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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	· Evidence knowledge and understanding of the essential attributes and skills associated with working with others as a professional and as an effective teacher/leader of learners
· Identify and reflect on professional responsibilities and values as well as developing reflective and self-evaluative skills to identify personal professional targets
· Begin to apply the teaching skills presented in the module to school based contexts, communicating with pupils and colleagues at an appropriate level, beginning to apply suitable classroom management strategies
· Demonstrate a working knowledge and understanding of techniques, approaches and challenges relating to the primary sector in Wales
· Organise their knowledge and learning through the use of a range of information sources and present both their evidence of teaching and their academic work at the appropriate level.






	
TASK DESCRIPTION

	Title: An individual reflective response to the Professional Teaching Experience.

Word count: 1,500 words (or 10% above or below).


Following your professional teaching experience, you will need to provide a reflective response, which shows your development during your professional teaching experience (PTE) to illustrate how you are reflecting on your progress. You will also need to consider targets for your future teaching placement.

You can use lesson plans, observational notes and ARC reflection used on placement to support the response.

In particular you should:

· Make close reference to your chosen QTS standards in your response. You should refer to professional values, knowledge and understanding, assessment, ICT, poverty, communication and class management.
· Consider using mind maps or other visual tools to record your findings and emerging thoughts.
· Be very selective in your content (e.g. origin of research data) and the essay should be written using professional, academic language and within a formal style. By reading academic texts and journals you will be able to see the type of style required here. Include reference to reflective teaching skills where appropriate. 
· Include reference to your own relevant school observations and experiences.
· Consider targets that you will aim to achieve on your future teaching placements, and ways in which you will address these targets.
· Remember to look at the learning outcomes on the marking criteria sheet, as these are the outcomes that the markers will use to mark your work.  Also read the “level descriptors” accompanying the mark sheet.
· Ensure that you reference your work in line with the University’s guidelines. 
Essential Reading:

This assignment requires that you reflect on your current practice and identify targets for moving forward. Readings have been provided on Moodle and you could also use other readings that you identify independently.


















An individual reflective response to the Professional Teaching Experience.
 
I will be reflecting upon the first couple of weeks of my PTE. During this time, I was in year 4. I covered a variety of lessons over the weeks and worked with the different abilities during the tasks. After doing this I linked what I completed to the QTS standard and made sure all the work I was doing was completely relevant to the age of the students.   
Going into the year 4 class I was nervous on how to teach and control a class of older age. The class was made up of 31 pupils, 17 boys and 14 girls. In the class we had a variety of different nationalities such as Polish, Indian, English and Welsh. The teacher informed me that they all spoke English very well, but some of their work was of a lower level, which allowed me to adapt my lesson plans accordingly when working with these children.  
Observing the class for the first week gave me a good insight into the ability of the children, and who disrupted the class. I worked in small groups with everyone in the class, I only took small reading groups and individual readers which allowed me to understand what level the children were. Using the observation week, I also walked around the class and helped little groups on the task that the teacher set them, by doing this I identified the groups that would need extra help during sessions.  
One of my lessons was to create an aboriginal art piece on rocks for Mother's Day. I collected the rocks from Gower Beach, then created my own rock with the word ‘Mam’ and used the dots to colour the rock. As the children had been studying the ‘Stolen Generation’ this was appropriate, and the teacher wanted to create something for Mother’s Day. They were given the ability to develop their skills of painting and making art using ‘dots’. Each child used different colours and I had to mix some of the colours allowing the children to create their mothers' favourite colours and/or make it personal to the child. Some children however didn’t want to specify it to their mothers, so they just created it to how they wanted it to be. These lessons were previously linked to the last few lessons that the teacher covered about Aboriginal art, how it came about and what sort of style it was during the times of the Stolen Generation. This links into the QTS, S3.1.2 showing their understanding from other lessons throughout the week. I used the curriculum to try and help me push onto making the pupils do what they can in the lesson, linking it to pupils should design and make both imaginatively and expressively.  
I also took groups out to do literacy, where we wrote a poem about how the children would feel if they were taken away from their parents. As this is another link to everything, we have been doing in the last few weeks. The poem was only 3 lines, and for the more able and talented groups we tried to add alliterations into their work to make it more exciting. We set the task to the class and brainstormed a few ideas with the children to find some ‘Wow’ words that they could use throughout their poem. Some of the groups I took out asked for help and wanted to develop their language by using harder words, but they just needed to understand the correct situation to use the word in and see if it was suitable. Some of the groups used simple language such as ‘Sad and Annoyed’ but some of our groups expanded onto using words such as ‘Disappointed and disheartened’. When planning the lessons ihave taken into consideration that I must be aware of the children's ability and the expectations of the teacher and the school to where they expect the children to be at their age. This links to S2.3 of the QTS standards when planning and to the S3.1.2 standard which was linking back to previous lessons. Looking at the LNF I established what to do and how to plan lessons, so I started off by gathering ideas to plan writing and use subject-specific vocabulary independently, using different words and creating a exceptional poem.  
 
