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After the brief by the Photography staff in the Yr2 Exhibition Meeting on the Narcissism Epidemic. Adonia a fellow student created the 2nd Year group on messenger. This group chat was to enable all 2nd year students to discus, plan and note the progression of the exhibition.
A few problems arouse, due to some students not being added to the group (which was later rectified), and confusion on who was doing what for the Exhibition, even though people had offered and voted their volunteering rolls such as: Prepping the walls, painting, curating, Installation, sign printing, invites, publicity posters and hospitality, often fell on deafened ears, It sometimes felt like there were two groups in the one group chat.
At one point the chat had started to be misconstrued and certain people were being misunderstood. Although Shanna kept the group up to date with emails from the photography staff, Imogen developed the social media page and the majority of the group worked well together.
I felt that my contribution to the group was consistent providing Imogen a list of student names, asking if anyone needed help, confirming arrangements, inviting people and sharing the poster via social media, helped with measuring and put up student’s exhibition pieces. I felt I was able to implement tools learnt from the Smart Goals Check List from part 1 Professional Practise Module. 
Daf the photography technician, and Fen a fellow student helped me mount wall brackets for my images to hang free from the wall. I received positive tutorial feedback and ideas to curate my installation from lecturers Hamish and Ryan. Along with Pauls Tutorial feedback, felt I had created some authentic and very different styles of image making set in contemporary frames complementing the theme of my installation.
The day of the exhibition, I took time to touch up the paint to marked walls from pencil lines and marks made by the hanging of frames, I painted picture frame brackets to blend in with the walls.
Considering it was our first time creating an Exhibition from start to finish, thought it went considerably well.   
Reflecting on the organisation and communication skills within the group feel, in order to progress with our professional practices in the next exhibition we the 2nd Years need to take further advice/guidance from the lecturers to be more assertive to choose a nominated person/persons  to be delegators, before any decisions and planning  commence. I feel group chats need to stick to facts and confirmation on progress or problems that may arise within the planning of an exhibition, be respectful and allow time to process different ideas.
In response to the summer brief, The Narcissism Epidemic I firstly read the book called The Narcissism Epidemic: Living in the Age of Entitlement, by Jean M. Twenge and W. Keith Campbell. 
Reading this book gave me a greater understanding about the Epidemic. Chapter 4, How Did We Get Here, particularly Interested me as it explored the different aspects of how the epidemic originated.
It wasn’t until the second half of the twentieth century the 1960’s after overcoming Two World Wars and The Great Depression, that America began to focus on self-admiration and self-esteem. The 1970’s focused on the Analysis of the self-expression, self-indulgence and self-absorption. While the 1980’s to the present day, has changed the culture to a more extraverted, shallow and materialistic behaviour to fit a new  idea of self-admiration from daytime talk shows to reality TV and not forgetting the internet and social media thrown in the mix to take the narcissist epidemic to a whole new level.
In a nutshell I have to agree with Karyl McBride, PHD author of: Will I Ever Be Good Enough; Healing the Daughters of Narcissistic Mothers. He states, “the narcissist epidemic is filled with important and disturbing re-search detailing the alarming cultural spread of narcissism today- a serious social problem to which many people are unwittingly contributing without awareness of the disastrous consequences”. His words explain how I felt reading this book. 
It’s been an eye opener and at times a troublesome, scary read through the realisation that we the human race, must put right the wrongs we have all been part of directly or indirectly before it’s too late to save not only our planet but civilisation itself.
With the brief in mind I re-searched the history of Narcissism.  Narcissus, In Greek mythology, was a beautiful youth who fell in love with the reflection, of his own image. And to which he stared at, until he died. A narcissus flowered in his absence.  The Narcissus flower is indeed a Daffodil, the blub however is toxic and is poisonous if consumed.
Through my research I Learnt that many famous people past and present have NPD (narcissistic Personality Disorder), ranging from Alexander the Great to King Henry the Eight. From Adolph Hitler to Joseph Stalin, Joseph Mengele also called “The Angel of Death” during World War II, to Ted Bundy. Down to the present day where Kim Kardashian and the likes of Madonna have obsession with staying in the spotlight. Don’t get me started on President Donald trump who displays every trait of someone with Narcissistic Personality Disorder.
My first image Narcissus meet Narcissus was inspired by the Italian painter Baroque Master Caravaggio who painted oil on canvas circa 1597-1599 and English Painter John William Waterhouse in 1903 painted Echo and Narcissus. With Artists Jonny Briggs, Maurizio Anzeri and Hinke-Schreudes along with Artist Vivienne Strauss for her delicate compositions in mind, using an unknown photograph sourced from the internet of a reflected Daffodil, pasting the face of Narcissus onto the Daffodils head then stitching detail into the flower “gilding the lily” words from a mis quote of Shakespeare describes the process of embellishing something that is already beautiful. (https://grammarist.com>usage>GildthelilyIdiomDefinition). My second Image I sourced photographs of the Hiroshima Bomb with an image of a couple wearing gas masks kissing under mistletoe in 1940, This Inspired me to create this authentic piece. Representing Living in A Toxic World, the survival of climate change, Pierson, who Photographed Virginia Oldoini often used masks and props to create scenarios, making flamboyant entrances into society parties through her vanity invented a genre in photography, this inspired me to capture the remembrance of war, and how toxic the narcissist Epidemic has in-grained itself in the world we live in today.
[bookmark: _GoBack] The Final image was inspired through my research of a quote from an unknown person stating “A single Bee is ignored. But when millions come together, even the bravest run in fear…. The one thing the government fears is the day we stand together.” Having the privilege of keeping 4 beehives and the way I feel towards the government, inspired me to find an image to express this political quote. The image found of a man piercing a balloon with an image chosen from a series of images I took of my bees, with Vivienne Strauss and Maurizio Anzeri created my final image, stitched the outline of the image and  enhanced the sting of bee piercing the balloon, leaving the image open for interpretation of the viewer. 






