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FINAL GRADE

67/100

DSP-SL
GRADEMARK REPORT

GENERAL COMMENTS
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Comment 1

The abstract should be written in past tense, so instead of "The results will show..." you 
could say "The results show..."

Comment 2

Good abstract, but a more quantitative statement of results should be given.

The abstract is like the blurb on the back of a book, except it tells you who the killer is before 
you open the book.

Comment 3

Should be centered 

Comment 4

You should put this in a sentence.

Where A is the amplitude, wc is the frequency, and t is time. 

Comment 5



Which formula? It has a label, you should refer to it by its label.

"Equation 1 shows that the value..."

Comment 6

The feels a bit clunky. I think it could have been said better.

"Equation 1 shows that the amplitude of the modulated signal changes dependent on the binary 
value of the data to be transmitted. This is illustrated in Figure 1."

Comment 7

Do you mean benefit?

PAGE 5

Comment 8

Should be centered

Comment 9

You should put these into a sentence

PAGE 6

Comment 10

Should be centered

Comment 11

Put into sentence

Comment 12

This is the modulator (device), not the modulation (variations in the signal controlled by the 
data)

PAGE 7

PAGE 8

Comment 13



QM

You should qualify this comment.

"...it can send more data than PSK in a given amount of time."

Comment 14

Be more precise in your language. Do you mean one of these:

disadvantage

shortcoming

encumbrance 

Comment 15

Should be centered

Comment 16

Should be in a sentence  

PAGE 9

Comment 17

Good as it illustrates how the QAM points are spread, although you should have changed 
the reference constellation (red crosses) to QAM too. 

Comment 18

QAM is no more secure than any other of the techniques you've looked at

PAGE 10

Use of 1st Person Voice

When writing technical reports, do not use first person voice. Instead, use the third person
passive voice.

You should not use words like "I", "you", "we" etc..

Comment 19

You should be writing more formally. Maybe consider phrases like:

"Figure 8 illustrates..."



QM

QM

"Shown in Figure 8 is...."

"Presented in Figure 8 is...."

Comment 20

This is a very severe filter

Comment 21

This is the wrong way around. First you decide the carrier frequency, then the data rate, and 
finally the filter characteristics once you know what it is you're filtering. 

PAGE 11

First use

You should introduce acronyms and symbols the first time you use them so the reader
understands what you are talking about.
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Comment 22

This feels like it could have been written better

PAGE 13

Colloquialism

You should not use colloquialisms in formal writing.

PAGE 14

PAGE 15

PAGE 16

PAGE 17

Comment 23

Which value? What effect does this have on the simulation?

Do you mean...

"This will be done by altering the Signal to Noise ratio (SNR) control in the channel, and then 
using an error rate calculator to compute the Bit Error Rate (BER)
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Comment 24

Should be "Bit Error Rate" 

Comment 25

Should be Signal to Noise Ratio (dB)  

Comment 26

I think this should be..

QAM Constellation diagram with a SNR of +10dB

PAGE 19

Comment 27

I think this should be..

QAM Constellation diagram with a SNR of 0dB

Comment 28

I think this should be..

QAM Constellation diagram with a SNR of -10dB

PAGE 20

Comment 29

Do you really need these figures? I think Figs 23 - 25 told enough of the story.

Comment 30

See comment on Fig 23

PAGE 21

PAGE 22

PAGE 23



Comment 31

Figure 22 shows...

You need to be more formal in your writing style

Comment 32

You should explicitly state what it is about the constellation diagrams which helped you 
draw these conclusions.  Tell the story to the reader, don't let them guess.
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Comment 33

While you have some good quality reference sources, you should try to stay away from 
websites such as electrical4u.com and electronicscoach.com. Try to use more textbooks, we 
have a wonderful library which has a very large online catalogue. 
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6

ENGAGEMENT WITH LITERATURE

including reading, referencing, academic conventions and academic
honesty

GRADING FORM: SMU GENERIC_SMOSEY

SAM LLOYD 66.80

Inclusion of a wide range of research-informed 
literature, including sources retrieved 
independently.
Selection of relevant and credible sources.  Very 



KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

Knowledge of the basic underlying concepts and principles of a subject.

20.4

COGNITIVE & INTELLECTUAL

Evaluate underlying concepts and principles of a subject and interpret
qualitative and quantitative data in order to develop lines of argument
and make sound judgements.

21.6

PRACTICAL APPLICATION SKILLS

Different approaches to solving problems in particular contexts.

13.6

good use of referencing conventions, consistently 
applied.

Knowledge is extensive.  Exhibits understanding of 
the breadth and depth of established views.

"Sound, logical, analytical thinking; synthesis and 
evaluation. Ability to devise and sustain persuasive 
arguments, and to review the reliability, validity 
and significance of evidence. Ability to 
communicate ideas and evidence accurately and 
convincingly.
Sound, convincing conclusions.
You need to explicitly state facts instead of 
allowing the reader to guess. - Join the dots for 
them.

An advanced application of a range of methods, 
materials, tools and/or techniques.
The context of the application is well considered, 



5.2

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

Communicate the results of their study/work accurately and reliably,
and with structured and coherent arguments; the qualities needed for
employment requiring the exercise of some personal responsibility
within a structured and managed environment.

with extensive use of relevant examples.
Application and deployment extend beyond 
established conventions.  Innovation and creativity 
evident throughout.

Can communicate effectively in a suitable format, 
but may have minor errors. 
Mostly coherent work and is in a suitable 
structure.
Take care with your writing style. - Try to be more 
formal and precise with your language