I managed to do some maths with the children, where we used coordinates to plot points and create a picture out of the points. This lesson wasn’t linked to previous lessons but was the first of the few lessons. We based the day on pancake day and made sure to link a few different lessons into the day. The lesson I taught with the meant they had too plot the points across the X and the Y axis, then once they had done that draw from each dot to dot in the correct sequence to create the image of a person flipping a pancake out of a pan. The lower ability groups struggled with finding all of the points, and how to join them in the right order to create the picture. When working with this group I found it easy to have my own paper and use the board to help show them how to plot the points correctly and where the X and Y axis meet on each point. When working with the middle ability group they found plotting points on the grid considerably easy, however they struggled with joining everything together as some points were plotted on the same such as (3.8 to 3.9) and (3.6 to 3.8) and they couldn’t grasp the concept that they could both join into the same plot. The higher ability group also plotted the points easily and were very good joining it up, with some completing it before the lower group finished their work. This means we had to find another task for them t to carry on with while we concentrated on the lower groups. I linked this into the LNF to make sure the children were being taught correctly, due to this the work we done was to recognise and draw perpendicular and parallel lines, when plotting the points across the grid.  
During placement and taking a few lessons the class TA and the teacher, both gave me a few pointers to work on. Firstly, the teacher mentioned using some form of reward for the pupils, whether it be stickers, dojo points, or just allowing them to draw/do something creative as that’s what that class enjoyed doing most throughout the day. I was also advised that when they work in small group to make sure you have a mix of the boys and girls as some of the boys bounce of each other causing them to do no work and it being a wasted session. When working with the group I had to punish some of the children do to them going off task, by doing this I was using their pegs which meant they would miss play time, but the teacher advised me to firstly warn them, then move their peg, then if they still didn’t listen to move them into the class as next time they would listen more effectively. This helped me in a few groups and brought to my realisation that I should ask next time how the teacher controls the class and how to do it effectively. Finally, I was encouraged to use the Welsh Language more, to praise, punish, and to introduce the lesson. As I am not highly confident in speaking Welsh I will work on it slowly by just getting the simple class room Welsh under my belt first, I have also taken the liberty of getting stickers to help praising children that are all Welsh, using phrases such as ‘Diolch’ and ‘Bendigedig’. I have done this is a I think one of my main weaknesses throughout the whole experience was managing the group, I found this the most difficult task and really feel that doing it will make my lessons easier to teach, giving the children confidence and the knowledge and understanding of what we were doing throughout.  
Overall throughout my whole PTE I have gained confidence in working with groups, helping the children gain confidence and preparing the right lessons. When I was planning my lessons and writing up my ARC’s it was hard to manage my time correctly, but I did this by making sure I was always two or three lesson plans in front but did my ARC the night of the lesson, after making notes throughout the day. Doing this made sure that I was always on top of my work, leaving me to be stress free and adjust all of my lesson plans where and when I need to.  
 
 
 
 
 
https://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/130424-art-and-design-in-the-national-curriculum-en-v2.pdf (Education Wales, 2009, Pg. 15)  
https://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-maths-en-v2.pdf(Education Wales, 2009, Pg.9)  
https://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-english-en-v3.pdf(Education Wales, 2009, Pg. 13)  
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