or digital story telling has no more benefits than traditional story telling does. Furthermore, Bowcutt (2013) also states that parents/ caregivers believe that traditional storytelling is a better way to improve the children’s listening skills and children’s emotional skills as the children may feel comforted when having that human caregiver/ parent voice reading aloud to them. 
My reading 
When reading “We are going on a bear hunt” classically I found myself pointing at the words when reading them and using a lot of hand movements and gestures, I found myself doing this as I agree with sources such as Gov (2016) and BBC (2022) in that this helps the children have a better understanding keeps them engaged and enjoying the story. Furthermore, I also found when reading “We are going on a bear hunt” it was more enjoyable and entertaining for the children, due to me being able to use the figure so it actually mader the children feel that we were on the bear hunt and experiencing all of these locations and different elements for ourselves thus keeping them focused and wanting to hear more of the story. On the other hand, when reading the story “The hungry caterpillar” digitally I found myself not doing as much hand gestures, did not feel as much of a bond with the listeners as I did when reading traditionally but also did not feel the story read as well as the traditional story book as with the traditional story book you do not have to count on the internet speed or the internet disconnecting all of a sudden, which also loses the focus of the children listening to the story. Furthermore, when reading the story digitally it did not feel as emotionally bonded with each other and this may be due to us all not joining in together and experiencing the feelings we had like we all did with the “We are going on a bear hunt”.  
Conclusion 
In conclusion, overall it is fair to say that overall traditional or classical storytelling is the best form of storytelling for and the most successful form to help children’s development, this is due to all of the theorists, articles and websites that have been read such as Bowcutt, (2013) or BBC, (2022) as well as all of the other sources explored, also claim that children develop their literacy skills more and also their emotional development improves. On the other hand as time is going technology is becoming more involved in our children’s lives so we must not try to prevent it but try to find a way to have it work in (Gov, 2016).
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